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All scripture, inspired of God, is profitable to 
teach, to reprove, to correct, to instruct in 
justice, that the man of God may be perfect, 
furnished to every good work. 


2 Timoruy III: 16, 17. 
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FOREWORD 


HIS volume is the fruit of teaching experience in the 

Cathedral College of the Immaculate Conception, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and in the Normal School of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn. In both institutions the need was felt of an edition 
of selections from the Sacred Scriptures together with a brief 
account of various items mentioned in the text, and the same 
need was expressed by other teachers of Religion who desired 
to enrich their courses. It is due to their encouragement that 
the book has been edited and submitted to the public. 

The editor wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to the 
Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph V. S. McClancy, LL.D., Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Diocese of Brooklyn, for aid and encour- 
agement; to the Rev. William C. Hoctor, C.M., of St. John’s 
Seminary, Brooklyn, for the reading of the manuscript and 
for many valuable suggestions; and to the members of the 
Department of Religion of the Bishop McDonnell Memorial 
High School, Brooklyn, for practical assistance in rendering the 
work available for class-room use. 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart, 1928. 





LTO THE: TEACHER, 


HE purpose of this book is to provide a means for the 

enrichment of the high school course in Religion. Al- 
though the work is planned primarily for the use of pupils in 
secondary schools, it may be used in any training school for 
teachers, and it may also be advantageously employed as a 
hand-book by elementary school teachers who find it profitable 
to read to their pupils stories from the Bible in the very words 
of the sacred text. It is hoped, also, that this volume may be 
used by adults for devotional reading. 

But the work is planned chiefly for the high school curric- 
ulum. How these selections may be used will depend upon the 
course of study and the time allotted to the subject of Bible 
study. The book may be easily covered in a year with two or 
three periods a week given to the subject. Scripture study is 
now being given a place in the third year, after the first two 
years have been devoted to a general review and a more in- 
tensive study of dogma, moral and worship, and before the 
fourth year’s work in Church history or apologetics is taken up. 

If a whole year may not be set aside for Scripture study, a 
period a week for one, two, three or even four years may be 
given to it, the study being carried on side by side with the 
usual Religion course. The index of the book will be found 
helpful in correlating Scripture with the topics treated. In this 
way the pupil will be enabled to obtain not only the scriptural 
basis for a doctrine but also the scriptural background. A 
quotation, torn from its context, frequently loses its force. 

The readings may be correlated with the English course. 
Included for this purpose is an appendix listing the narrative, 
descriptive, expository, argumentative, poetical and dramatic 
selections. 

1x 


x TO THE TEACHER 


The memorizing of passages distinguished for religious or 
literary worth should not be omitted. The discerning teacher 
will pick out these excerpts for the pupils. There are few 
accomplishments so desirable as a fund of apt and beautiful 
quotations from Holy Writ, and few that exercise so powerful 
an influence over one’s beliefs and conduct. 

The appended bibliography is intended to be helpful and sug- 
gestive to both pupil and teacher rather than exhaustive. The 
literature on the Sacred Scriptures is enormous. Only easily 
obtainable and popular works have been listed in the appendix ; 
many of them may be found on the shelves of the school 
library. Pupils should be sent to them to develop topics sug- 
gested for further study by the teacher. More complete bib- 
liographies will be found under the various articles in the 
Catholic Encyclopedia or in the works listed in this book. 

Enthusiasm on the part of the teacher is probably more 
necessary in the study of the Sacred Scriptures than in any 
other subject of the secondary school curriculum. Not only 
must the minds of the students be enlightened, but their hearts 
must be touched in order that their faith may be deepened and 
their lives be bettered. The teacher will achieve these good 
results if he brings faith, love and joy to his task of teaching. 
Happy is the class that has an inspiring as well as a learned 
teacher ! 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


HE Aims of This Book. In turning over the pages of 
this book of Scripture selections, one may ask whether 
the work has been planned as a substitute for the Bible itself. 
Nothing could be further from our purpose. It is hoped that 
the passages herein given may prove so interesting, helpful and 
beautiful that the reader will be led to the Book of Books itself. 
Our main aim will be realized if a love for the Holy Scrip- 
tures is fostered, and the practice of frequent, even daily, 
reading of its pages is promoted. (The reading of the Bible 
has always been encouraged by the Church.) The book which 
her priests use in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is composed 
largely of Scripture selections; the official prayer-book of the 
priesthood and of the religious orders, the Breviary, is made up 
of beautiful arrangements of Scripture texts and quotations. 
(From earliest times, she has counseled the laity to become 
familiar with its sacred pages. ) 

Pope Leo XIII in order to give an impetus to the daily read- 
ing granted an indulgence of three hundred days to all the Faith- 
ful who read the Gospels at least a quarter of an hour and also 
a plenary indulgence once a month under the usual conditions 
of Confession and Holy Communion. Our spiritual lives will 
become much richer if they are familiarized with the sacred 
text. The regular reading of the Word of God will have an 
inspiring influence ; it will make life broader, deeper and better. 
Such reading will steep it in that divine charity which Christ 
describes as the foundation of the Commandments. 

A knowledge of Holy Writ is necessary for the satisfactory 

derstanding of Christian belief.) Scripture and Tradition 
comprise the twofold rule of Faith. The attentive reader may 
discover lying hidden in these pages beliefs and practices with 

: 


2 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


which we are familiar. Throughout the centuries the Church 
has mined these treasures, and has brought them into the clear 
light of day for our edification, knowledge and direéttion. 

The Bible has exerted a most powerful influence on the 
world’s literature.) A knowledge of Scripture stories, lessons 
and beauties is a necessity to the student of letters. The greatest 
writers have drawn their inspiration from the Bible; their 
works contain numerous allusions to it. Educators have placed 
it in the English course, and it is frequently studied in the 
schoolroom as a classic. Its reading, then, as a literary master 
piece is necessary for one who wishes intelligently to study 
literature and to develop an appreciation for the best in the 
world’s books. 

The Bible is a book of history. It recounts the story of the 
Jews, their hopes and disappointments, their sorrows and joys, 
and the many eventful incidents in their national life. They 
were the chosen people of God, and it is to them that we owe 
the preservation of the knowledge of the one, true God. Out 
of their midst arose the lovable figure of Jesus Christ, the 
Messias of His people and the Son of God. The story of His 
life on earth—the greatest biography ever written, because 
written by the divinely inspired Gospel writers—is told in the 
pages of Holy Scripture. The interesting narrative of the be- 
ginnings of the Church which He founded, of the struggles 
of her early days, finds considerable space in this divine his- 
tory. For the student of nations and men, therefore, the Bible 
is a work of primary importance. 

Explanation of Names. The Bible has been called by 
many names. Its most popular title is “The Holy Bible.” 
BrBxE is derived from thé Greek Biblos which means “book.” 
It is called “The Holy Bible,” \because it is a book sacred to 
Jews and Christians. It is also/known as the “Book of Books,” 
because of the preéminence which it holds among all books. 
No other volume has exerted so great an influence on the lives 
of men and nations. 
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f SACRED ScRIPTURE is derived from the Latin Sacra S criptura, \ 
\ and means “holy writing” ; hence the English term “Holy Writ.” 
Op AnD New TEsTAMENTs describe its two main divisions. 
(A testament is a will or document bequeathing an inheritance to 
descendants. | The Old Testament is God’s will made known 
to the Jewish people; the New Testament, the document of 
inheritance which He has bequeathed to the world through His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

CovENANT, though not used so frequently as in former days, 
is still found in references. It means an agreement or com- 
pact ; the Bible is the account of the solemn agreement between 
God and man. 

Inspiration. ( It has been the constant belief of Jews and 
Christians that the Old and New Testaments are inspired—that 
is, they were written by men under the guidance and impulse of 
the Holy Ghost. .The Council of the Vatican has stated this 
belief concisely: / 

“These (books) the Church holds both sacred and canonical, 
not because, having been carefully composed by human industry, 
they were afterwards approved by her authority, nor merely 
because they contained revelation with no admixture of error; 
but because, having been written under the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, they have God for their author, and have been 
delivered as such to the Church herself.” (Sess. III, Chap. II.) 

Many centuries before this pronouncement 5t. Augustine 
summed up the belief of his time when he said, K‘In the Holy 
Scriptures God speaks through man in a human manner. 

(God, therefore, is the primary author of the Sacred Books. 
He it is who gave their writers the impulse to write, enlight- 
ened them as to the truths which He wished to convey, guided 
them in the choice of subjects and of language to express the 
correct meaning, kept them from falling into error, and pro- 
vided that the doctrines of faith found in the original text 
should be preserved intact in authentic translations in various 
Ces) 
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Inspiration does not mean that the sacred authors were de- 
‘prived of their characteristic modes of expression. Their 
peculiarities of diction and phrasing were not destroyed ; there 
are marked differences in the styles of all the sacred writers. 
Hence, as human authors, they reflect the culture of their times 
and the environment in which they lived. 

The race was in its childhood in the time of Moses and for 
many centuries later. Scientific and abstract expressions would 
not have been understood. The sacred writers wrote in the 
language and figurative speech. ‘of the day.. They were ftot— 
writing books of science, but books of religion, and they con- 
veyed the great truths and lessons in simple language suited to 
the time. Bible writers labored over their manuscripts as other 
writers do, and they encountered difficulties in their composi- 
tion. Some were conscious ‘of being divinely inspired; others 
may not have been. Inspiration simply led them to express the 
meaning which God intended to convey. 

The Canon of Scripture. Numerous efforts have been 
made to place among the Holy Scriptures various books es- 
teemed sacred, and from the earliest times the Church has 
found it necessary to exercise a jealous supervision over the 
writings intrusted to her care. Only divinely inspired works 
recognized as such by the Apostles have attained the dignity of 
Holy Scripture. They constitute the Canon, a Greek word. 
meaning “rule” or “standard,” which is used because these 
books are a rule or standard of belief and good deeds for men; 
or, according to other scholars, because they were the standard 
for what was to be read in the services of the Church. 

It is not within the scope of this volume to relate the history 
of the Jewish Canon or of the Old Testament Canon, as ac- 
cepted by the Church. There are books received by the Church 
as divine which present-day Jews will not accept. Likewise, dur- 
ing the great religious upheaval of the sixteenth century, Prot- 
estants refused recognition of some of the traditionally accepted 
writings, when these did not agree with the new doctrines. 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION 5 


Scholars have examined the intricate difficulties relating to 
the Canon. (The Church has steadfastly held to the “canon- 
icity” of the books as found in the old Latin Vulgate of St. 
Jerome.) In her guardianship of the sacred books, she is 
assisted by the Holy Ghost whose aid is guaranteed her to the 
end of time, and through her divine commission to guide and 
teach, it is her privilege to decide upon the basis of apostolic 
tradition which books belong to the depository of divine revela- 
tion, and which do not, and where the genuine text is to be 
found. 

In early times some other works, written by pious men or 

women, were considered by many persons to have a divine 
origin. Such works were frequently anonymous; some were 
ascribed to various apostles and disciples, though written by 
other authors. The number of these books is very large. Many 
are filled with fantastic tales, unfounded legends and even 
heretical doctrine. They have not been admitted to the Canon, 
but they are valuable because they give the scholar information 
concerning the habits, customs and opinions of the times. 
They are called Apocrypha, which means hidden or spurious 
te) 
The Number of Books{ The Bible is not one book; it is 
a collection of books written at various times over a period of 
perhaps sixteen hundred yearg The main division is into two 
parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The former division comprises the sacred writings of the 
Jews ; the latter, those of the Christians. (In both divisions there 
are seventy-two books, forty-five of which belong to the Old 
Testament (counting the Lamentations of Jeremias as one with 
his prophecies) and twenty-seven to the New. 

(There are three classes of books in the Old Testament; the 
historical, prophetical and doctrinal.) No class, however, is ex- 
clusive of the other two; historical writings, for instance, con- 
tain prophetic and doctrinal passages; but the books are thus 
classified in order to emphasize their chief characteristics. The 
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(doctrinal are frequently called didactic books, because they 
teach;\as they contain jthe beautiful poetry of the Hebrews, 
they are also known as poetical books ; and since they inculcate 
wisdom (Latin, sapientia), they are sometimes called sapiential 
books; their chief contents are the principles of morality, and 
hence they are also classed as moral books. 

The New Testament is usually divided into the Four Gos- 
pels, the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles and the Apocalypse. 
The Four Gospels and Acts are chiefly historical; the Epistles 
are didactic, and the Apocalypse is prophetic. / 

Authenticity. The inspiration and canonicity of the sacred 
books can be accepted only by an act of faith called forth by 
the infallible teaching of the Church based upon the apostolic 
traditions. The genuine nature of the Scriptures, so far as 
their historical character is concerned, is beyond dispute; no 
work of antiquity is so well authenticated. 

The Old Testament writings were jealously preserved with 
extreme care by the Jews who watched over the smallest de- 
tails lest anything be added to the texts or be taken away from 
them. This supervision was maintained because the Jews be- 
lieved the books were the handiwork of God, and, though the 
Scriptural contents do not glorify the Jewish race but fre- 
quently chastise it for its lapses, the writings were kept care- 
fully, as befitted a divine revelation. Moreover, researches into 
the archeological remains of the Jews and their neighbors have 
verified the historical facts of the Biblical narrative. 

If the Old Testament accounts are accepted as authentic, the 
contents of the New Testament have a like claim to our belief. 
They have been protected anxiously by the Church from the 
beginning. Those works that laid claim to divine inspiration 
but could not prove their apostolic origin, were classed among 
the Apocrypha, even though they were sound in doctrine and 
edifying in their lessons. 

The writers of the canonical books were contemporaries and 
in most cases eye-witnesses of the events they record. They 
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were simple, religious men whose sole aim was to give the truth 
about the marvelous things which it was their privilege to see 
and hear. They tell their stories in simple, straightforward lan- 
guage without literary pretence, affectation or exaggeration. 
The simplicity and sincerity of their accounts constitute strong 
proofs that neither were they deceived nor did they intend to 
deceive. In some cases they were careful to distinguish their 
own writings from spurious compositions, as in the case of St. 
Paul who vouches with his own signature for the genuineness 
of his epistles. 

Existing Codices. None of the original manuscripts has 
survived; some were destroyed at various times by fire, war, 
or enemies; others probably were lost. The loss of the manu- 
scripts in no way impairs the value of the revelation contained 
in them; for if God wishes a truth to be known to successive 
generations, He will arrange for its preservation either in orig- 
inal writings or in copies or in sacred tradition. There are 
numerous copies of codices existing. There are over a hundred 
that were written between the fourth and tenth centuries of 
our era. They are written in Hebrew, Greek or Latin on calf- 
skin (vellum) or papyrus. The most valuable codices are the 
Sinaitic (so called because discovered in a monastery on Mt. 
Sinai), the Vatican, the Alexandrine, the Parisian and the 
Cambridge. All are of great age, dating back to the fourth, 
fifth, or sixth century. Photographic copies have made them 
available to scholars. 

Interpretation of Scripture. In the Second Epistle of 
St. Peter (i:20, 21), we read, “No prophecy of scripture is 
made by private interpretation. For prophecy came not by the 
will of man at any time: but the holy men of God spoke, in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost.” Since the Sacred Scriptures are in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost, they can be rightly interpreted only 
under His guidance. The Church is directed by Him, and it is 
her prerogative to explain the revealed truths of God as found 
in the inspired writings. 
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The Councils of Trent and of the Vatican affirmed this right, 
the latter Council using the following words, “The holy synod 
declares that no one relying on his own judgment shall dare to 
wrest Holy Scripture in accordance with his opinion, contrary 
to that which our Holy Mother Church held and still holds; for 
to her does it belong to decide upon the true meaning and in- 
terpretation of Holy Scripture;-nor shall anyone dare to ex- 
pound the same Holy Scripture in a way contrary to the 

janimous decision of the Fathers.” 

Cthe great religious revolt of the sixteenth century was 
founded largely on the belief that each person should interpret 
the Bible according to his own indamene The present disor- 
ganized condition of Protestantism is the result. There are 
insuperable limitations to the doctrine of private interpretation. 
(he Bible contains many “things hard to be understood which 
the unlearned and unstable wrest .. . to their own destruc- 
_e—tion” (2 Peter iii: 16)) 

A knowledge of languages, especially of Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin, and an acquaintance with the history of the times and 
local customs are necessary for the discovery of the correct 
meaning of many passages. The average man has neither the 
leisure to study nor the ability to master such knowledge. It 
is reasonable, therefore, that God should appoint an official 
teacher of the sacred text so that men should not go astray in 
their interpretations. 

Scholars are given great latitude in their researches; they in 
turn have taken advantage of the opportunities offered them, 
and her roster of names of great Biblical scholars is one of the 
glories of the Church. Under her auspices a Commission for 
the Promotion of Biblical Studies and the Biblical Institute 
were established. All these workers are in Rome, finding the 
way to a clearer interpretation of Holy Writ and striving to 
foster in the hearts of men a deeper love for God’s word. 

English Translations of the Bible. The sacred books 
were written at different times in various languages{ A few 
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books were written in Greek, a few in Aramaic, a Hebrew 
dialect, and the rest, by far the larger number, in Hebrew.) (A 
Greek translation was made for Ptolemy Philadelphus (B.C. 
286-246), then the ruler of Egypt, who wished to add the 
holy writings of the Jews to the great library in Alexandria} 
(This version is called the Septuagint (LXX), so named because 
popular tradition held that it was translated by about seventy 
Israelites, six from each tribe.) This Greek text was used by 
the Egyptian Jews, who had almost forgotten their mother 
tongue in an alien land, and in later days the Septuagint enjoyed 
the esteem of the Fathers of the Church. 

The New Testament was written in Greek except for St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, which was composed in Aramaic. In A.D. 
382 Pope Damasus entrusted to St. Jerome the task of re- 
vising some Latin translations of the New Testament. St. 
Jerome, however, did most of his work in translating from the 
original Greek and Hebrew texts into Latin. His edition is 
called the Vulgate because it is the common or popular (Latin 
vulgus, people) Latin version. 

It has preéminence among all the translations. Before the 
invention of the printing press, it was copied widely by hand 
in the scriptoria or writing-rooms of monasteries and convents. 
Numerous errors crept into the original text in this way. Re- 
visions were planned to detect them, and one was carried out, 
imperfectly, however. Pope Pius X in 1907 asked the Benedic- 
tine Order to undertake the great task of restoring the original 
Vulgate text. Since then a commission of scholarly monks 
has been working assiduously on the Latin translation and 
has recently had the happiness of presenting to the Holy 
Father the earlier volumes of the completely revised edition. 

English translations of various parts of the Bible appeared 
as early as the seventh century. Czdmon, St. Bede the Vener- 
able, King Alfred, Richard Rolle of Hampole and many others 
translated portions into the language of the people. These ver- 
sions were quite numerous when one considers the difficulties 
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lying in the way of the wide diffusion of books before the intro- 
duction of printing. The Reformation in England brought 
with it a flood of translations which, due to the lately invented 
printing press, obtained a large circulation. Many of them were 
unscholarly and were tainted by religious bias ; some had been 
deliberately perverted to suit the doctrines of the translators. 

There was need for a Catholic version that would render the 
sacred text in an authentic and scholarly manner, and would 
enable the followers of the old Church to defend their beliefs 
against attack. The task was undertaken by Father William 
Allen, afterward Cardinal, and a number of collaborators, chief 
among them being Fathers Gregory Martin, Richard Bristow, 
John Reynolds and Thomas Worthington—all scholars em- 
inently fitted for the work, and graduates of Oxford. Since 
these priests were residing in the English College at Rheims 
in France to which they had fled during the persecutions, the 
work was begun there in 1578. 

The New Testament was completed four years later, but it 
was not until 1609 that the Old Testament was published at 

(Douay i in F landers}-the long delay being occasioned by “lacke 
of good meanes” and “our poor estate in banishment.” 

Dr. Martin did most of the translating; the revisions and 
annotations were the work of the others. The Vulgate was 
used, and a literal rendering of it was made, “translated faith- 
fully into English out of the authentical Latin, according to the 
best corrected copies of the same, diligently conferred with the 
Greeks and other editions in diuers languages.” 

The translators stated that nothing was done, “either truly or 
obscurely on purpose in favour of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion.” Their anxiety to give a faithful translation led them 
into the use of Latinisms and awkward expressions, but on the 
whole their work is characterized by accuracy and vigor. The 
Protestant translators of the Authorized Version of 1611, 
commonly called the King James Version, were greatly indebted 
to the Rheims-Douay Bible. 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION a 


Many revisions have been made with a view to removing’ 
the Latinisms and to converting the antiquated expressions 
into more modern language. The most famous revision is that 
of Dr. Challoner which has largely replaced the original ver- 
sion. It is the text used in this book. The Westminster Ver- 
sion is being edited by American and English scholars. 

Dogmatic and Moral Value of Scripture. Christianity 
is founded upon the traditions handed down by the Apostles 
and the Fathers of the Church and upon the revealed word 
of God as found in the Bible. \Tradition and Scripture con- 
stitute the two bases of Faith.) 

In order to understand the doctrines of religion, it is neces- 
sary to know the writings in which God has revealed His 
truths to men. These doctrines, or dogmas, are found in both 
the Old Testament and the New. The latter, however, contains 
the fullness of divine revelation, though it cannot be understood 
adequately without a knowledge of the Old Testament. ( As a 
book of the principles of belief, the Bible has no equal, because 
it contains the teachings, not of man, but of God Himself 

It is also a book of morals or conduct. ) During the long 
course of centuries while fallen men were fighting their way 
up from savagery, they forgot the principles of decent living 
and sank lower and lower in morals. They turned to false 
gods, often became idol worshipers, and even deified their own 
passions. Transgressors were frequently punished by God in 
order that they might realize the evil of their ways. Prophets 
and learned men were sent as divine messengers who rebuked 
the wrong-doers and gave them advice. These men were sent 
especially to the Jews, God’s chosen people. 

The work of purification was completed by Christ who 
offered Himself to His Heavenly Father as a sacrifice for the 
sins of men. His moral teachings are found throughout the 
Gospels and in the letters written by His followers, the Apostles. 
They reach their highest point in the Beatitudes preached by 
Our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount. 
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These teachings are the basis of modern civilization, and no 
one can hope to understand the history of the Christian era 
without knowing them. All that we are today is dye to Christ 
and His teachings; only these have proved sufficient to solve 
the great problems of men. |The Bible contains them; it is 
therefore the greatest book of morals in the world. 

The extracts in this volume give the reader only a glimpse of 
those great dogmatic and moral truths that have transformed 
the world. The notes will draw his attention to them further. 
A study of the pertinent selections will give him a solid foun- 
dation for deeper research into Christian doctrines, will nourish 
his faith and will render more Christlike his daily actions. 

Literary Value. The Bible is primarily a book of religion, 
and as such it holds our chief interest. But if one were not a 
believer, he would still find it absorbing as a literary masterpiece 
without an equal in the world of letters. When Sir Walter 
Scott was very ill, he requested Lockhart, his son-in-law and 
biographer, to read to him. When the latter inquired what book 
he preferred, the great novelist replied, “Need you ask? 
There is but one.””, And Lockhart read from the Bible. 

All the great men and women who have attained eminence in 
the field of literature are indebted to the Sacred Scriptures. A 
list of those who have written of their love for the inspired 
word would include many great authors. Bible stories have 
found their way into the books of all languages. Biblical dic- 
tion has been woven into the very fabric of speech and espe- 
cially of English speech. : 

No one can hope to know and appreciate literature unless he 
knows the Bible. It contains all the literary forms with which 
we are familiar. \ Though it is chiefly a work of history, poetry 
and prose in their many forms are found therein.) One can 
discern lyrics, elegies, odes, epics, dramas, orations, iographies, 
prayers, rhapsodies, songs, narrations and descriptions of rare 
beauty. In its English versions the Bible has been the model 
upon which many great writers have based their literary style. 
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Its language is direct, simple, expressive and filled with beau- 
tiful cadences. { It is frequently archaic, but the ancient lan- 
guage brings with it a charm and solemnity that would be lack- 
ing if the sublime thoughts were clothed in modern speech,) 
Occasionally one meets with ungrammatical constructions and 
violations of rhetorical usage, but it must be remembered that 
the rules of grammar and. rhetoric are of comparatively recent 
date.( The Rheims-Douay Version is representative of the tran- 
sition period between the English of Shakespeare and that of 
Queen Anne. The King James Version was issued in ae 

The reader will discover literary beauty in almost all the 
sacred pages. Much may not be evident at first sight, but con- 
stant reading will bring out beauties of thought and diction 
that will be lost in a hasty perusal. The custom of daily read- 
ing will beget an appreciation that will find expression in the 
reader’s own thought and style. 

Biblical and Modern Literature. (The writers of the 

-sacred books were Orientals./ They lived at the crossroads of 
the ancient world. They were touched on three sides by the 
peoples of Asia, and on the fourth side their country was 
bounded by the Mediterranean, that great sea which aided so 
much the culture of Europe and North Africa. It was due 
to Palestine’s fortunate location that Biblical literature attained 
its richness and variety. 

The Old Testament is full of Oriental imagery. This some- 
times appears strange to Western readers. Its figures of speech 
are striking and colorful. We Americans are accustomed to 
hide our emotions, but the man of the East permits full expres- 
sion to his feelings. 

The New Testament was written when the Jewish world was 
largely influenced by Western thought. The nation was under 
the control of Rome; Greeks had settled in the country. Roman 
brevity and Greek clarity (and sometimes subtlety) found their 
way into the speech of the people. These qualities are found 
in the New Testament narrative. There are a few selections 
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that bring to mind the impassioned passages of the older Jewish 
writings ; but generally the prose runs along smoothly, clearly, 
dispassionately, and without conscious striving after style. In 
the parables of Our Lord we find the Oriental love of figures, 
but for the greater part, the story of the New Dispensation is 
told simply and beautifully. 

“ Much of the beauty of the Bible is lost to the reader in the 
present numbered verse arrangement. The numbering scheme 
was introduced to help ready reference, but desirable as it may 
be for study and controversy, it obscures the beauty and de- 
stroys the even-reading quality of the narrative. An attempt 
has been made in this book to present the text in paragraph 
form, and to eliminate some of the heavy punctuation of the 
Douay-Rheims Version. These departures from the regular 
arrangement have been made in the hope that they will bring 
out into greater relief the meaning and the beauties of the 
selections. 

Hebrew and English Poetry. A most striking difference 
between the two literatures is seen in the nature of their poetry. 
Our English verse is characterized by rhythm, which is the 
regular recurrence of accented and unaccented syllables in a 
line, and frequently by rime, or the regular occurrence of similar 
sounds at the ends of the verses or within them. 

Hebrew poetry, while possessing rhythm of accent and 
occasionally rime, is distinguished rather by a rhythm of ideas. - 
There is a symmetry of thoughts within the sentence and some- 
times between the larger members of the composition. This 
characteristic is called Parallelism. The thought is expressed 
more than once in parallel clauses but is expressed in different 
ways. It may be developed by repetition, contrast or compari- 
son. A few examples will suffice: 


My son, hear the instruction of thy father, 
And forsake not the law of thy mother. 
PROVERBS 1:8. 
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A mild answer breaketh wrath, 
But a harsh word stirreth up fury. 
PROVERBS xvi I. 


The patient man is better than the valiant, 
And he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh cities. 
PROVERBS XVi: 32. 


In English there are various verse groupings, which we call 
stanzas. Hebrew poetry does not possess a definite stanzaic 
arrangement. The verses are usually grouped in sets of two 
lines, though we occasionally meet groups of three, four, five, 
or even six lines. Many poems are arranged according to the 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet, a device to aid the memory. 

Old Testament verse attains its greatest beauty in the psalms 
of David and the wise sayings of his son, Solomon. David 
is one of the greatest lyric poets of all time. There are but 
few poetical compositions in the New Testament. The Mag- 
nificat, or Hymn of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Luke i: 46 ff.) ; 
the Benedictus, or Canticle of Zacharias (Luke i: 68 ff.), and 
the Nunc Dimittis, or Canticle of Simeon (Luke ii: 29 ff.) are 
the most beautiful and best known. There are a few remnants 
of early Christian hymns found in the Epistles, but we must 
look to the Old Testament for the bulk of Biblical poems. 

Biblical Drama. Many of the Biblical poems are dramatic. 
They were composed for recitation by groups of people who 
would answer one another, much after the fashion of the Greek 
choruses which they antedated. Many psalms have these 
strophic and antistrophic verses, showing that they were used 
in religious processions and services. It is in them that we 
discover the beginnings of the liturgy of the Church and the 
seeds of the drama. 

The Book of Job contains the greatest dramatic literature of 
the Bible. It has all the force of a Greek tragedy together 
with striking figures of speech that recall Shakespeare, but it 
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also possesses a profundity of thought that has never been 
excelled. It has been acted cecasionally upon the modern stage. 
It is the first drama. The theatre can trace its ancestry back 
through modern days to the mystery and miracle plays of the 
Middle Ages and from them back to the drama of Job, with 
its plot that attempts to solve the great problem of suffering. 

In reading the dramatic selections of Scripture, it should be 
remembered that the play of today had its beginnings in wor- 
ship. The Church appropriated and adapted many old Hebrew 
customs and much Hebrew literature and placed them in her 
liturgy. The ceremonies of divine worship gave birth to the 
religious plays of the Days of Faith, and those plays became 
in turn the progenitors of the dramatic works of today. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT 


HE Land of the Jews. A study of the map will show 

that the Jewish people were placed in a most advantageous 
position for their prerogative as the Chosen People of God, 
who were destined to transmit their belief in Him and in His 
message to the world. Their country bordered on both the 
eastern and western civilizations; and though they lived at the 
crossroads of the ancient world, they enjoyed security for 
the development of their national and religious ideals without 
losing contact with the neighboring nations. 

On the north, Palestine was protected from Phcenicia and 
Syria by the Lebanon Mountains; on the west, by the Mediter- 
ranean, which was the highroad to the culture of Europe; and 
on the east and the south by vast stretches of desert, separating 
Palestine from Syria, Babylonia and Egypt. The Jews were 
surrounded by nations distinguished for their progress and 
were in close proximity to the great trading centers of Tyre, 
Damascus, Petra and Alexandria. 

Palestine is a small, hilly country, divided into two sections 
by the river Jordan which connects two seas, or lakes, Galilee, 
or Genesareth, in the north and the Dead Sea in the south. 
East of the river is the section called Perea, or Gilead, a land 
of hills and deserts, appropriately called “The Wilderness” 
by the people. Palestine’s western section played the greater 
part in history; for west of the Jordan were located the im- 
portant cities and the Mediterranean coast. The length of 
Palestine is about 180 miles from north to south; its width from 
east to west is about 90 miles in the southern part and about 4o 
in the northern. The country’s area is approximately 12,000 
square miles, or about the area of the state of Maryland. 
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The climate is usually mild, with a rainy season in October 
and another in March. In summer the eastern winds, heated 
by the hot sands of Arabia, blow over the country, parching 
the land and making it uncomfortable. The northern winds, 
chilled by the snow on top of the Lebanons, sometimes sweep 
down over the valleys, bringing with them a piercing cold. 

A Brief History of the Jews. It was to this country that 
Abraham came about twenty centuries before the coming of 
Christ. He was called out of Ur of the Chaldees by Almighty 
God and told to go to Palestine, where he would become the 
founder of a great nation. In token of his divine mission his 
name was changed from Abram to Abraham, the latter name 
meaning the father of the multitude. He and his wife Sara 
had a son, Isaac, who married Rebecca, a kinswoman. A son, 
Jacob, was born to them, who later became the father of twelve 
sons, the founders of the twelve tribes of the Jews. 

The story of one of these sons, Joseph, is among the most 
interesting in the sacred books. When a youth, he was sold 
into captivity in Egypt and in time so improved his condition 
in that country that he rose to a position in the government 
second only to that of the Pharao, or king. During a great 
famine in Palestine, his kinsmen were invited to settle in a fer- 
tile section of Egypt. As the years rolled on, they became very 
numerous, and the Egyptians complained of these strangers 
within their borders. A king who “knew not Joseph” came to — 
the throne; the Jews were sorely oppressed, and eventually, in 
the fifteenth century before Christ, under the leadership of 
Moses and Josue, they escaped from the country, a path 
through the Red Sea being made for them by God’s power. 

They wandered about the peninsula of Sinai for forty years, 
enjoying the singular protection of God and sustained by a 
miraculous bread, or manna, in this barren wilderness. It was 
during this period that Moses was given the Ten Command- 
ments and that God selected Aaron and his sons for the priest- 
hood that was to play such a large part in history. Moses died 


21 


INTRODUCTION TO OLD TESTAMENT 





“A NUONIOD ONILAVEG 1WY3INID 


Ck] 
os 09 OF 02 0 


SOL JO a[B0g 
SNdoxa 
ay} Jo 
oynoy pue spuey 


e PIOaeYTG A (Ort 
x “0 _| syodoyexe 
reese 


22 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


before entering the land of his fathers, but his followers took 
possession of the promised land of Chanaan, or Palestine, which 
once more became the home of the race. ~ 

Their government was a theocracy. God was their king, 
and their national life was deeply colored by their belief in 
Him. -They were ruled in patriarchal fashion by judges, or 
elders. But in time they clamored for a king; and God 
ordered the prophet Samuel to anoint young Saul as their 
first monarch. He ruled for many years and was victorious 
in repelling the attacks of neighboring tribes, especially the 
Philistines. It was in a battle with the latter tribe that the 
stripling, David, distinguished himself by killing the giant, 
Goliath. The youth thus became a popular hero and on Saul’s 
death was made king. 

The Jews now entered upon a period filled with glory. With 
the assistance of Hiram, King of Tyre, David built a royal 
palace and began to erect in Jerusalem a magnificent temple, 
which was completed under Solomon. David extended the 
frontiers of his kingdom to the mountains of Lebanon on the 
north and to Egypt on the south; to the Euphrates River on the 
east and to the Mediterranean Sea on the west. He was a 
poet of note and enjoys with Moses and Solomon the dis- 
tinction of preéminence in Jewish letters. Many psalms were 
composed by him or under his direction. The latter part of his 
life was clouded by the revolt of his son, Absalom. 

David was succeeded by Solomon, who dedicated the Temple, 
and who reigned with a magnificence unparalleled in Jewish his- 
tory. The splendors of his court became renowned throughout 
antiquity, and thither went many famous persons to do him 
homage and to listen to his words of wisdom. But luxury cor- 
rupted his faith and he gave habitations to false gods introduced 
by his many wives. 

God punished him, for at his death, about a thousand years 
before the coming of Christ, his kingdom was divided. Ro- 
boam, his son, was received as king by the nation. He refused 
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however to lift the burdens from a complaining people, and 
when Jeroboam appeared, ten tribes refused allegiance to 
Roboam and followed Jeroboam, his popular brother. They 
formed the kingdom of Israel in the north, while Roboam was 
left with two tribes to head the kingdom of Juda in the south. 

Then followed long years of civil conflict. Juda knew the 
reigns of warlike kings and also of weak ones. A disastrous 
war with Syria occurred. The ten tribes of Israel were cap- 
tured by the Assyrians, transported to the inland districts of 
the empire, and their identity as a distinct people was lost for- 
ever. For many years the kingdom of Juda struggled for its 
existence with the forces of Egypt and Assyria. 

The prophet Jeremias prophesied the approaching dissolution 
of the state. At last in B.C. 588 the Babylonian king, Nabu- 
chodonosor, destroyed Jerusalem with its beautiful temple. 
Josias, the king, was thrown into prison, and the people were 
sent captive to Babylon. It was during this Babylonian exile 
that the prophet Jeremias voiced the woes of his people, that 
Ezechiel related his splendid visions and that Daniel foretold 
the coming of the expected Messias. 

After seventy years of exile the Jews were released by Cyrus 
the Persian, the conqueror of Babylon. They returned to their 
native land and rebuilt the temple. During the next few cen- 
- turies the shattered kingdom was more and more affected by 
foreign influence and was torn by internal strife. Judas Macha- 
beus and his brethren offered a stubborn resistance to Antiochus 
Epiphanes and his successors. But the fight was a long and 
losing one; finally the Romans extended their conquests to 
the land of the Jews. The Roman armies were irresistible; 
Jerusalem was taken by force in B.C. 63, and the land of Moses, 
David, and Solomon sank to the position of a tributary prov- 
ince of the huge Roman Empire. 
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READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 


1. THE STORY OF CREATION 


N the beginning God created heaven and earth. And the 

earth was void and empty, and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep; and the spirit of God moved over the waters. 
And God said, “Be light made.” And light was made. And 
God saw the light that it was good; and he divided the light 
from the darkness. And he called the light Day, and the dark- 
ness Night; and there was evening and morning one day. 

And God said, “Let there be a firmament made amidst the 
waters: and let it divide the waters from the waters.” And 
God made a firmament, and divided the waters that were under 
the firmament from those that were above the firmament, and 
it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven; and the 
evening and the morning were the second day. 

God also said, “Let the waters that are under the heaven be 
gathered together into one place: and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so done. And God called the dry land Earth; and 
the gathering together of the waters he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. And he said, “Let the earth bring forth 
the green herb and such as may seed, and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after its kind, which may have seed in itself upon the 
earth.” And it was so done. 

And the earth brought forth the green herb and such as yield- 
eth seed according to its kind, and the tree that beareth fruit, 
having seed each one according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights made in the firmament 
of heaven to divide the day and the night, and let them be for 
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signs, and for seasons, and for days and years: to shine in the 
firmament of heaven and to give light upon the earth.” And 
it was so done. And God made two great lights: a greater 
light to rule the day; and a lesser light to rule the night: and 
the stars. And he set them in the firmament of heaven to shine 
upon the earth, and to rule the day and the night, and to divide 
the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
And the evening and morning were the fourth day. 

God also said, “Let the waters bring forth the creeping 
creature having life, and the fowl that may fly over the earth 
under the firmament of heaven.” And God created the great 
whales, and every living and moving creature which the waters 
brought forth, according to their kinds, and every winged fowl 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And 
he blessed them, saying, “Increase and multiply, and fill the 
waters of the sea: and let the birds be multiplied upon the 
earth. And the evening and morning were the fifth day.” 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
in its kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the earth, 
according to their kinds.” And it was so done. And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, and cattle, and 
everything that creepeth on the earth after its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 

And he said, “Let us make man to our image and likeness: 
and let him have dominion over the fishes of the sea, and the 
fowls of the air, and the beasts, and the whole earth, and every 
creeping creature that moveth upon the earth.’ And God 
created man to his own image: to the image of God he created 
him: male and female he created them. And God blessed them, 
saying, “Increase and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 
and rule over the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, 
and all living creatures that move upon the earth.” 

And God said, “Behold I have given you every herb bearing 
seed upon the earth, and all trees that have in themselves seed 
of their own kind, to be your meat: and to all beasts of the 
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earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to all that move upon 
the earth, and wherein there is life, that they may have to feed 
upon.”” And it was so done. And God saw all the things that 
he had made, and they were very good. And the evening and 
morning were the sixth day. 

So the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the furni- 
ture of them. 

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had 
made: and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which 
he had done. And he blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 
because in it he had rested from all his work which God created 
and made. 


2. THE CREATION OF MAN AND HIS FALL 


ND the Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth: 
and breathed into his face the breath of life, and man be- 
came a living soul. 

And the Lord God had planted a paradise of pleasure from 
the beginning wherein he placed man whom he had formed. 
And the Lord God brought forth of the ground all manner of 
trees, fair to behold, and pleasant to eat of : the tree of life also 
in the midst of paradise: and the tree of knowledge of good and 
tl eee 

And the Lord God took man, and put him into the paradise of 
pleasure to dress it and to keep it. And he commanded him, 
saying, “Of every tree of paradise thou shalt eat; but of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For in 
what day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt die the death.” 

And the Lord God said, “It is not good for man to be alone: 
let us make him a help like unto himself.” And the Lord God 
having formed out of the ground all the beasts of the earth, 
and all the fowls of the air, brought them to Adam to see what 
he would call them ; for whatsoever Adam called any living crea- 
ture the same is its name. And Adam called all the beasts by 
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their names, and all the fowls of the air, and all the cattle of the 
field: but for Adam there was not found a helper like himself. 

Then the Lord God cast a deep sleep upon Adam: and when 
he was fast asleep, he took one of his ribs, and filled‘up flesh for 
it. And the Lord God built the rib which he took from Adam 
into a woman and brought her to Adam. And Adam said, “This 
now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called woman, because she was taken out of man. Wherefore 
a man shall leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they shall be two in one flesh.” And they were both 
naked : to wit, Adam and his wife: and were not ashamed. 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any of the beasts 
of the earth which the Lord God had made. And he said to the 
woman, “Why hath God commanded you that you should not 
eat of every tree of paradise?” And the woman answered him, 
saying, “Of the fruit of the trees that are in paradise we do eat, 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of paradise, 
God hath commanded us that we should not eat, and that we 
should not touch it lest perhaps we die.” And the serpent said 
to the woman, “No, you shall not die the death. For God doth 
know that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes 
shall be opened and you shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil.” 

And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat and fair 
to the eyes, and delightful to behold: and she took of thé fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave to her husband who did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened: and when they perceived 
themselves to be naked, they sewed together fig leaves and made 
themselves aprons. 

And when they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in 
paradise at the afternoon air, Adam and his wife hid them- 
selves from the face of the Lord God amidst the trees of para- 
dise, 

And the Lord God called Adam, and said to him, “Where art 
thou” And he said, “I heard thy voice in paradise, and I 
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was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” And he 
said to him, “And who hath told thee that thou wast naked, 
but that thou hast eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldst not eat?” And Adam said, “The woman, 
whom thou gavest me to be my companion, gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat.” And the Lord God said to the woman, 
“Why hast thou done this?” . And she answered, ‘““The serpent 
deceived me and I did eat.” 

And the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because thou hast 
done this thing, thou art cursed among all cattle and beasts of 
the earth: upon thy breast shalt thou go, and earth shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life. I will put enmities between thee and 
‘the woman, and thy seed and her seed: she shall crush thy head, 
and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.” 

To the woman also he said, “I will multiply thy sorrows and 
thy conceptions: in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and 
thou shalt be under thy husband’s power, and he shall have 
dominion over thee.” And to Adam he said, “Because thou 
hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife and hast eaten of the 
tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat, 
cursed is the earth in thy work; with labor and toil shalt thou 
eat thereof all the days of thy life. Thorns and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herbs of the earth. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
to the earth out of which thou wast taken; for dust thou art, 
and into dust thou shalt return.” 

And Adam called the name of his wife Eve, because she 
was the mother of all the living. And the Lord God made for 
Adam and his wife garments of skins, and clothed them. 

And he said, “Behold Adam is become as one of us, knowing 
good and evil: now, therefore, lest perhaps he put forth his 
hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.” 
And the Lord God sent him out of the paradise of pleasure 
to till the earth from which he was taken. And he cast out 
Adam, and placed before the paradise of pleasure Cherubims, 
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and a flaming sword, turning every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life, 


3. CAIN AND ABEL 


BEL was a shepherd and Cain a husbandman. And it 

came to pass after many days that Cain offered of the 
fruits of the earth gifts to the Lord. . . . Abel also offered of 
the firstlings of his flock and of their fat: and the Lord had 
respect to Abel and to his offerings. But to Cain and his offer- 
ings he had no respect, and Cain was exceedingly angry and 
his countenance fell. 

And the Lord said to him, “Why art thou angry? and why 
is thy countenance fallen? If thou do well, shalt thou not 
receive? but if ill, shall not sin forthwith be present at the 
door? but the lust thereof shall be under thee, and thou shalt 
have dominion over it.” 

And Cain said to Abel his brother, “Let us go forth abroad.” 
And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother 
Abel and slew him, 

And the Lord said to Cain, “Where is thy brother Abel?” 
And he answered, “I know not: am I my brother’s keeper ?” 
And he said to him, “What hast thou done? the voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth to me from the earth. Now, therefore, 
cursed shalt thou be upon the earth which hath opened her 
mouth and received the blood of thy brother at thy hand. When 
thou shalt till it, it shall not yield to thee its fruit: a fugitive and 
a vagabond shalt thou be upon the earth.” 

And Cain said to the Lord, “My iniquity is greater than that 
I may deserve pardon. Behold thou dost cast me out this day 
from the face of the earth, and I shall be hidden from thy face, 
and I shall be a vagabond and a fugitive on the earth: everyone, 
therefore, that findeth me, shall kill me.” 

And the Lord said to him, “No, it shall not be so: but who- 
soever shall kill Cain shall be punished sevenfold.” And the 
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Lord set a mark upon Cain, that whosoever found him should 
not kill him. And Cain went out from the face of the Lord, 
and dwelt as a fugitive on the earth, at the east side of Eden. 


4. THE DELUGE 


Oe God seeing that the wickedness of men was great on 
the earth, and that all the thought of their heart was bent 
upon evil at all times, it repented him that he had made man 
on the earth. And being touched inwardly with sorrow of heart, 
he said, “I will destroy man whom I have created, from the 
face of the earth, from man even to beasts, from the creeping 
thing even to the fowls of the air, for it repenteth me that I 
have made them.” But Noe found grace before the Lord. ... 
Noe was a just and perfect man in his generations: he walked 
with God. ... 

And when God had seen that the earth was corrupted (for all 
flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth), he said to Noe, 
“The end of all flesh is come before me; the earth is filled with 
iniquity through them, and I will destroy them with the earth. 
Make thee an ark of timber planks: thou shalt make little rooms 
in the ark, and thou shalt pitch it within and without. 

“And thus shalt thou make it. The length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 
height of it thirty cubits. Thou shalt make a window in the 
ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish the top of it; and the door 
of the ark thou shalt set in the side: with lower, middle cham- 
bers, and third stories shalt thou make it. Behold I will bring 
the waters of a great flood upon the earth to destroy all flesh 

‘wherein is the breath of life under heaven. All things that are 
in the earth shall be consumed. 

“And I will establish my covenant with thee, and thou shalt 
enter into the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and the 
wives of thy sons with thee. And of every living creature of all 
flesh, thou shalt bring two of a sort into the ark that they may 
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live with thee, of the male sex, and the female. Of fowls ac- 
cording to their kind, and of beasts in their kind, and of every- 
thing that creepeth on the earth according to its kind; two of 
every sort shall go in with thee, that they may live. Thou shalt 
take unto thee of all food that may be eaten, and thou shalt lay 
it up with thee, and it shall be food for thee and them.” And 
Noe did all things which God commanded him. 

And the Lord said to him, “Go in thou and all thy house 
into the ark, for thee I have seen just in this generation. Of 
all clean beasts take seven and seven, the male and the female; 
but of the beasts that are unclean two and two, the male and the 
female; of the fowls also of the air seven and seven, the male 
and the female, that seed may be saved upon the face of the 
whole earth. For yet a while, and after seven days, I will rain 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will destroy 
every substance that I have made, from the face of the earth.” 
And Noe did all things which the Lord had commanded him. 
And he was six hundred years old when the waters of the flood 
overflowed the earth. . 

And Noe went in and his sons, his wife aid the wives of his 


' sons with him into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. 


And of beasts clean and unclean, and of fowls, and of every- 
thing that moveth upon the earth, two and two went in to Noe 
into the ark, male and female, as the Lord had commanded Noe. 

And after the seven days were passed, the waters of the flood 
overflowed the earth. In the six hundredth year of the life of 
Noe, in the second month, in the seventeenth day of the month, 
all the fountains of the great deep were broken up and the flood 
gates of heaven were opened: and the rain fell upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights . 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth, and the waters 
increased, and lifted up the ark on high from the earth. For 
they overflowed exceedingly, and filled all on the face of the 
earth; and the ark was carried upon the waters. And the 
waters prevailed beyond measure upon the earth, and all the 
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high mountains under the whole heaven were-covered. The 
water was fifteen cubits higher than the mountains which it 
covered. 

And all flesh was destroyed that moved upon the earth, both 
of fowl and of cattle and of beasts and of all creeping things 
that creep upon the earth, and all men. And all things wherein 
there is the breath of life on the earth died. And he destroyed 
all the substance that was upon the earth, from man even to 
beast, and the creeping things and fowls of the air; and they 
were destroyed from the earth; and Noe only remained, and 
they that were with him in the ark, And the waters prevailed 
upon the earth a hundred and fifty days. 

And God remembered Noe and all the living creatures and 
all the cattle which were with him in the ark, and brought a 
wind upon the earth, and the waters were abated. The foun- 
tains also of the deep and the flood gates of heaven were shut 
up, and the rain from heaven was restrained. And the waters 
returned from off the earth going and coming, and they began 
to be abated after a hundred and fifty days. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, the seven and twentieth day of the month, 
upon the mountains of Armenia. And the waters were going 
and decreasing until the tenth month, for in the tenth month, 
the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared. 

And after that forty days were passed, Noe, opening the 
window of the ark which he had made, sent forth a raven, which 
went forth and did not return till the waters were dried up upon 
the earth. He sent forth also a.dove after him, to see if the 
waters had now ceased upon the face of the earth. But she, not 
finding where her foot might rest, returned to him into the ark, 
for the waters were upon the whole earth ; and he put forth his 
hand and caught her, and brought her into the ark. 

And having waited yet seven other days, he again sent forth 
the dove out of the ark. And she came to him in the evening, 
carrying a bough of an olive tree with green leaves, in her 
mouth, Noe, therefore, understood that the waters were ceased 
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upon the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days: and he 
sent forth the dove which returned not any more unto him. 

Therefore in the six hundredth and first year, the first month, 
the first day of the month, the waters were lessened upon the 
earth, and Noe opening the covering of the ark, looked, and saw 
that the face of the earth was dried. In the second month, the 
seven and twentieth day of the month, the earth was dried. 

And God spoke to Noe, saying, “Go out of the ark, thou and 
thy wife, thy sons, and the wives of thy sons with thee. All 
living things that are with thee of all flesh, as well in fowls as 
in beasts, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, bring 
out with thee, and go ye upon the earth: increase and multiply 
upon it.” 

So Noe went out, he and his sons, his wife, and the wives of 
his sons with him. And all living things, and cattle, and creep- 
ing things that creep upon the earth, according to their kinds, 
went out of the ark. And Noe built an altar unto the Lord, 
and taking of all cattle and fowls that were clean, offered holo- 
causts upon the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savour, 
and said, “I will no more curse the earth for the sake of man: 
for the imagination and thought of man’s heart are prone to 
evil from his youth; therefore I will no more destroy every 
living soul as I have done. All the days of the earth, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, night and 
day, shall not cease.” 

And God blessed Noe and his sons. And he said to them, 
“Increase and multiply, and fill the earth. And let the fear 
and dread of you be upon all the beasts of the earth, and upon 
all the fowls of the air, and all that move upon the earth: all the 
fishes of the sea are delivered into your hand. And everything 
that moveth and liveth shall be meat for you: even as the 
green herbs have I delivered them all to you, saving that flesh 
with blood you shall not eat; for I will require the blood of 
your lives at the hand of every beast, and at the hand of man, at 
the hand of every man; and of his brother, will I require the 
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life of man. Whosoever shall shed man’s blood, his blood 
shall be shed, for man was made to the image of God. But 
increase you and multiply, and go upon the earth, and fill it.” 

Thus also said God to Noe, and to his sons with him, “Be- 
hold I will establish my covenant with you, and with your seed 
after you, and with every living soul that is with you, as well in 
all birds as in cattle and beasts of the earth, that are come forth 
out of the ark, and in all the beasts of the earth. I will establish 
my covenant with you, and all flesh shall be no more destroyed 
with the waters of a flood, neither shall there be from henceforth 
a flood to waste the earth.” 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I give 
between me and you, and to every living soul that is with you, 
for perpetual generations. I will set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be the sign of a covenant between me and between the 
earth. And when I shall cover the sky with clouds, my bow 
shall appear in the clouds, and I will remember my covenant 
with you, and with every living soul that beareth flesh: and 
there shall no more be waters of a flood to destroy all flesh. 
And the bow shall be in the clouds, and I shall see it, and shall 
remember the everlasting covenant that was made between God 
and every living soul of all flesh which is upon the earth.” 

And God said to Noe, “This shall be the sign of the covenant 
which I have established between me and all flesh upon the 
earth.” 


5. THE TOWER OF BABEL 


ND the earth was of one tongue and of the same speech. 
ea | And when they removed from the east, they found a plain 
in the land of Sennaar, and dwelt in it. And each one said to 
his neighbour, “Come, let us make brick, and bake them with 
fire.” And they had brick instead of stones, and slime instead of 
mortar. And they said, “Come, let us make a city and a tower, 
the top whereof may reach to heaven: and let us make our name 
famous before we be scattered abroad into all lands.” 
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And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which 
the children of Adam were building. And he said, “Behold, it 
is one people, and all have one tongue: and they have begun to 
do this, neither will they leave off from their designs till they 
accomplish them in deed. Come ye, therefore, let us go down 
and there confound their tongue that they may not understand 
one another’s speech.” And so the Lord scattered them from 
that place into all lands, and they ceased to build the city. 
And therefore the name thereof was called Babel, because there 
the language of the whole earth was confounded: and from 
thence the Lord scattered them abroad upon the face of all 
countries. 


6. THE CALL OF ABRAM 


ND these are the generations of Thare: Thare begot Abram, 
a Nachor, and Aran. And Aran begot Lot... . And 
Abram and Nachor married wives: the name of Abram’s wife 
was Sarai: and the name of Nachor’s wife, Melcha, the daugh- 
ter of Aran, father of Melcha, and father of Jescha. . . . And 
Thare took Abram, his son, and Lot the son of Aran, his son’s 
son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, the wife of Abram his son, 
and brought them out of Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land 
of Chanaan: and they came as far as Haran and dwelt 
tHEres Vcc. 

And the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and out of thy father’s house, and 
come into the land which I shall shew thee. And I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and magnify thy name, 
and thou shalt be blessed. I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse them that curse thee, and in thee shall all the kindred of 
the earth be blessed.” 

So Abram went out as the Lord had commanded him, and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he went 
forth from Haran. And he took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all the substance which they had gathered, 
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and the souls which they had gotten in Haran: and they went 
out to go into the land of Chanaan. And when they were come 
into it, Abram passed through the country into the place of 
Sichem as far as the noble vale. Now the Chanaanite was at 
that time in the land. And the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “To thy seed will I give this land.” And he built 
there an altar to the Lord who had appeared to him. 

And passing on from thence to a mountain that was on the 
east side of Bethel, he there pitched his tent, having Bethel on 
the west, and Hai on the east: he built there also an altar to 
the Lord and called upon his name. 


7. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND 
GOMORRHA 


ND the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot 
| was sitting in the gate of the city. And seeing them, he 
rose up and went to meet them, and worshipped prostrate to the 
ground, and said, “I beseech you, my lords, turn in to the house 
of your servant and lodge there: wash your feet, and in the 
morning you shall go on your way.” And they said, “No, but 
we will abide in the street.” He pressed them very much to turn 
in unto him: and when they were come in to his house, he made 
them a feast, and baked unleavened bread and they ate. 

. . . And when it was morning, the angels pressed him, say- 
ing, “Arise, take thy wife, and the two daughters which thou 
hast ; lest thou also perish in the wickedness of the city.” And 
as he lingered, they took his hand, and the hand of kis wife, 
and of his two daughters, because the Lord spared him. And 
they brought him forth, and set him without the city; and there 
they spoke to him, saying, “Save thy life: look not back, neither 
stay thou in all the country about, but save thyself in the moun- 
tain, lest thou be also consumed.” 

And Lot said to them, “I beseech thee, my Lord, because thy 
servant hath found grace before thee, and thou hast magnified 
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thy mercy which thou hast shewn to me in saving my life, and 
I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil seize me and I 
die; there is this city here at hand to which I may flee. It is 
a little one, and I shall be saved in it. Is it not a little one, and 
my soul shall live?” 

And he said to him, “Behold also in this I have heard thy 
prayers not to destroy the city for which thou hast spoken. 
Make haste and be saved there, because I cannot do anything 
till thou go in thither.” Therefore the name of that city was 
called Segor. 

The sun was risen upon the earth, and Lot entered into 
Segor. And the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrha brim- 
stone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. And he destroyed 
these cities and all the country about, all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and all things that spring from the earth. And his wife 
looking behind her, was turned into a statue of salt. 

And Abraham got up early in the morning, and in the place 
where he had stood before with the Lord, he looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrha and the whole land of that country ; and 
he saw the ashes rise up from the earth as the smoke of a 
furnace. 


8. THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 


FTER these things, God tempted Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham, Abraham.” And he answered, “Here I 
am.” He said to him, “Take thy only begotten son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and go into the land of vision, and there thou shalt 
offer him for an holocaust upon one of the mountains which I 
will shew thee.” 

So Abraham rising up in the night, saddled his ass, and took 
with him two young men, and Isaac his son: and when he had 
cut wood for the holocaust he went his way to the place which 
God had commanded him. 


And on the third day, lifting up his eyes, he saw the place 
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afar off. And he said to his young men, “Stay you here with 
the ass: I and the boy will go with speed as far as yonder, and 
after we have worshipped, will return to you.” And he took 
the wood for the holocaust, and laid it upon Isaac his son, and 
he himself carried in his hands fire and a sword. And as they 
two went on together, Isaac said to his father, “My father.” 
And he answered, “What wilt thou, son?” “Behold,” saith he, 
“fire and wood: where is the victim for the holocaust?” And 
Abraham said, “God will provide himself a victim for an holo- 
caust, my son.” So they went on together. 

And they came to the place which God had shewn him, where 
he built an altar, and laid the wood in order upon it. And when 
he had bound Isaac his son, he laid him on the altar upon the 
pile of wood. And he put forth his hand and took the sword 
to sacrifice his son. And behold an angel of the Lord from 
heaven called to him, saying, “Abraham, Abraham.” And he 
answered, “Here I am.” And he said to him, “Lay not thy 
hand upon the boy, neither do thou anything to him: now I 
know that thou fearest God, and hast not spared thy only be- 
gotten son for my sake.” 

Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw behind his back a ram 
amongst the briers sticking fast by the horns, which he took 
and offered for a holocaust instead of his son, And he called 
the name of that place, The Lord seeth. Whereupon even to 
this day it is said: In the mountain the Lord will see. 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven, saying, “By my own self have I sworn,” saith the 
Lord, “because thou hast done this thing, and hast not spared 
thy only begotten son for my sake: I will bless thee, and I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that 
is by the seashore: thy seed shall possess the gates of their 
enemies. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

Abraham returned to his young men, and they went to Ber- 
sabee together, and he dwelt there. 
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9. ISAAC AND REBECCA 


OW Abraham was old and advanced in age, and the Lord 
VQ had blessed him in all things. And he said to the elder 
servant of his house who was ruler over all he had, “Put thy 
hand under my thigh, that I may make thee swear by the Lord 
the God of heaven and earth, that thou take not a wife for my 
son of the daughters of the Chanaanites among whom I dwell : 
but that thou go to my own country and kindred, and take a 
wife from thence for my son Isaac.” 

The servant answered, “If the woman will not come with me 
into this land, must I bring thy son back again to the place from 
whence thou camest out?” And Abraham said, “Beware thou 
never bring my son back again thither. The Lord God of 
heaven who took me out of my father’s house and out of my 
native country, who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘To 
thy seed will I give this land,’ he will send his angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take from thence a wife for my son. But 
if the woman will not follow thee, thou shalt not be bound by 
the oath; only bring not my son back thither again.” The 
servant therefore put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his 
lord, and swore to him upon this word. 

And he took ten camels of his master’s herd, and departed, 
carrying something of all his goods with him: and he set for- 
ward and went on to Mesopotamia to the city of Nachor. And 
when he had made the camels lie down without the town near 
a well of water in the evening, at the time when women are 
wont to come out to draw water, he said, ““O Lord the God of 
my master Abraham, meet me to day, I beseech thee, and shew 
kindness to my master Abraham. 

“Behold I stand nigh the spring of water, and the daughters 
of the inhabitants of this city will come out to draw water. 
Now, therefore, the maid to whom I shall say, ‘Let down thy 
pitcher that I may drink,’ and she shall answer, ‘Drink, and I 
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will give thy camels drink also,’ let it be the same whom thou 
hast provided for thy servant Isaac: and by this I shall under- — 
stand that thou hast shewn kindness to my master.” | 

Rebecca He had not yet ended these words within himself, and behold © 
Rebecca came out, the daughter of Bathuel, son of Melcha, wife | 

to Nachor the brother of Abraham, having a pitcher on her — 

shoulder, an exceeding comely maid and a most beautiful 
virgin, . . . and she went down to the spring, and filled her 

pitcher and was coming back. And the servant ran to meet her,#| 
and said, “Give me a little water to drink of thy pitcher.” And | 
she answered, “Drink, my lord.” And quickly she let down the : 
pitcher upon her arm, and gave him drink. And when he had : 
drunk, she said, “I will draw water for thy camels also, till _ 
they all drink.’ And pouring out the pitcher into the troughs, : 
she ran back to the well to draw water; and having drawn she © 
gave to all the camels. But he musing beheld her with silence, 
desirous to know whether the Lord had made his journey pros-_ 
perous or not. 

And after that the camels had drunk, the man took out golden 
earrings, weighing two sicles, and as many bracelets of ten _ 
sicles weight. And he said to her, “Whose daughter art thou? | 
tell me: is there any place in thy father’s house to lodge?” And 
she answered, “I am the daughter of Bathuel, the son of 
Melcha, whom she bore to Nachor.” And she said moreover 
to him, “We have good store of both straw and hay, and a large 
place to lodge in.” 

The man bowed himself down, and adored the Lord, saying, 
“Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath not 
taken away his mercy and truth from my master, and hath 
brought me the straight way into the house of my master’s 
brother.” Then the maid ran, and told in her mother’s house 
all that she had heard. 

And Rebecca had a brother named Laban, who went out in 
haste to the man to the well. And when he had seen the earrings 
and bracelets in his sister’s hands, and had heard all that she 
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related, saying, “Thus and thus the man spoke to me,” he came 
to the man who stood by the camels and near to the spring 
of water, and said to him, “(Come in, thou blessed of the Lord: 
why standest thou without? I have prepared the house and a 
place for the camels.” 

And he brought him into his lodging: and he unharnessed 
the camels and gave straw and hay, and water to wash his feet, 
and the feet of the men that were come with him. And bread 
was set before him. But he said, “I will not eat till I tell my 
message.” He answered him, “Speak.” 

And he said, “I am the servant of Abraham, and the Lord 
hath blessed my master wonderfully, and he is become great: 
and he hath given him sheep and oxen, silver and gold, men- 
servants and womenservants, camels and asses. And Sara my 


master’s wife hath borne my master a son in her old age, and 


he hath given him all that he had. And my master made me 
swear, saying, ‘Thou shalt not take a wife for my son of the 
Chanaanites in whose land I dwell: but thou shalt go to my 
father’s house, and shalt take a wife of my own kindred for 
my son.’ 

“But I answered my master, ‘What if the woman will not 
come with me? ‘The Lord,’ said he, ‘in whose sight I walk, 
will send his angel with thee, and will direct thy way: and thou 
shalt take a wife for my son of my own kindred, and of my 
father’s house: but thou shalt be clear from my curse when 
thou shalt come to my kindred if they will not give thee one.’ 

“And I came to day to the well of water, and said, ‘O Lord 
God of my master Abraham, if thou hast prospered my way 
wherein I now walk, behold I stand by the well of water, and 
the virgin that shall come out to draw water, who shall hear me 
say, “Give me a little water to drink of thy pitcher,” and shall 


The 
Servant’s 
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say to me, “Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy . 


camels,” let the same be the woman whom the Lord hath pre- 
pared for my master’s son.’ 
“And whilst I pondered these things secretly with myself, 
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Rebecca appeared coming with a pitcher which she carried on her 
shoulder, and she went down to the well and drew water. And 
I said to her, ‘Give me a little to drink.’ And she speedily let 
down the pitcher from her shoulder, and said to me, ‘Both drink 
thou, and to thy camels I will give drink.’ I drank, and she 
watered the camels. And I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daugh- 
ter art thou?’ And she answered, ‘I am the daughter of 
Bathuel, the son of Nachor, whom Melcha bore to him.’ So 


I put earrings on her to adorn her face, and I put bracelets on 


her hands. And falling down I adored the Lord, blessing the 
Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath brought me the 
straight way to take the daughter of my master’s brother for 
his son. Wherefore if you do according to mercy and truth 
with my master, tell me: but if it please you otherwise, tell me 
that also, that I may go to the right hand or to the left.” 

And Laban and Bathuel answered, “The word hath pro- 
ceeded from the Lord; we cannot speak any other thing to thee 
but his pleasure. Behold Rebecca is before thee. Take her and 
go thy way, and let her be the wife of thy master’s son, as the 
Lord hath spoken.” Which when Abraham’s servant heard, 
falling down to the ground he adored the Lord. And bringing 
forth vessels of silver and gold, and garments, he gave them to 
Rebecca for a present. He offered gifts also to her brothers 
and to her mother. And a banquet was made, and they ate 
and drank together, and lodged there. 

And in the morning, the servant arose, and said, “Let me 
depart, that I may go to my master.” And her brother and 
mother answered, “Let the maid stay at least ten days with us, 
and afterwards she shall depart.” “Stay me not,” said he, 
“because the Lord hath prospered my way: send me away, that 
I may go to my master.” And they said, “Let us call the maid, 
and ask her will.” And they called her, and when she was 
come, they asked, “Wilt thou go with this man?” She said, 
“T will go.” 

So they sent her away and her nurse and Abraham’s servant 
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and his company, wishing prosperity to their sister, and saying, 
“Thou art our sister, mayst thou increase to thousands of 
thousands, and may thy seed possess the gates of their ene- 
mies.” So Rebecca and her maids, being set upon camels, fol- 
lowed the man, who with speed returned to his master. 

At the same time Isaac was walking along the way to the well 
which is called “Of the living and the seeing,” for he dwelt in 
the south country. And he was gone forth to meditate in the 
field, the day being now well spent: and when he had lifted up 
his eyes, he saw camels coming afar off. Rebecca also, when 
she saw Isaac, lighted off the camel, and said to the servant, 
“Who is that man who cometh towards us along the field ?” 
And he said to her, “That man is my master.” But she quickly 
took her cloak, and covered herself. 

And the servant told Isaac all that he had done; who brought 
her into the tent of Sara his mother, and took her to wife: and 
he loved her so much that it moderated the sorrow which was 
occasioned by his mother’s death. 


10. ESAU SELLS HIS BIRTHRIGHT 


SAAC was threescore years old when the children were 
SJ born unto him. And when they were grown up, Esau be- 
came a skilful hunter and a husbandman; but Jacob a plain 
man dwelt in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of his 
hunting; and Rebecca loved Jacob. 

And Jacob boiled pottage: to whom Esau, coming faint out 
of the field, said, “Give me of this red pottage, for I am exceed- 
ing faint.” For which reason his name was called Edom. And 
Jacob said to him, “Sell me thy first birthright.” He answered, 
“Lo I die, what will the first birthright avail me.” Jacob said, 
“Swear therefore to me.” Esau swore to him and sold his first 
birthright. And so taking bread and the pottage of lentils, he 
ate and drank, and went his way, making little account of hav- 
ing sold his first birthright. 
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11. ISAAC BLESSES JACOB 


OW Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, ad he could 
RQ not see: and he called Esau, his elder son, and said to 
him, “My son?” And he answered, “Here I am.” And his 
father said to him, ‘Thou seest that I am old, and know not the 
day of my death. Take thy arms, thy quiver, and bow, and go 
abroad: and when thou hast taken some thing by hunting, make 
me savoury meat thereof, as thou knowest I like, and bring it, 
that I may eat: and my soul may bless thee before I die.” 

And when Rebecca had heard this, and he was gone into the 
field to fulfil his father’s commandment, she said to her son 


Jacob, “I heard thy father talking with Esau thy brother, and — 


saying to him, ‘Bring me of thy hunting, and make me meats 
that I may eat, and bless thee in the sight of the Lord before 
I die.’ Now, therefore, my son, follow my counsel; and go 
thy way to the flock, bring me two kids of the best that I may 
make of them meat for thy father, such as he gladly eateth: 
which when thou hast brought in, and he hath eaten, he may 
bless thee before he die.” 


And he answered her, “Thou knowest that Esau my brother - 


is a hairy man, and I am smooth. If my father shall feel me 
and perceive it, I fear lest he will think I would have mocked 
him, and I shall bring upon me a curse instead of a blessing.” 
And his mother said to him, “Upon me be this curse, my son; 
only hear thou my voice, and go, fetch me the things which I 
have said.” He went, and brought, and gave them to his 
mother. She dressed meats, such as she knew his father liked. 

And she put on him very good garments of Esau, which she 
had at home with her. And the little skins of the kids she put 
about his hands, and covered the bare of his neck. 

And she gave him the savoury meat, and delivered him bread 
that she had baked ; which when he had carried in, he said, “My 
father.” But he answered, “I hear. Who art thou, my son?” 


Bland 
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And Jacob said, “I am Esau thy firstborn: I have done as thou 
didst command me: arise, sit, and eat of my venison, that thy 
soul may bless me.” And Isaac said to his son, “How couldst 
thou find it so quickly, my son?’ He answered, “It was the 
will of God that what I sought came quickly in my way.” 

And Isaac said, “Come hither, that I may feel thee, my son, 
and may prove whether thou be my son Esau or not.” He came 
near to his father, and when he had felt him, Isaac said, ‘“The 
voice indeed is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands 
of Esau.” And he knew him not, because his hairy hands made 
him like to the elder. Then blessing him, he said, “Art thou 
my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” Then he said, “Bring 
me the meats of thy hunting, my son, that my soul may bless 
thee.” 

And when they were brought, and he had eaten, he offered 
him wine also, which after he had drunk, he said to him, “(Come 
near me, and give me a kiss, my son.” He came near and 
kissed him. And immediately as he smelled the fragrant smell 
of his garments, blessing him, he said: 


“Behold the smell of my son 
Is as the smell of a plentiful field which the Lord hath blessed. 
God give thee the dew of heaven, 
And of the fatness of the earth, 
Abundance of corn and wine. 
And let peoples serve thee, 
And tribes worship thee: 
Be thou lord of thy brethren, 
And let thy mother’s children bow down before thee. 
Cursed be he that curseth thee: 
And let him that blesseth thee be filled with blessings.” 


Isaac had scarce ended his words, when Jacob being now 
gone out abroad, Esau came and brought into his father meats 
made of what he had taken in hunting, saying, “Arise, my 
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father, and eat of thy son’s venison that thy soul may bless 
me.” And Isaac said to him, “Why! who art thou?” He an- 
swered, “I am thy firstborn son Esau.” Isaac was struck with 
fear, and astonished exceedingly: and wondering beyond - what 
can be believed, said, “Who is he then that even now brought 
me venison that he had taken, and I ate of all before thou 
camest ? and I have blessed him and he shall be blessed.” 

Esau having heard his father’s words, roared out with a great 
cry; and being in a great consternation, said, “Bless me also, 
my father.” And he said, “Thy brother came deceitfully and 
got thy blessing.” But he said again, “Rightly is his name called 
Jacob, for he hath supplanted me lo this second time: my first 
birthright he took away before, and now this second time he 
hath stolen away my blessing.” And again he said to his father, 
“Hast thou not reserved me also a blessing ?” 

Isaac answered, “I have appointed him thy lord, and have 
made all his brethren his servants: I have established him with 
corn and wine, and after this, what shall I do more for thee, 
my son?” And Esau said to him, “Hast thou only one bless- 
ing, father? I beseech thee bless me also.” 

And when he wept with a loud cry, Isaac being moved, said 
to him: 


“In the fat of the earth, 

And in the dew of heaven from above, 
Shall thy blessing be. 

Thou shalt live by the sword 

And shalt serve thy brother : 
And the time shall come, 

When thou shalt shake off 

And loose his yoke from thy neck.” 


Esau therefore always hated Jacob for the blessing where- 
with his father had blessed him: and he said in his heart, “The 
days will come of the mourning of my father, and I will kill 
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my brother Jacob.” These things were told to Rebecca, and 
she sent and called Jacob her son, and said to him, ‘Behold 
Esau thy brother threateneth to kill thee. Now therefore, my 
son, hear my voice: arise and flee to Laban my brother to 
Haran: and thou shalt dwell with him a few days till the wrath 
of thy brother be assuaged and his indignation cease, and he 
forget the things thou hast done to him: afterwards I will send 
and bring thee from thence hither. Why shall I be deprived 
of both my sons in one day?” 

And Rebecca said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because 
of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the stock of 
this land, I choose not to live.” 

And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, 
saying, ““Take not a wife of the stock of Chanaan; but go, and 
take a journey to Mesopotamia of Syria, to the house of 
Bathuel, thy mother’s father, and take thee a wife thence of 
the daughters of Laban thy uncle. And God Almighty bless 
thee, and make thee to increase and multiply thee, that thou 
mayst be a multitude of people, and give the blessings of Abra- 
ham to thee and to thy seed after thee, that thou mayst possess 
the land of thy sojournment which he promised to thy grand- 
father.” 

And when Isaac had sent him away, he took his journey and 
went to Mesopotamia of Syria to Laban the son of Bathuel the 
Syrian, brother to Rebecca his mother. 


12. THE LADDER OF ANGELS 


ACOB being departed from Bersabee, went on to Haran. 

And when he was come to a certain place, and would rest 

in it after sunset, he took of the stones that lay there, and put- 
ting under his head, slept in the same place. 

And he saw in his sleep a ladder standing upon the earth, and 

the top thereof touching heaven; the angels also of God ascend- 

ing and descending by it; and the Lord leaning upon the ladder, 
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saying to him, “I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac; the land, wherein thou sleepest, I will give 
to thee and to thy seed. me 

“And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth: thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and 
to the south ; and in thee and thy seed all the tribes of the earth 
shall be blessed. And I will be thy keeper whithersoever thou 
goest, and will bring thee back into this land; neither will I 
leave thee till I shall have accomplished all that I have said.” 

And when Jacob awaked out of sleep he said, “Indeed the 
Lord is in this place and I knew it not.” And trembling he 
said, “How terrible is this place! this is no other but the house 
of God and the gate of heaven.” And Jacob arising in the 
morning, took the stone which he had laid under his head, and 
set it up for a title, pouring oil upon the top of it. And he 
called the name of the city Bethel, which before was called Luza. 

And he made a vow, saying, “If God shall be with me, and 
shall keep me in the way by which I walk, and shall give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, and I shall return pros- 
perously to my father’s house, the Lord shall be my God: and 
this stone which I have set up for a title, shall be called the 
house of God; and of all things that thou shalt give to me, I 
will offer tithes to thee,” 


13. JACOB MEETS RACHEL 


oc. Jacob went on in his journey and came into the east 
country. And he saw a well in the field and three flocks 
of sheep lying by it, for the beasts were watered out of it and 
the mouth thereof was closed with a great stone. And the cus- 
tom was, when all the sheep were gathered together, to roll away 
the stone, and after the sheep were watered, to put it on the 
mouth of the well again. 
And he said to the shepherds, “Brethren, whence are you?” 
They answered, “Of Haran.” And he asked them, saying, 
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“Know you Laban the son of Nachor ?” They said, “We know 
him.” He said, “Is he in health?” “He is in health,” say they, 
“and behold Rachel his daughter cometh with his flock.” And 
Jacob said, “There is yet much day remaining, neither is it time 
to bring the flocks into the folds again; first give the sheep 
drink, and so lead them back to feed.” They answered, “We 
cannot till all the cattle be gathered together and we remove 
the stone from the well’s mouth, that we may water the flocks.” 

They were yet speaking, and behold Rachel came with her 
father’s sheep, for she fed the flock. And when Jacob saw her 
and knew her to be his cousin-german, and that they were the 
sheep of Laban his uncle, he removed the stone wherewith the 
well was closed. And having watered the flock, he kissed her, 
and lifting up his voice, wept. 

And he told her that he was her father’s brother and the son 
of Rebecca; but she went in haste and told her father who, 
when he heard that Jacob his sister’s son was come, ran forth 
to meet him; and embracing him and heartily kissing him, 
brought him into his house. And when he had heard the causes 
of his journey, he answered, “Thou art my bone and my flesh.” 

And after the days of one month were expired, he said to 
him, “Because thou art my brother, shalt thou serve me with- 
out wages? Tell me what wages thou wilt have.” Now he had 
two daughters, the name of the elder was Lia, and the younger 
was called Rachel. But Lia was blear-eyed; Rachel was well 
favoured and of a beautiful countenance. And Jacob being in 
love with her, said, “I will serve thee seven years for Rachel 
thy younger daughter.” Laban answered, “It is better that I 
give her to thee than to another man; stay with me.” So Jacob 
served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed but a few days 
because of the greatness of his love. 
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14. JACOB PREPARES TO MEET ESAU 


ACOB also went on the journey he had begun, and the an- 
J gels of God met him. And when he saw them he said, 
“These are the camps of God,” and he called the name of that 
place Mahanaim, that is, Camps. And he sent messengers be- 
fore him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir to the country 
of Edom: and he commanded them, saying, “Thus shall ye 
speak to my lord Esau: thus saith thy brother Jacob, ‘I have 
sojourned with Laban and have been with him until this day. 
I have oxen, and asses, and sheep, and menservants, and women- 
servants ; and now I send a message to my lord that I may find 
favour in thy sight.’ ” 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to 
Esau thy brother, and behold he cometh with speed to meet thee 
with four hundred men.” Then Jacob was greatly afraid, and 
in his fear divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, 
and the sheep, and the oxen, and the camels, into two com- 
panies, saying, “If Esau come to one company and destroy it, 
the other company that is left shall escape.” 

And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham, and God of 
my father Isaac, O Lord, who saidst to me, ‘Return to thy land 
and to the place of thy birth, and I will do well for thee,’ I am 
not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, and of thy truth 
which thou hast fulfilled to thy servant. With my staff I passed 
over this Jordan, and now I return with two companies. De- 
liver me from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am greatly 
afraid of him, lest perhaps he come and kill the mother with the 
children. Thou didst say that thou wouldst do well by me and 
multiply my seed like the sand of the sea which cannot be num- 
bered for multitude.” 

And when he had slept there that night, he set apart, of the 
things which he had, presents for his brother Esau; two hun- 
dred she goats, twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty 
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rams, thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and twenty 
bulls, twenty she asses and ten of their foals. And he sent them 
by the hands of his servants, every drove by itself, end he said 
to his servants, “Go before me and let there be a space between 
drove and drove.” 

And he commanded the first, saying, “If thou meet my 
brother Esau, and he ask thee, ‘Whose art thou?’ or ‘whither 
goest thou?’ or ‘whose are these before thee?’ thou shalt answer, 
‘Thy servant Jacob’s; he hath sent them as a present to my 
lord Esau, and he cometh after us.’” In like manner he com- 
manded the second and the third, and all that followed the 
droves, saying, “Speak ye the same words to Esau when ye find 
him. And ye shall add, ‘Thy servant Jacob himself also fol- 
loweth after us, for he said, I will appease him with the pres- 
ents that go before, and afterwards I will see him, perhaps he 
will be gracious to me.’ ” 

So the presents went before him, but himself lodged that 
night in the camp. 


15. JACOB WRESTLES WITH THE ANGEL 


ND rising early he took his two wives and his two hand- 
aq maids with his eleven sons and passed over the ford of 
Jaboc. And when all things were brought over that belonged 
to him, he remained alone: and behold a man wrestled with him 
till morning. And when he saw that he could not overcome 
him, he touched the sinew of his thigh, and forthwith it shrank. 

And he said to him, “Let me go, for it is break of day.” 
He answered, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me.” 
And he said, “What is thy name?” He answered, “Jacob.” 
But ke said, “Thy name shall not be called Jacob but Israel, 
for if thou hast been strong against God, how much more shalt 
thou prevail against men?” Jacob asked him, “Tell me by what 
name art thou called?” He answered, “‘Why dost thou ask my 
name?” And he blessed him in the same place. 
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And Jacob called the name of the place Phanuel, saying, “I 
have seen God face to face, and my soul has been saved.” And 
immediately the sun rose upon him after he was past Phanuel ; 
but he halted on his foot. Therefore the children of Israel unto 
this day eat not the sinew, that shrank in Jacob’s thigh, because 
he touched the sinew of his thigh and it shrank. 


16. THE MEETING OF JACOB AND ESAU 


ND Jacob lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming, and with 

him four hundred men; and he divided the children of Lia 
and of Rachel and of the two handmaids. And he put both 
the handmaids and their children foremost, and Lia and her 
children in the second place, and Rachel and Joseph last. And 
he went forward and bowed down with his face to the ground 
seven times until his brother came near. 

Then Esau ran to meet his brother, and embraced him; and 
clasping him fast about the neck and kissing him, wept. And 
lifting up his eyes, he saw the women and their children, and 
said, “What mean these? And do they belong to thee?” He 
answered, “They are the children which God hath given to me 
thy servant.” 

Then the handmaids and their children came near and bowed 
themselves. Lia also with her children came near and bowed 
down in like manner, and last of all Joseph and Rachel bowed 
down. And Esau said, “What are the droves that I met?’ He 
answered, “That I might find favour before my lord.” But he 
said, “I have plenty, my brother, keep what is thine for thy- 
self.” And Jacob said, “Do not so I beseech thee, but if I have 
found favour in thy eyes, receive a little present at my hands; 
for I have seen thy face, as if I should have seen the counte- 
nance of God. Be gracious to me and take the blessing which 
I have brought thee, and which God hath given me who giveth 
all things.” 


He took it with much ado at his brother’s earnest pressing 
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him, and said, “Let us go on together, and I will accompany 
thee in thy journey.” And Jacob said, “My lord, thou knowest 
that I have with me tender children, aud sheep, and kine with 
young ; which if I should cause to be overdriven, in one day all 
the flocks will die. May it please my lord to go before his 
servant, and I will follow softly after him, as I shall see my 
children to be able, until I come to my lord in Seir.” Esau 
answered, “T beseech thee, that some of the people at least, who 
are with me, may stay to accompany thee in the way.” And 
he said, “There is no necessity ; I want nothing else but only to 
‘find favour, my lord, in thy sight.” 

So Esau returned that day the way that he came to Seir. And 
Jacob came to Socoth; where having built a house, and pitched 
tents, he called the name of the place Socoth, that is, Tents. 
And he passed over to Salem, a city of the Sichemites, which 
is in the land of Chanaan, after he returned from Mesopotamia 
of Syria: and he dwelt by the town. And he bought that part 
of the field in which he pitched his tents, of the children of 
Hemor, the father of Sichem, for a hundred lambs. And rais- 
ing an altar there, he invoked upon it the most mighty God of 
Israel. 


17. THE STORY OF JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN 


ND Jacob dwelt in the land of Chanaan wherein his father 
ea | sojourned. And these are his generations. Joseph when 
he was sixteen years old was feeding the flock with his brethren, 
being but a boy: and he was with the sons of Bala and of 
Zelpha his father’s wives: and he accused his brethren to his 
father of a most wicked crime. Now Israel loved Joseph above 
all his sons, because he had him in his old age: and he made 
him a coat of divers colours, And his brethren seeing that he 
was loved by his father more than all his sons, hated him and 
could not speak peaceably to him. 
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Now it fell out also that he told his brethren a dream that 
he had dreamed, which occasioned them to hate him the more. 
And he said to them, “Hear my dream which I dreamed. I 
thought we were binding sheaves in the field, and my sheaf 
arose as it were, and stood, and your sheaves standing about, 
bowed down before my sheaf.” His brethren answered, “Shalt 
thou be our king? or shall we be subject to thy dominion?” 
Therefore this matter of his dreams and words ministered nour- 
ishment to their envy and hatred. 

He dreamed also another dream which he told his brethren, 
saying, “I saw in a dream, as it were the sun, and the moon, 
and eleven stars worshipping me.” And when he had told 
this to his father and brethren, his father rebuked him and said, 
“What meaneth this dream that thou hast dreamed ? shall I and 
thy mother and thy brethren worship thee upon the earth?” 
His brethren therefore envied him, but his father considered 
the thing with himself. 

And when his brethren abode in Sichem feeding their father’s 
flocks, Israel said to him, “Thy brethren feed the sheep in 
Sichem: come, I will send thee to them.” And when he an- 
swered, “I am ready,” he said to him, “Go, and see if all things 
be well with thy brethren, and the cattle, and bring me word 
again what is doing.” So being sent from the vale of Hebron, 
he came to Sichem, and a man found him there wandering in 
the field, and asked what he sought. But he answered, “I seek 
my brethren ; tell me where they feed the flocks.” And the man 
said to him, “They are departed from this place, for I heard 
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothain.’” And Joseph went forward 
after his brethren, and found them in Dothain. 

And when they saw him afar off, before he came nigh them, 
they thought to kill him, and said one to another, “Behold the 
dreamer cometh. Come, let us kill him and cast him into some 
old pit: and we will say, ‘Some evil beast hath devoured him,’ 
and then it shall appear what his dreams avail him.” And 
Ruben hearing this, endeavoured to deliver him out of their 
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hands, and said, “Do not take away his life nor shed his blood; 
but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and keep 
your hands harmless.” Now he said this, being desirous to 
deliver him out of their hands and to restore him to his father. 

And as soon as he came to his brethren, they forthwith stript 
him of his outside coat that was of divers colours, and cast 
him into an old pit where there was no water. And sitting 
down to eat bread, they saw some Ismaelites on their way com- 
ing from Galaad, with their camels, carrying spices and balm 
and myrrh to Egypt. And Juda said to his brethren, “What 
will it profit us to kill our brother and conceal his blood? It 
is better that he be sold to the Ismaelites, and that our hands 
be not defiled, for he is our brother and our flesh.” His brethren 
agreed to his words. And when the Madianite merchants passed 
by, they drew him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ismael- 
ites for twenty pieces of silver; and they led him into Egypt. 

And Ruben, returning to the pit, found not the boy; and 
rending his garments he went to his brethren, and said, “The 
boy doth not appear and whither shall I go?” And they took 
his coat, and dipped it in the blood of a kid which they had 
killed, sending some to carry it to their father, and to say, 
“This we have found; see whether it be thy son’s coat or not.” 
And the father acknowledging it, said, “It is my son’s coat, an 
evil wild beast hath eaten him, a beast hath devoured Joseph.” 
And tearing his garments, he put on sackcloth, mourning for 
his son a long time. And all his children being gathered to- 
gether to comfort their father in his sorrow, he would not re- 
ceive comfort, but said, “I will go down to my son into hell, 
mourning.” 

And whilst he continued weeping, the Madianites sold Jos- 
eph in Egypt to Putiphar, . . . captain of the soldiers... . 
And the Lord was with him, and he was a prosperous man in 
all things; and he dwelt in his master’s house, who knew very 
well that the Lord was with him, and made all that he did to 
prosper in his hand. 
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And Joseph found favour in the sight of his master, and 
ministered to him: and being set over all by him, he governed 
the house committed to him and all things that were delivered 
to him. And the Lord blessed the house of the Egyptian for 
Joseph’s sake, and multiplied all his substance, both at home and 
in the fields. Neither knew he any other thing but the bread 
which he ate. And Joseph was of a beautiful countenance and 
comely to behold. 

. . . His master hearing these things and giving too much 
credit to . . . words, was very angry, and cast Joseph into the 
prison where the king’s prisoners were kept, and he was there 
shut up. But the Lord was with Joseph, and having mercy upon 
him gave him favour in the sight of the chief keeper of 
the prison who delivered into his hand ali the prisoners that 
were kept in custody ; and whatsoever was done, was under him. 
Neither did he himself know anything, having committed all 
things to him, for the Lord was with him and made all that he 
did to prosper. 

After this, it came to pass that . . . the butler and the baker 
of the king of Egypt offended their lord. And Pharao being 
angry with them (now the one was chief butler, the other chief 
baker), he sent them to the prison of the commander of the 
soldiers in which Joseph also was prisoner. But the keeper of 
the prison delivered them to Joseph, and he served them. Some 
little time passed and they were kept in custody. 

And they both dreamed a dream the same night according to 
the interpretation agreeing to themselves. And when Joseph 
was come in to them in the morning and saw them sad, he 
asked them, saying, “Why is your countenance sadder to day 
than usual?” They answered, “We have dreamed a dream and 
there is nobody to interpret it to us.” And Joseph said to them, 
‘Doth not interpretation belong to God? Tell me what you 
have dreamed.” 

The chief butler first told his dream: “I saw before me a 
vine on which were three branches which by little and little sent 
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out buds, and after the blossoms brought forth ripe grapes. 
And the cup of Pharao was in my hand: and I took the grapes 
and pressed them into the cup which I held, and I gave the cup 
to Pharao.” 

Joseph answered, “This is the interpretation of the dream: 
the three branches are yet three days, after which Pharao will 
remember thy service and will restore thee to thy former place, 
and thou shalt present him the cup according to thy office as 
before thou wast wont to do. Only remember me when it shall 
be well with thee, and do me this kindness: to put Pharao in 
mind to take me out of this prison, for I was stolen away out 
of the land of the Hebrews, and here without any fault was 
cast into the dungeon.” 

The chief baker seeing that he had wisely interpreted the 
dream, said, “I also dreamed a dream, that I had three baskets 
of meal upon my head : and that in one basket which was upper- 
most, I carried all meats that are made by the art of baking, 
and that the birds ate out of it.” Joseph answered, “This is the 
interpretation of the dream: the three baskets are yet three days, 
after which Pharao will take thy head from thee and hang thee 
on a cross, and the birds shall tear thy flesh.” 

The third day after this was the birthday of Pharao; and he 
made a great feast for his servants, and at the banquet remem- 
bered the chief butler and the chief baker. And he restored the 
one to his place to present him the cup; the other he hanged 
on a gibbet that the truth of the interpreter might be shewn. 
But the chief butler, when things prospered with him, forgot 
his interpreter. 

After two years Pharao had a dream. He thought he stood 
by the river out of which came up seven kine, very beautiful 
and fat, and they fed in marshy places. Other seven also came 
up out of the river, ill-favoured and leanfleshed, and they fed 
on the very bank of the river in green places. And they de- 
voured them whose bodies. were very beautiful and well condi- 
tioned. So Pharao awoke. He slept again, and dreamed another 
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dream. Seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk full and 
fair. Then seven other ears sprung up thin and blasted, and 
devoured all the beauty of the former. 

Pharao awaked after his rest; and when morning was come, 
being struck with fear, he sent to all the interpreters of Egypt 
and to all the wise men: and they being called for, he told them 
his dream, and there was not anyone that could interpret it. 
Then at length the chief butler remembering, said, “I confess 
my sin; the king being angry with his servants, commanded me 
and the chief baker to be cast into the prison of the captain of 
the soldiers, where in one night both of us dreamed a dream 
foreboding things to come. 

“There was there a young man, a Hebrew, servant to the 
same captain of the soldiers, to whom we told our dreams. And 
we heard what afterwards the event of the thing proved to be 
so. For I was restored to my office, and he was hanged upon a 
gibbet.” 

Forthwith at the king’s command, Joseph was brought out of 
the prison, and they shaved him, and changing his apparel, 
brought him in to him. And he said to him, “I have dreamed 
dreams and there is no one that can expound them: now I have 
heard that thou art very wise at interpreting them.” Joseph 
answered, ‘“Without me, God shall give Pharao a prosperous 
answer.” 

So Pharao told what he had dreamed: “Methought I stood 
upon the bank of the river. And seven kine came up out of 
the river exceeding beautiful and full of flesh: and they grazed 
on green places in a marshy pasture. And behold, there fol- 
lowed these other seven kine, so very ill favoured and lean that 
I never saw the like in the land of Egypt; and they devoured 
and consumed the former and yet gave no mark of their being 
full, but were as lean and ill favoured as before. I awoke, and 
then fell asleep again, and dreamed a dream. Seven ears of 
corn grew upon one stalk, full and very fair. Other seven also 
thin and blasted, sprung of the stock, and they devoured the 
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beauty of the former. I told this dream to the conjecturers 
and there is no man that can expound it.” 

Joseph answered, “The king’s dream is one: God hath shewn 
to Pharao what he is about to do. The seven beautiful kine and 
the seven full ears are seven years of plenty; and both contain 
the same meaning of the dream. And the seven lean and thin 


_ kine that came up after them, and the seven thin ears that were 


The 
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blasted with the burning wind, are seven years of famine to 
come, which shall be fulfilled in this order: behold, there shall 
come seven years of great plenty in the whole land of Egypt, 
after which shall follow other seven years of so great scarcity 
that all the abundance before shall be forgotten, for the famine 
shall consume all the land and the greatness of the scarcity shall 
destroy the greatness of the plenty. 

“And for that thou didst see the second time a dream pertain- 
ing to the same thing, it is a token of the certainty, and that 
the word of God cometh to pass and is fulfilled speedily. Now 
therefore let the king provide a wise and industrious man, and 
make him ruler over the land of Egypt, that he may appoint 
overseers over all the countries, and gather into barns the fifth 
part of the fruits during the seven fruitful years that shall now 
presently ensue: and let all the corn be laid up under Pharao’s” 
hands and be reserved in the cities.- And let it be in readiness 
against the famine of seven years to come which shall oppress 
Egypt, and the land shall not be consumed with scarcity.” 

The counsel pleased Pharao and all his servants. And he said 
to them, “Can we find such another man that is full of the spirit 
of God?’ He said therefore to Joseph, “Seeing God hath 
shewn thee all that thou hast said, can I find one wiser and 
one like unto thee? Thou shalt be over my house, and at the 
commandment of thy mouth all the people shall obey: only in 
the kingly throne will I be above thee.” And again Pharao said 
to Joseph, “Behold, I have appointed thee over the whole land 
of Egypt.” And he took his ring from his own hand and gave 
it into his hand: and he put upon him a robe of silk, and puta 
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chain of gold about his neck. And he made him go up into his 
second chariot, the crier proclaiming that all should bow their 
knee before him, and that they should know he was made gov- 
ernor over the whole land of Egypt. ... And he turned his 
name, and called him in the Egyptian tongue, the saviour of 
the world. And he gave him to wife Aseneth the daughter of 
Putiphare priest of Heliopolis. 

Then Joseph went out to the land of Egypt (now he was 
thirty years old when he stood before king Pharao), and he 
went round all the countries of Egypt. And the fruitfulness 
of the seven years came: and the corn being bound up into 
sheaves was gathered together into the barns of Egypt. And 
all the abundance of grain was laid up in every city. And there 
was so great abundance of wheat that it was equal to the sand 
of the sea, and the plenty exceeded measure. ... 

Now when the seven years of the plenty that had been in 
Egypt were past, the seven years of scarcity which Joseph had 
foretold, began to come: and the famine prevailed in the whole 
world, but there was bread in all the land of Egypt. And when 
there also they began to be famished, the people cried to Pharao 
for food. And he said to them, “Go to Joseph and do all that 
he shall say to you.” And the famine increased daily in all 
the land: and Joseph opened all the barns and sold to the Egyp- 
tians, for the famine had oppressed them also. And all prov- 
inces came into Egypt to buy food and to seek some relief of 
their want. 

And Jacob hearing that food was sold in Egypt, said to his 
sons, “Why are ye careless? I have heard that wheat is sold 
in Egypt: go ye down and buy us necessaries that we may live 
and not be consumed with want.” So the ten brethren of Jos- 
eph went down to buy corn in Egypt, whilst Benjamin was 
kept at home by Jacob, who said to his brethren, “Lest perhaps 
he take any harm in the journey.” And they entered into the 
land of Egypt with others that went to buy, for the famine was 
in the land of Chanaan. 
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And Joseph was governor in the land of Egypt and corn was 
sold by his direction to the people. And when his brethren had 
bowed down to him, and he knew them, he spoke ag it were to 
strangers somewhat roughly, asking them, ““‘Whence came you?” 
They answered, “From the land of Chanaan to buy necessaries 
of life.’ And though he knew his brethren, he was not known 
by them. And remembering the dreams which formerly he had 
dreamed, he said to them, “You are spies. You are come to 
view the weaker parts of the land.” 

But they said, “It is not so, my lord, but thy servants are 
come to buy food. We are all the sons of one man: we are 
come as peaceable men, neither do thy servants go about any 
evil.” And he answered them, “It is otherwise: you are come 
to consider the unfenced parts of this land.” But they said, 
“We thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in 
the land of Chanaan: the youngest is with our father, the other 
is not living.” 

He saith, “This is it that I said: You are spies. I shall now 
presently try what you are: by the health of Pharao you shall 
not depart hence until your youngest brother come. Send one 
of you to fetch him, and you shall be in prison till what you 
have said be proved, whether it be true or false: or else by the 
health of Pharao, you are spies.” 

So he put them in prison three days. And the third day he 
brought them out of prison, and said, ““Do as I have said and 
you shall live, for I fear God. If you be peaceable men, let 
one of your brethren be bound in prison, and go ye your ways 
and carry the corn that you have bought unto your houses. 
And bring your youngest brother to me that I may find your 
words to be true, and you may not die.” They did as he had 
said, 

And they talked one to another, “(We deserve to suffer these 
things because we have sinned against our brother, seeing the 
anguish of his soul when he besought us, and we would not 
hear: therefore is this affliction come upon us.” And Ruben, 
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one of them, said, “Did not I say to you, ‘Do not sin against 
the boy,’ and you would not hear me? Behold his blood is re- 
quired.” And they knew not that Joseph understood, because 
he spoke to them by an interpreter. And he turned himself 
away a little while, and wept: and returning he spoke to them. 

And taking Simeon and binding him in their presence, he 
commanded his servants to fill their sacks with wheat, and to 
put every man’s money again in their sacks, and to give them 
besides provisions for the way. And they did so. But they 
having loaded their asses with the corn, went their way. And 
one of them opening his sack to give his beast provender in the 
inn, saw the money in the sack’s mouth, and said to his breth- 
ren, “My money is given me again; behold, it is in the sack.” 
And they were astonished, and troubled, and said to one an- 
other, “What is this that God hath done unto us?” 

And they came to Jacob their father in the land of Chanaan, 
and they told him all things that had befallen them, saying, “The 
lord of the land spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of 
the country. And we answered him, ‘We are peaceable men and 
we mean no plot. We are twelve brethren born of one father : 
one is not living, the youngest is with our father in the land of 
Chanaan.’ And he said to us, ‘Hereby shall I know that you 
are peaceable men: leave one of your brethren with me, and 
take ye necessary provision for your houses and go your ways. 
And bring your youngest brother to me that I may know you 
are not spies: and you may receive this man again that is kept 
in prison, and afterwards may have leave to buy what you 
wall?” 

When they had told this, they poured out their corn, and 
every man found his money tied in the mouth of his sack: and 
all being astonished together, their father Jacob said, “You have 
made me to be without children: Joseph is not living, Simeon 
is kept in bonds, and Benjamin you will take away: all these 
evils are fallen upon me.” And Ruben answered him, eG 
my two sons if I bring him not again to thee: deliver him into 


Benjamin 
in Egypt 


66 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


my hand and I will restore him to thee.” But he said, “My son 
shall not go down with you: his brother is dead, and he is left 
alone: if any mischief befall him in the land to which you go, 
you will bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to hell.” 

In the meantime the famine was heavy upon all the land. 
And when they had eaten up all the corn, which they had 
brought out of Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, “Go again and 
buy us a little food.” Juda answered, “The man declared unto 
us with the attestation of an oath, saying, “You shall not see my 
face unless you bring your youngest brother with you.’ If 
therefore thou wilt send him with us, we will set out together, 
and will buy necessaries for thee. But if thou wilt not, we will 
not go, for the man as we have often said, declared unto us, 
saying, ‘You shall not see my face without your youngest 
brother.’ ” 

Israel said to them, “You have done this for my misery in 
that you told him you had also another brother.” But they 
answered, “The man asked us in order concerning our kindred ; 
if our father lived; if we had a brother: and we answered him 
regularly according to what he demanded: could we know that 
he would say, ‘Bring hither your brother with you’?” 

And Juda said to his father, “Send the boy with me, that we 
may set forward and may live, lest both we and our children 
perish. I take the boy upon me, require him at my hand: un- 
less I bring him again and restore him to thee, I will be guilty 
of sin against thee for ever. If delay had not been made, we 
had been here again the second time.” 

Then Israel said to them, “If it must needs be so, do what 
you will: take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels, and 
carry down presents to the man, a little balm, and honey, and 
storax, myrrh, turpentine, and almonds. And take with you 
double money, and carry back what you found in your sacks, 
lest perhaps it was done by mistake. And take also your 
brother, and go to the man. And may my almighty God make 
him favourable to you; and send back with you your brother 
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whom he keepeth, and this Benjamin: and as for me I shall be 
desolate without children.” 

So the men took the presents, and double money, and Ben- 
jamin: and went down into Egypt and stood before Joseph. 
And when he had seen them, and Benjamin with them, he com- 
manded the steward of his house, saying, “Bring in the men 
into the house and kill victims, and prepare a feast, because 
they shall eat with me at noon.” He did as he was commanded, 
and brought the men into the house. 

And they being much afraid, said there one to another, “Be- 
cause of the money which we carried back the first time in our 
sacks, we are brought in that he may bring upon us a false 
accusation, and by violence make slaves of us and our asses.” 
Wherefore going up to the steward of the house at the door, 
they said, “Sir, we desire thee to hear us. We came down once 
before to buy food; and when we had bought and come to the 
inn, we opened our sacks and found our money in the mouths 
of the sacks, which we have now brought again in the same 
weight. And we have brought other money besides to buy what 
we want: we cannot tell who put it in our bags.” But he an- 
swered, “Peace be with you, fear not. Your God, and the God 
of your father hath given you treasure in your sacks. For the 
money which you gave me, I have for good.” And he brought © 
Simeon out to them. And having brought them into the house, 
he fetched water, and they washed their feet, and he gave 
provender to their asses. But they made ready the presents, 
against Joseph came at noon, for they had heard that they 
should eat bread there. 

Then Joseph came into his house, and they offered him the 
presents holding them in their hands, and they bowed down 
with their face to the ground. But he courteously saluting them 
again, asked them, saying, “Is the old man your father in health, 
of whom you told me? Is he yet living?” And they answered, 
“Thy servant our father is in health, he is yet living.” And 
bowing themselves they made obeisance to him. And Joseph 
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lifting up his eyes, saw Benjamin his brother by the same 
mother, and said, “Is this your young brother of whom you told 
me?” And he said, “God be gracious to thee, my gon.” And 
he made haste because his heart was moved upon his brother, 
and tears gushed out: and going into his chamber he wept. 

And when he had washed his face, coming out again, he re- 
frained himself and said, “Set bread on the table.”’ And when 
it was set on, for Joseph apart, and for his brethren apart, for 
the Egyptians also that ate with him apart (for it is unlawful 
for the Egyptians to eat with the Hebrews, and they think such 
a feast profane), they sat before him, the firstborn according 
to his birthright and the youngest according to his age. And 
they wondered very much taking the messes which they received 
of him: and the greater mess came to Benjamin so that it ex- 
ceeded by five parts. And they drank and were merry with him. 

And Joseph commanded the steward of his house, saying, 
“Fill their sacks with corn as much as they can hold, and put 
the money of every one in the top of his sack. And in the 
mouth of the younger’s sack put my silver cup and the price 
which he gave for the wheat.” And it was so done. And when 
the morning arose, they were sent away with their asses. And 
when they were now departed out of the city and had gone for- 
ward a little way, Joseph sending for the steward of his house, 
said, “Arise and pursue after the men; and when thou hast 
overtaken them, say to them, ‘Why have you returned evil for 
good? The cup which you have stolen is that in which my lord 
drinketh and in which he is wont to divine: you have done a 
very evil thing.’ ” 

He did as he had commanded him. And having overtaken 
them, he spoke to them the same words. And they answered, 
“Why doth our lord speak so, as though thy servants had com- 
mitted so heinous a fact? The money that we found in the top 
of our sacks, we brought back to thee from the land of Chanaan: 
how then should it be that we should steal out of thy lord’s 
house gold or silver? With whomsoever of thy servants shall 
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be found that which thou seekest, let him die, and we will be 
the bondmen of my lord.” And he said to them, “Let it be 
according to your sentence: with whomsoever it shall be found, 
let him be my servant and you shall be blameless.” 

Then they speedily took down their sacks to the ground, and 
every man opened his sack, which when he had searched, begin- 
ning at the eldest and ending at the youngest, he found the cup 
in Benjamin’s sack. Then they rent their garments, and load- 
ing their asses again, returned into the town. 

And Juda at the head of his brethren went in to Joseph (for 
he was not yet gone out of the place), and they altogether fell 
down before him on the ground. And he said to them, “Why 
would you do so? know you not that there is no one like me 
in the science of divining?’ And Juda said to him, “What 
shall we answer my lord? or what shall we say, or be able justly 
to allege? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: 
behold, we are all bondmen to my lord, both we and he with 
whom the cup was found.” Joseph answered, “God forbid that 
I should do’ so: he that stole the cup, he shall be my bondman: 
and go you away free to your father.” 

Then Juda coming nearer, said boldly, “I beseech thee, my 
lord, let thy servant speak a word in thy ears and be not angry 
with thy servant, for after Pharao thou art, my lord. Thou 
didst ask thy servants the first time, ‘Have you a father or a 
brother 2? And we answered thee, my lord, ‘We have a father, 
an old man, and a young boy that was born in his old age, whose 
brother by the mother is dead; and he alone is left of his 
mother, and his father loveth him tenderly.” And thou saidst 
to thy servants, ‘Bring him hither to me and I will set my eyes 
on him.’ We suggested to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his 
father, for if he leave him, he will die.” And thou saidst to 
thy servants, ‘Except your youngest brother come with you, 
you shall see my face no more.’ 

“Therefore when we were gone up to thy servant our father, 
we told him all that my lord had said. And our father said, 
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‘Go again, and buy us a little wheat.’ And we said to him, ‘We 
cannot go; if our youngest brother go down with us, we will 
set out together: otherwise, without him we dare not see the 
man’s face.’ Whereunto he answered, “You know that my wife 
bore me two. One went out, and you said, A beast devoured 
him; and hitherto he appeareth not. If you take this also, and 
anything befall him in the way, you will bring down my gray 
hairs with sorrow unto hell.’ 

“Therefore if I shall go to thy servant our father, and the boy 
be wanting (whereas his life dependeth upon the life of him), 
and he shall see that he is not with us, he will die, and thy 
servants shall bring down his gray hairs with sorrow unto hell. 
Let me be thy proper servant, who took him into my trust, and 
promised, saying, ‘If I bring him not again, I will be guilty of 
sin against my father for ever.’ Therefore I thy servant will 
stay instead of the boy in the service of my lord, and let the 
boy go up with his brethren, for I cannot return to my father 
without the boy, lest I be a witness of the calamity that will 
oppress my father.” 

Joseph could no longer refrain himself before many that 
stood by: whereupon he commanded that all should go out and 
no stranger be present at their knowing one another. And he 
lifted up his voice with weeping which the Egyptians and all 
the house of Pharao heard. And he said to his brethren, “TI 
am Joseph: is my father yet living?’ His brethren could not 
answer him, being struck with exceeding great fear. And he 
said mildly to them, “Come nearer to me.” 

And when they were come near him, he said, “I am Joseph, 
your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. Be not afraid, and 
let it not seem to you a hard case that you sold me into these 
countries, for God sent me before you into Egypt for your 
preservation. For it is two years since the famine began to be 
upon the land, and five years more remain wherein there can be 
neither ploughing nor reaping. And God sent me before that 
you may be preserved upon the earth and may have food to live. 
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“Not by your counsel was I sent hither, but by the will of 
God, who hath made me as it were a father to Pharao and lord 
of his whole house, and governor in all the land of Egypt. 
Make haste, and go ye up to my father and say to him, “Thus 
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of the whole land 
of Egypt: come down to me, linger not. And thou shalt dwell 
in the land of Gessen: and thou shalt be near me, thou and 
thy sons, and thy sons’ sons, thy sheep, and thy herds, and all 
things that thou hast. 

“And there I will feed thee (for there are yet five years of 
famine remaining), lest both thou perish, and thy house, and 
all things that thou hast.’ Behold, your eyes, and the eyes of 
my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaketh to 
you. You shall tell my father of all my glory, and all things 
that you have seen in Egypt: make haste and bring him to me.” 

And falling upon the neck of his brother Benjatnin, he em- 
braced him and wept: and Benjamin in like manner wept also 
on his neck. And Joseph kissed all his brethren, and wept upon 
every one of them; after which they were emboldened to speak 
to him. 

And it was heard, and the fame was abroad in the king’s 
court, ““The brethren of Joseph are come,” and Pharao with all 
his family was glad. And he spoke to Joseph that he should 
give orders to his brethren, saying, “Load your beasts, and go 
into the land of Chanaan. And bring away from thence your 
father and kindred, and come to me: and I will give you all 
the good things of Egypt that you may eat the marrow of the 
land. Give orders also that they take wagons out of the land 
of Egypt for the carriage of their children and their wives, and 
say, ‘Take up your father, and make haste to come with all 
speed: and leave nothing of your household stuff, for all the 
riches of Egypt shall be yours.’ ” 

And the sons of Israel did as they were bid. And Joseph gave 
them wagons according to Pharao’s commandment, and pro- 
visions for the way. He ordered also to be brought out for 
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every one of them two robes, but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred pieces of silver with five robes of the best, sending to 
his father as much money and raiment, adding besides ten he 
asses to carry off all the riches of Egypt, and as many she asses, 
carrying wheat and bread for the journey. So he sent away his 
brethren, and at their departing said to them, “Be not angry in 
the way.” 

And they went up out of Egypt and came into the land of 
Chanaan to their father Jacob. And they told him, saying, 
“Joseph thy son is living, and he is ruler in all the land of 
Egypt.” Which when Jacob heard, he awaked as it were out 
of a deep sleep, yet did not believe them. They, on the other 
side, told the whole order of the thing. And when he saw the’ 
wagons and all that he had sent, his spirit revived, and he said, 
“Tt is enough for me if Joseph my son be yet living: I will go 
and see him before I die.” 

And Israel, taking his journey with all that he had, came to 
the well of the oath, and killing victims there to the God of his 
father Isaac, he heard him by a vision in the night calling him, 
and saying to him, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he answered him, Ae, 
here Iam.” God said to him, “I am the most mighty God of 
thy father : fear not, go down into Egypt, for I will make a great 
nation of thee there. I will go down with thee thither, and will 
bring thee back again from thence: Joseph also shall put his 
hands upon thy eyes.” 

And Jacob rose up from the well of the oath: and his sons 
took him up with their children and wives in the wagons which 
Pharao had sent to carry the old man, and all that he had in 
the land of Chanaan ; and he came into Egypt with all his seed, 
his sons, and grandsons, daughters, and all his offspring to- 
Seiietine ai 

And he sent Juda before him to Joseph to tell him, and that 
he should meet him in Gessen. And when he was come thither, 
Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet his father 
in the same place: and seeing him, he fell upon his neck and 
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embracing him, wept. And the father said to Joseph, “Now 
shall I die with joy because I have seen thy face and leave thee 
alive.” 

And Joseph said to his brethren and to all his father’s house, 
“T will go up and will tell Pharao, and will say to him, ‘My 
brethren and my father’s house that were in the land of Chanaan 
are come to me: and the men are shepherds, and their occupa- 
tion is to feed cattle: their flocks and herds, and all they have, 
they have brought with them.’ And when he shall call you, and 
shall say, ‘What is your occupation?’ you shall answer, ‘We 
thy servants are shepherds from our infancy until now, both we 
and our fathers.’ And this you shall say that you may dwell in 
the land of Gessen because the Egyptians have all shepherds in 
abomination.” 

Then Joseph went in and told Pharao, saying, “My father 
and brethren, their sheep and their herds, and all that they 
possess, are come out of the land of Chanaan; and behold they 
stay in the land of Gessen.” Five men also, the last of his 
brethren, he presented before the king, and he asked them, 
“What is your occupation?” They answered, “We thy servants 
are shepherds, both we and our fathers. We are come to 
sojourn in thy land, because there is no grass for the flocks of 
thy servants, the famine being very grievous in the land of 
Chanaan: and we pray thee to give orders that we thy servants 
may be in the land of Gessen.” 

The king therefore said to Joseph, “Thy father and thy 
brethren are come to thee. The land of Egypt is before thee: 
make them dwell in the best place and give them the land of 
Gessen. And if thou knowest that there are industrious men 
among them, make them rulers over my cattle.” 

After this Joseph brought in his father to the king and pre- 
sented him before him: and he blessed him. And being asked 
by him, “How many are the days of the years of thy life?” he 
answered, ‘“‘The days of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
years, few and evil, and they are not come up to the days of the 
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pilgrimage of my fathers.” And blessing the king, he went out. 

But Joseph gave a possession to his father and his brethren 
in Egypt in the best place of the land, in Ramesses,as Pharao 
had commanded. And he nourished them and all his father’s 
house, allowing food to every one. 


18. THE FINDING OF MOSES 


HE people multiplied and grew exceedingly strong... . 

Pharao therefore charged all his people, saying, “What- 
soever shall be born of the male sex ye shall cast into the river, 
whatsoever of the female ye shall save alive.” 

After this there went a man of the house of Levi and took a 
wife of his own kindred. And she . . . bore a son; and seeing 
him a goodly child, hid him three months. And when she could 
hide him no longer, she took a basket made of bulrushes and 
daubed it with slime and pitch, and put the little babe therein, 
and laid him in the sedges by the river’s brink, his sister stand- 
ing afar off and taking notice what would be done. 

And behold the daughter of Pharao came down to wash her- 
self in the river, and her maids walked by the river’s brink. 
And when she saw the basket in the sedges, she sent one of her 
maids for it: and when it was brought, she opened it, and seeing 
within it an infant crying, having compassion on it, she said, 
“This is one of the babes of the Hebrews.” 

And the child’s sister said to her, “Shall I go and call to thee 
a Hebrew woman to nurse the babe?” She answered, ‘‘Go.” 
The maid went and called her mother. And Pharao’s daughter 
said to her, “Take this child and nurse him for me: I will give 
thee thy wages.” The woman took and nursed the child, and 
when he was grown up, she delivered him to Pharao’s daughter. 
And she adopted him for a son and called him Moses, saying, 
“Because I took him out of the water.” 
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19, THE PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA 


ND the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the chil- 
ea | dren of Israel: let them turn and encamp over against 
Phihahiroth which is between Magdal and the sea over against 
Beelsephon: you shall encamp before it upon the sea. And 
Pharao will say of the children of Israel, ‘They are straitened 
in the land, the desert hath shut them in.’ And I shall harden 
his heart and he will pursue you: and I shall be glorified in 
Pharao and in all his army: and the Egyptians shall know that 
I am the Lord.” And they did so, 

And it was told the king of the Egyptians that the people 
was fled: and the heart of Pharao and of his servants was 
changed with regard to the people, and they said, “What meant 
we to do that we let Israel go from serving us?” 

So he made ready his chariot and took all his people with him. 
And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots 
that were in Egypt, and the captains of the whole army. And 
the Lord hardened the heart of Pharao king of Egypt, and he 
pursued the children of Israel: but they were gone forth in a 
mighty hand. And when the Egyptians followed the steps of 
them who were gone before, they found them encamped at the 
sea side: all Pharao’s horse and chariots and the whole army 
were in Phihahiroth before Beelsephon. 

And when Pharao drew near, the children of Israel lifting up 
their eyes saw the Egyptians behind them: and they feared ex- 
ceedingly and cried to the Lord. And they said to Moses, “‘Per- 
haps there were no graves in Egypt, therefore thou hast brought 
us to die in the wilderness: why wouldst thou do this, to lead us 
out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we spoke to thee in 
Egypt, saying, ‘Depart from us that we may serve the Egyp- 
tians’? For it was much better to serve them than to die in the 
wilderness.” 
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And Moses said to the people, “Fear not: stand and see the 
great wonders of the Lord which he will do this day, for the 
Egyptians whom you see now, you shall see no more for ever. 
The Lord will fight for you and you shall hold your peace.” 

And the Lord said to Moses, “Why criest thou tome? Speak 
to the children of Israel to go forward. But lift thou up thy 
rod and stretch forth thy hands over the sea and divide it, that 
the children of Israel may go through the midst of the sea on 
dry ground. And I will harden the heart of the Egyptians to 
pursue you: and I will be glorified in Pharao and in all his host, 
and in his chariots, and in his horsemen. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Lord when I shall be glorified in 
Pharao and in his chariots and in his horsemen.” 

And the angel of God who went before the camp of Israel, 
removing, went behind them, and together with him the pillar 
of the cloud, leaving the forepart, stood behind between the 
Egyptians’ camp and the camp of Israel: and it was a dark 
cloud, and enlightening the night so that they could not come at 
one another all the night. 

And when Moses had stretched forth his hand over the sea, 
the Lord took it away by a strong and burning wind blowing all 
the night, and turned it into dry ground: and the water was 
divided. And the children of Israel went in through the midst 
of the sea dried up, for the water was as a wall on their right 
hand and on their left. And the Egyptians pursuing went in 
after them, and all Pharao’s horses, his chariots and horsemen 
through the midst of the sea. 

And now the morning watch was come, and behold the Lord 
looking upon the Egyptian army through the pillar of fire and 
of the cloud, slew their host, and overthrew the wheels of the 
chariots, and they were carried into the deep. And the Egyp- 
tians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the Lord fighteth for 
them against us.” 

And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch forth thy hand over 
the sea that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, 
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upon their chariots and horsemen.” And when Moses had 
stretched forth his hand towards the sea, it returned at the first 
break of day to the former place: and as the Egyptians were 
fleeing away, the waters came upon them, and the ‘Lord shut 
them up in the middle of the waves. And the waters returned, 
and covered the chariots and the horsemen of all the army of 
Pharao who had come into the sea after them, neither did there 
so much as one of them remain. 

But the children of Israel marched through the midst of the 
sea upon dry land, and the waters were to them as a wall on 
the right hand and on the left. And the Lord delivered Israel 
on that day out of the hands of the Egyptians. And they saw 
the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore and the mighty hand 
that the Lord had used against them: and the people feared the 
Lord, and they believed the Lord and Moses his servant. 


20. THE CANTICLE OF MOSES 


HEN Moses and the children of Israel sung this canticle 
to the Lord, and said: 


“Let us sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously magnified, 
The horse and the rider he hath thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my praise, 
And he is become salvation to me: 
He is my God, and I will glorify him: 
The God of my father, and I will exalt him. 


“The Lord is as a man of war, 
Almighty is his name. 
Pharao’s chariots and his army he hath cast into the sea: 
His chosen captains are drowned in the Red Sea. 
The depths have covered them, 
They are sunk to the bottom like a stone. 
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“Thy right hand, O Lord, is magnified in strength: 
Thy right hand, O Lord, hath slain the enemy. 
And in the multitude of thy glory thou hast put down thy 
adversaries : 
Thou hast sent thy wrath, which hath devoured them like 
stubble. 
And with the blast of thy anger the waters were gathered to- 
gether ; 
The flowing water stood, 
The depths were gathered together in the midst of the sea. 


“The enemy said, ‘I will pursue and overtake, I will divide the 
spoils, 
My soul shall have its fill: 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall slay them.’ 
Thy wind blew and the sea covered them: 
They sunk as lead in the mighty waters. 


“Who is like to thee among the strong, O Lord? 
Who is like to thee, glorious in holiness, 
Terrible and praiseworthy, doing wonders? 
Thou stretchest forth thy hand, 
And the earth swallowed them. 
In thy mercy thou hast been a leader to the people which thou 
hast redeemed : 
And in thy strength thou hast carried them to thy holy 
habitation. 


“Nations rose up, and were angry ; 
Sorrows took hold on the inhabitants of Philisthiim. 
Then were the princes of Edom troubled, 
Trembling seized on the stout men of Moab: 
All the inhabitants of Chanaan became stiff. 
Let fear and dread fall upon them, in the greatness of thy arm: 
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“Let them become unmoveable as a stone, 
Until thy people, O Lord, pass by; 
Until this thy people pass by, which thou hast pessessed. 
Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 
thy inheritance, 
In thy most firm habitation which thou hast made, O Lord; 
Thy sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.” 


For Pharao went in on horseback with his chariots and horse- 
men into the sea: and the Lord brought back upon them the 
waters of the sea: but the children of Israel walked on dry 
ground in the midst thereof. 

So Mary the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel 
in her hand; and all the women went forth after her with tim- 
brels and with dances: and she began the song to them, saying, 


“Let us sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously magnified, 
The horse and his rider he hath thrown into the sea.” 


21. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


N the third month of the departure of Israel out of the land 

of Egypt, on this day they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. For departing out of Raphidim and coming into the 
desert of Sinai, they camped in the same place, and there Israel 
pitched their tents over against the mountain. And Moses went 
up to God: and the Lord called unto him from the mountain, 
and said, “Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob and tell 
the children of Israel: 

“*You have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, how I 
have carried you upon the wings of eagles, and have taken you 
to myself. If therefore you will hear my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my peculiar possession above all people, 
for all the earth is mine. And you shall be to me a priestly 
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kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words thou shalt 
speak to the children of Israel.” 

Moses came, and calling together the elders of the people, he 
declared all the words which the Lord had commanded. And 
all the people answered together, “All that the Lord hath spoken 
we will do.” And when Moses had related the people’s words to 
the Lord, the Lord said to him, “Lo, now will I come to thee 
in the darkness of a cloud that the people may hear me speaking 
to thee and may believe thee for ever.” And Moses told the 
words of the people to the Lord. And he said to him, “Go to 
the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let 
them wash their garments. And let them be ready against the 
third day, for on the third day the Lord will come down in the 
sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. . . .” 

And now the third day was come, and the morning appeared: 
and behold thunders began to be heard and lightning to flash, 
and a very thick cloud to cover the mount, and the noise of the 
trumpet sounded exceeding loud, and the people that was in the 
camp, feared. 

And when Moses had brought them forth to meet God from 
the place of the camp, they stood at the bottom of the mount. 
And all mount Sinai was on a smoke, because the Lord was 
come down upon it in fire, and the smoke arose from it as out 
of a furnace: and all the mount was terrible. And the sound 
of the trumpet grew by degrees louder and louder, and was 
drawn out to a greater length. Moses spoke and God answered 
him. 

And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai in the very top 
of the mount, and he called Moses unto the top thereof. And 
when he was gone up thither, he said unto him, “Go down and 
charge the people lest they should have a mind to pass the limits 
to see the Lord and a very great multitude of them should 
perish. The priests also that come to the Lord, let them be 
sanctified lest he strike them.” 

And Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up 
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to mount Sinai, for thou didst charge and command, saying, 
‘Set limits about the mount and sanctify it.’” And the Lord 
said to him, “Go, get thee down: and thou shalt come up, thou 
and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people pass 
the limits nor come up to the Lord lest he kill them.” And 
Moses went down to the people and told them all. 

And the Lord spoke all these words: . 


“T am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
not have strange gods before me. Thou shalt not make to 
thyself a graven thing nor the likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above or in the earth beneath, nor of those things 
that are in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt not 
adore them, nor serve them. I am the Lord thy God, 
mighty, jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and shewing mercy unto thousands to them 
that love me and keep my commandments. 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall take 
the name of the Lord his God in vain. 

“Remember that thou keep holy the sabbath day. Six 
days shalt thou labour and shalt do all thy works. But on 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: thou 
shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy beast, 
nor the stranger that is within thy gates, for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all 
things that are in them, and rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the seventh day and sancti- 
fied it. 

“Honour thy father and thy mother that thou mayest be 
longlived upon the land which the Lord thy God will give 
thee, 
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“Thou shalt not kill. 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“Thou shalt not steal. 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house: neither 
shalt thou desire his wife, nor his servant, nor his hand- 
maid, nor his ox, nor his.ass, nor any thing that is his.” 


And all the people saw the voices and the flames and the 
sound of the trumpet and the mount smoking: and being terri- 
fied and struck with fear, they stood afar off, saying to Moses, 
“Speak thou to us and we will hear: let not the Lord speak to 
us lest we die.” And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, for 
God is come to prove you, and that the dread of him might be 
in you, and you should not sin.” And the people stood afar off. 
But Moses went to the dark cloud wherein God was. 


22. THE GOLDEN CALF 


ND the people seeing that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mount, gathering together against Aaron, said, 
“Arise, make us gods that may go before us; for as to this 
Moses, the man that brought us out of the iand of Egypt, we 
know not what has befallen him.” And Aaron said to them, 
“Take the golden earrings fro:n the ears of your wives, and 
your sons and daughters, and bring them to me.” And the 
people did what he had commanded, bringing the earrings to 
Aaron. 

And when he had received them, he fashioned them by 
founders’ work and made of them a molten calf. And they said, 
“These are thy gods, O Israel, that have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt.” And when Aaron saw this, he built an altar 
before it and made proclamation by a crier’s voice, saying, “To 
morrow is the solemnity of the Lord.” And rising in the morn- 
ing they offered holocausts and peace victims, and the people 
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play. 


The 
Wrath 
of Moses 
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And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Go, get thee down: 
thy people which thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, 
hath sinned. They have quickly strayed from the sway which 
thou didst shew them, and they have made to themselves a 
molten calf and have adored it, and sacrificing victims to it, have 
said, ‘These are thy gods, O Israel, that have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt.’ And again the Lord said to Moses, “See 
that this people is stiffnecked: let me alone that my wrath may 
be kindled against them and that I may destroy them, and I will 
make of thee a great nation.” 

But Moses besought the Lord his God, saying, “Why, O 


Lord, is thy indignation enkindled against thy people whom 


thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? Let not the Egyptians say, I beseech thee, 
‘He craftily brought them out that he might kill them in the 
mountains and destroy them from the earth.’ Let thy anger 
cease, and be appeased upon the wickedness of thy people. Re- 
member Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants to whom thou 
sworest by thy own self, saying, ‘I will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and this whole land that I have spoken of, 
I will give to your seed and you shall possess it for ever.” And 
the Lord was appeased from doing the evil which he had spoken 
against his people. 

And Moses returned from the mount, carrying the two tables 
of the testimony in his hand, written on both sides and made 
by the work of God: the writing also of God was graven in 
the tables. And Josue hearing the noise of the people shouting, 
said to Moses, “The noise of battle is heard in the camp.” But 
he answered, “It is not the cry of men encouraging to fight nor 
the shout of men compelling to flee, but I hear the voice of 
singers.” : 

And when he came nigh to the camp, he saw the calf and the 
dances: and being very angry, he threw the tables out of his 
hand and broke them at the foot of the mount. And laying 
hold of the calf which they had made, he burnt it, and beat it 
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to powder which he strowed into water and gave thereof to 
the children of Israel to drink. And he said to Aaron, “What 
has this people done to thee that thou shouldst bring, upon 
them a most heinous sin?” 

And he answered him, “Let not my lord be offended, for thou 
knowest this people that they are prone to evil. They said to 
me, ‘Make us gods that may go before us; for as to this Moses 
who brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, we know not 
what is befallen him.’ And I said to them, ‘Which of you hath 
any gold?’ And they took and brought it to me, and I cast it 
into the fire and this calf came out.” 

And when Moses saw that the people were naked (for Aaron 
had stripped them by occasion of the shame of the filth and 
had set them naked among their enemies), then, standing in the 
gate of the camp, he said, “If any man be on the Lord’s side 
let him join with me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered them- 
selves together unto him. And he said to them, “Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, ‘Put every man his sword upon his 
thigh: go, and return from gate to gate through the midst of 
the camp and let every man kill his brother and friend and 
neighbour.’ ” 

And the sons of Levi did according to the words of Moses, 
and there were slain that day about three and twenty thousand 
men. And Moses said, “You have consecrated your hands this 
day to the Lord, every man in his son and in his brother, that a 
blessing may be given to you.” 

And when the next day was come, Moses spoke to the people: 
“You have sinned a very great sin: I will go up to the Lord if 
by any means I may be able to entreat him for your crime.” 
And returning to the Lord, he said, “I beseech thee: this people 
hath sinned a heinous sin, and they have made to themselves 
gods of gold: either forgive them this trespass, or if thou do 
not, strike me out of the book that thou hast written.” And 
the Lord answered him, “He that hath sinned against me, him 
will I strike out of my book: but go thou and lead this people 
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whither I have told thee; my angel shall go before thee, and I 
in the day of revenge will visit this sin also of theirs.” The 
Lord therefore struck the people for the guilt on occasion of 
the calf which Aaron had made. 


23. THE BRAZEN SERPENT | 


ND they marched from mount Hor by the way that leadeth 
at to the Red Sea to compass the land of Edom. And the 
people began to be weary of their journey and labour; and 
speaking against God and Moses, they said, “Why didst thou 
bring us out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no 
bread nor have we any waters: our soul now loatheth this very 
light food.” 

Wherefore the Lord sent among the people fiery serpents 
which bit them and killed many of them. Upon which they 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have 
spoken against the Lord and thee: pray that he may take away 
these serpents from us.” And Moses prayed for the people. 
And the Lord said to him, “Make a brazen serpent and set it 
up for a sign: whosoever being struck shall look on it, shall 
live.” Moses therefore made a brazen serpent and set it up for 
a sign, which when they that were bitten looked upon, they 
were healed. 


ae _ 24, THE FALL OF JERICHO 


OW Jericho was close shut up and fenced for fear of the 
VQ children of Israel, and no man durst go out or come in. 
And the Lord said to Josue, “Behold I have given into thy 
hands Jericho and the king thereof and all the valiant men. 
Go round about the city, all ye fighting men, once a day; so 
shall ye do for six days. 

“And on the seventh day the priests shall take the seven 
trumpets which are used in the jubilee, and shall go before the 
ark of the covenant: and you shall go about the city seven 
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times, and the priests shall sound the trumpets. And when the 
“voice of the trumpet shall give a longer and broken tune and 
shall sound in your ears, all the people shall shout together with 
a very great shout, and the walls of the city shall fall to the 
ground, and they shall enter in every one at the place against 
which they shall stand.” 

Then Josue the son of Nun called the priests and said to 
them, “Take the ark of the covenant and let seven other priests 
take the seven trumpets of the jubilee and march before the 
ark of the Lord.” And he said to the people, “Go, and com- 
pass the city, armed, marching before the ark of the Lord.” 

And when Josue had ended his words, and the seven priests 
blew the seven trumpets before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and all the armed men went before, the rest of the com- 
mon people followed the ark, and the sound of the trumpets 
was heard on all sides. But Josue had commanded the people, 
saying, “You shall not shout nor shall your voice be heard nor 
any word go out of your mouth until the day come wherein I 
shall say to you, ‘Cry, and shout.” So the ark of the Lord 
went about the city once a day, and returning into the camp, 
abode there. 

And Josue arising before day, the priests took the ark of the 
Lord, and seven of them seven trumpets which are used in the 
jubilee; and they went before the ark of the Lord walking and 
sounding the trumpets: and the armed men went before them, 
and the rest of the common people followed the ark, and they 
blew the trumpets. And they went round about the city the 
second day once and returned into the camp. So they did six 
days. 

But the seventh day, rising up early, they went about the 
city, as it was ordered, seven times. And when in the seventh 
going about the priests sounded with the trumpets, Josue said 
to all Israel, “Shout, for the Lord hath delivered the city to 
you: and let this city be an anathema and all things that are in 
tein at 
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So all the people making a shout, and the trumpets sounding, 
when the voice and the sound thundered in the ears of the mul- 
titude, the walls forthwith fell down, and every man went up 
by the place that was over against him: and they took the city. 


25. THE CANTICLE OF DEBBORA AND BARAC 


N that day Debbora and Barac son of Abinoem sung, and 
said : 


“O you of Israel, 
That have willingly offered your lives to danger, 
Bless the Lord. 


“Hear, O ye kings, give ear, ye princes: 
It is I, it is I, that will sing to the Lord, 
I will sing to the Lord the God of Israel. 


“O Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, 
And passedst by the regions of Edom, 
The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped water. 
The mountains melted before the face of the Lord, 
And Sinai before the face of the Lord the God of Israel. 


“In the days of Samgar, the son of Anath, 
In the days of Jahel the paths rested: 
And they that went by them, walked through by-ways. 
The valiant men ceased, and rested in Israel: 
Until Debbora arose, 
A mother arose in Israel. 
The Lord chose new wars, 
And he himself overthrew the gates of the enemies: 
A shield and spear was not seen among forty thousand of 
Israel. 
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“My heart loveth the princes of Israel: 

O you that of your own good will offered yourselves to danger, 
Bless the Lord. 

Speak, you that ride upon fair asses, 
And you that sit in judgment, 
And walk in the way. 

Where the chariots were dashed together, 

And the army of the enemies was choked, 
There let the justices of the Lord be rehearsed, 
And his clemency towards the brave men of Israel: 

Then the people of the Lord went down to the gates, 
And obtained the sovereignty. 


“Arise, arise, O Debbora, 
Arise, arise, and utter a canticle. 
Arise, Barac, and take hold of thy captives, O son of 
Abinoem. 
The remnants of the people are saved, 
The Lord hath fought among the valiant ones. ... 


“The kings came and fought, 
The kings of Chanaan fought 
In Thanach by the waters of Mageddo, 
And yet they took no spoils. 
War from heaven was made against them, 
The stars remaining in their order and courses fought 
against Sisara. 


“The torrent of Cison dragged their carcasses, 
The torrent of Cadumim, the torrent of Cison: 
Tread thou, my soul, upon the strong ones. 
The hoofs of the horses were broken 
Whilst the stoutest of the enemies fled amain, and fell head- 
long down. 
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““Curse ye the land of Meroz,’ said the angel of the Lord: 
“Curse the inhabitants thereof, 
Because they came not to the help of the Lord, . 
To help his most valiant men.’ 


“Blessed among women be Jahel 
The wife of Haber the Cinite, 
And blessed be she in her tent. 
He asked her water, and she gave him milk, 
And offered him butter in a dish fit for princes. 


“She put her left hand to the nail, 
And her right hand to the workman’s hammer, 
And she struck Sisara, 
Seeking in his head a place for the wound, 
And strongly piercing through his temples. 
At her feet he fell: 
He fainted, and he died: 
He rolled before her feet, 
And he lay lifeless and wretched. 


“His mother looked out at a window, and howled: 
And she spoke from the dining room: 
“Why is his chariot so long in coming back? 
Why are the feet of his horses so slow?” 
One that was wiser than the rest of his wives 
Returned this answer to her mother in law: 


““Perhaps he is now dividing the spoils, 
And the fairest of the women is chosen out for him: 
Garments of divers colours are given to Sisara for his prey, 
And furniture of different kinds is heaped together to adorn 
the necks.’ 


“So let all thy enemies perish, O Lord, 


But let them that love thee shine as the sun shineth in his 
rising.” 


THE HISTORY OF SAMSON gt 


26. THE HISTORY OF SAMSON 


OW there was a certain man of Saraa, and of the race 
VN of Dan, whose name was Manue, and his wife . . . bore 
a son and called his name Samson. And the child grew and 
the Lord blessed him. And the spirit of the Lord began to 
be with him in the camp of Dan between Saraa and Esthaol. 

Then Samson went down to Thamnatha, and seeing there a 
woman of the daughters of the Philistines, he came up and told 
his father and his mother saying, “I saw a woman in Thamnatha 
of the daughters of the Philistines; I beseech you, take her 
for me to wife.” And his father and mother said to him, “Is 
there no woman among the daughters of thy brethren or among 
all my people, that thou wilt take a wife of the Philistines? . . Si 
And Samson said to his father, “Take this woman for me, for 
she hath pleased my eyes.” Now his parents knew not that the 
thing was done by the Lord and that he sought an occasion 
against the Philistines, for at that time the Philistines had 
dominion over Israel. 

Then Samson went down with his father and mother to 
Thamnatha. And when they were come to the vineyards of 
the town, behold a young lion met him raging and roaring, 
And the spirit of the Lord came upon Samson, and he tore the 
lion as he would have torn a kid in pieces, having nothing at 
all in his hand: and he would not tell this to his father and 
mother. And he went down and spoke to the woman that had 
pleased his eyes. 

And after some days returning to take her, he went aside to 
see the carcass of the lion, and behold there was a swarm of 
bees in the mouth of the lion and a honeycomb. And when he 
had taken it in his hands, he went on eating: and coming to 
his father and mother, he gave them of it, and they ate, but 
he would not tell them that he had taken the honey from the 
body of the lion. 
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So his father went down to the woman and made a feast for 
his son Samson, for so the young men used to do. And when 
the citizens of that place saw him, they brought him thirty 
companions to be with him. And Samson said to them, “I 
will propose to you a riddle which if you declare unto me 
within the seven days of the feast, I will give you thirty shirts 
and as many coats. But if you shall not be able to declare it, 
you shall give me thirty shirts and the same number of coats.” 
They answered him, “Put forth the riddle that we may hear it.” 
And he said to them, 

“Out of the eater came forth meat, 
And out of the strong came forth sweetness.” 
And they could not in three days expound the riddle. 

And when the seventh day came, they said to the wife of 
Samson, “Soothe thy husband and persuade him to tell thee 
what the riddle meaneth. But if thou wilt not do it, we will - 
burn thee and thy father’s house. Have you called us to the 
wedding on purpose to strip us?” So she wept before Samson 
and complained, saying, “Thou hatest me and dost not love me: 
therefore thou wilt not expound to me the riddle which thou 
hast proposed to the sons of my people.” 

But he answered, “I would not tell it to my father and mother, 
and how can I tell it to thee?” So she wept before him the 
seven days of the feast: and at length on the seventh day as she 
was troublesome to him, he expounded it. And she immediately 
told her countrymen. And they on the seventh day before the 
sun went down said to him, “What is sweeter than honey? 
and what is stronger than a lion?” And he said to them, “Lf 
you had not ploughed with my heifer you had not found out my 
riddle.” 

And the spirit of the Lord came upon him and he went down 
to Ascalon and slew there thirty men whose garments he took 
away and gave to them that had declared the riddle. And 
being exceeding angry, he went up to his father’s house: but 
his wife took one of his friends and bridal companions for her 
husband. 
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And a while after, when the days of the wheat harvest were 
at hand, Samson came, meaning to visit his wife, and he brought 
her a kid of the flock. And when he would have gone into her 
chamber as usual, her father would not suffer him, saying, “I 
thought thou hadst hated her and therefore I gave her to thy 
friend; but she hath a sister who is younger and fairer than 
she, take her to wife instead of her.’ And Samson answered 
him, “From this day I shall be blameless in what I do against 
the Philistines, for I will do you evils.” 

And he went and caught three hundred foxes, and coupled 
them tail to tail, and fastened torches between the tails. And 
setting them on fire he let the foxes go that they might run 
about hither and thither. And they presently went into the 
standing corn of the Philistines, which being set on fire, both 
the corn that was already carried together and that which was 
yet standing, was all burnt, insomuch that the flame consumed 
also the vineyards and the oliveyards. 

Then the Philistines said, “Who hath done this thing?” 
And it was answered, “Samson the son in law of the Tham- 
nathite because he took away his wife and gave her to another, 
hath done these things.” And the Philistines went up and burnt 
both the woman and her father. But Samson said to them, 
“Although you have done this, yet will I be revenged of you 
and then I will be quiet.” And he made a great slaughter of 
them, so that in astonishment they laid the calf of the leg upon 
the thigh. And going down he dwelt in a cavern of the rock 
Etam. 

Then the Philistines going up into the land of Juda, camped 
in the place which afterwards was called Lechi, that is, the 
Jawbone, where their army was spread. And the men of the 
tribe of Juda said to them, “Why are you come up against us?” 
They answered, “We are come to bind Samson and to pay him 
for what he hath done against us.” Wherefore three thousand 
men of Juda went down to the cave of the rock Etam and said 
to Samson, “Knowest thou not that the Philistines rule over 
us? Why wouldst thou do thus?” 


The 
Foxes 
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And he said to them, “As they did to me, so have I done to 
them.” And they said to him, ‘““We are come to bind thee and 
to deliver thee into the hands of the Philistines.” And Samson 
said to them, “Swear to me and promise me that you will not 
kill me.” They said, “We will not kill thee, but we will de- 
liver thee up bound.” And they bound him with two ‘new 
cords and brought him from the rock Etam. 

Now when he was come to the place of the Jawbone and 
the Philistines shouting went to meet him, the spirit of the 
Lord came strongly upon him, and as the flax is wont to be 
consumed at the approach of fire, so the bands with which he 
was bound were broken and loosed. And finding a jawbone, 
even the jawbone of an ass which lay there, catching it up, he 
slew therewith a thousand men. And he said, “With the jaw- 
bone of an ass, with the jaw of the colt of asses, I have de- 
stroyed them and have slain a thousand men.” And when he 
had ended these words, singing he threw the jawbone out of 
his hand and called the name of that place Ramathlechi, which 
is interpreted “the lifting up of the jawbone.” 

And being very thirsty, he cried to the Lord, and said, “Thou 
hast given this very great deliverance and victory into the hand 
of thy servant: and behold I die for thirst. . . .” Then the 
Lord opened a great tooth in the jaw of the ass, and waters 
issued out of it. And when he had drank them he refreshed 
his spirit and recovered his strength. Therefore the name of 
that place was called, “The Spring of him that invoked from the 
jawbone,” until this present day. And he judged Israel in the 
days of the Philistines twenty years. 

He went also into Gaza. . . . And when the Philistines had 
heard this and it was noised about among them that Samson 
was come into the city, they surrounded him, setting guards at 
the gate of the city and watching there all the night in silence 
that in the morning they might kill him as he went out. But 
Samson slept till midnight, and then rising, he took both the 
doors of the gate with the posts thereof and the bolt, and laying 


aaa 


THE HISTORY OF SAMSON 95 


them on his shoulders, carried them up to the top of the hill 
which looketh towards Hebron. 

After this he loved a woman who dwelt in the valley of 
Sorec, and she was called Dalila. And the princes of the 
Philistines came to her and said, ‘“Deceive him and learn of 
him wherein his great strength lieth, and how we may be able 
to overcome him, to bind and afflict him; which if thou shalt do, 
we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of 
silver.’ And Dalila said to Samson, “Tell me, I beseech thee, 
wherein thy greatest strength lieth, and what it is wherewith 
if thou wert bound thou couldst not break loose.” 

And Samson answered her, “If I shall be bound with seven 
cords made of sinews not yet dry but still moist, I shall be 
weak like other men.” And the princes of the Philistines 
brought unto her seven cords such as he spoke of with which 
she bound him, men lying privately in wait with her and in the 
chamber expecting the event of the thing, and she cried out to 
him, “The Philistines are upon thee, Samson!” And he broke 
the bands as a man would break a thread of tow twined with 
spittle when it smelleth the fire: so it was not known wherein 
his strength lay. 

And Dalila said to him, “Behold thou hast mocked me and 
hast told me a false thing, but now at least tell me wherewith 
thou mayest be bound.” And he answered her, “Tf I shall be 
bound with new ropes that were never in work, I shall be weak 
and like other men.” Dalila bound him again with these, and 
cried out, “The Philistines are upon thee, Samson!” there being 
an ambush prepared for him in the chamber. But he broke the 
bands like threads of webs. 

And Dalila said to him again, “How long dost thou deceive 
me and tell me lies?’ Shew me wherewith thou mayest be 
bound.” And Samson answered her, “If thou plattest the seven 
locks of my head with a lace, and tying them round about a 
nail, fastenest it in the ground, I shall be weak.” And when 
Dalila had done this, she said to him, “The Philistines are upon 
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thee, Samson!” And awaking out of his sleep he drew out the 
nail with the hairs and the lace. 

And Dalila said to him, “How dost thou say thoy lovest me 
when thy mind is not with me? Thou hast told me lies these 
three times and wouldst not tell me wherein thy great strength 
lieth.” And when she pressed him much and continually hung 
upon him for many days, giving him no time to rest, his soul 
fainted away and was wearied even until death. Then opening 
the truth of the thing, he said to her, “The razor hath never 
come upon my head, for I am a Nazarite, that is to say, conse- 
crated to God; if my head be shaven, my strength shall de- 
part from me and I shall become weak and shall be like other 
men.” 

Then seeing that he had discovered to her all his mind, she 
sent to the princes of the Philistines, saying, “Come up this 
once more, for now he hath opened his heart to me.” And they 
went up taking with them the money which they had promised. 
But she made him sleep upon her knees and lay his head in her 
bosom. And she called a barber and shaved his seven locks 
and began to drive him away and thrust him from her, for im- 
mediately his strength departed from him. 

And she said, “The Philistines are upon thee, Samson!” And 
awaking from sleep, he said in his mind, “I will go out as I 
did before and shake myself,” not knowing that the Lord was 
departed from him. Then the Philistines seized upon him, and 
forthwith pulled out his eyes, and led him bound in chains to 
Gaza, and shutting him up in prison made him grind. And 


“ow his hair began to grow again. 


His 


Death 


And the princes of the Philistines assembled together to 
offer great sacrifices to Dagon their god, and to make merry, 
saying, “Our god hath delivered our enemy Samson into our 
hands.”” And the people also seeing this, praised their god and 
said the same, “Our god hath delivered our adversary into our 
hands, him that destroyed our country and killed very many.” 
And rejoicing in their feasts, when they had now taken their 
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good cheer, they commanded that Samson should be called and 
should play before them. And being brought out of prison, 
he played before them, and they made him stand between two 
pillars. And he said to the lad that guided his steps, “Suffer 
me to touch the pillars which support the whole house, and let 
me lean upon them and rest a little.” 

Now the house was full of men and women, and all the 
princes of the Philistines were there. Moreover about three 
thousand persons of both sexes from the roof and the higher 
part of the house were beholding Samson’s play. But he called 
upon the Lord, saying, ““O Lord God, remember me and restore 
to me now my former strength, O my God, that I may revenge 
myself on my enemies, and for the loss of my two eyes I may 
take one revenge.” 

And laying hold on both the pillars on which the house 
rested, and holding the one with his right hand and the other 
with his left, he said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And 
when he had strongly shook the pillars, the house fell upon all 
the princes and the rest of the multitude that was there: and 
he killed many more at his death than he had killed before in 
his life. And his brethren and all his kindred, going down took 
his body and buried it between Saraa and Esthaol in the bury- 
ing place of his father Manue: and he judged Israel twenty 
years. 


27.¢RUTH 


N the days of one of the judges, when the judges ruled, 

there came a famine in the land. And a certain man of 
Bethlehem Juda went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his 
wife and his two sons. He was named Elimelech, and his wife 
Noemi; and his two sons, the one Mahalon, and the other 
Chelion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Juda. And entering into 
the country of Moab, they abode there. 
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And Elimelech, the husband of Noemi, died, and she re- 
mained with her sons. And they took wives of the women of 
Moab of which one was called Orpha, and the other Ruth. And 
they dwelt there ten years. And they both died, to Wit, Maha- 
lon and Chelion: and the woman was left alone, having lost both 
her sons and her husband. 

And she arose to go from the land of Moab to her own 
country with both her daughters in law, for she had heard that 
the Lord had looked upon his people and had given them food. 
Wherefore she went forth out of the place of her sojournment 
with both her daughters in law. 

And being now in the way to return into the land of Juda, 
she said to them, “Go ye home to your mothers: the Lord deal 
mercifully with you as you have dealt with the dead and with 
me. May he grant you to find rest in the houses of the hus- 
bands which you shall take.” And she kissed them. And they 
lifted up their voice and began to weep, and to say, “We will 
go on with thee to thy people.” But she answered them, “Re- 
turn, my daughters, why come ye with me?... go your 
ways.” 

And they lifted up their voice and began to weep again: 
Orpha kissed her mother in law and returned. Ruth stuck 
close to her mother in law. And Noemi said to her, “Behold 
thy kinswoman is returned to her people and to her gods; go 
thou with her.” She answered, “Be not against me to desire 
that I should leave thee and depart, for whithersoever thou 
shalt go, I will go, and where thou shalt dwell, I also will dwell. 
Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. The 
land that shall receive thee dying, in the same will I die, and 
there will I be buried. The Lord do so and so to me and add 
more also if aught but death part me and thee.” 

Then Noemi seeing that Ruth was steadfastly determined to 
go with her, would not be against it nor persuade her any more 
to return to her friends. 

So they went together and came to Bethlehem. And when 
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they were come into the city, the report was quickly spread 
among all, and the women said, “This is that Noemi.” But 
she said to them, “Call me not Noemi (that is, beautiful), but 
call me Mara (that is, bitter), for the Almighty hath quite filled 
me with bitterness. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought 
me back empty. Why then do you call me Noemi, whom the 
Lord hath humbled and the Almighty hath afflicted?” 

So Noemi came with Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in 
law, from the land of her sojournment, and returned into 
Bethlehem in the beginning of the barley harvest. 

Now her husband Elimelech had a kinsman, a powerful man Ruth 
and very rich, whose name was Booz. And Ruth the Moabitess ek 
said to her mother in law, “If thou wilt, I will go into the field 
and glean the ears of corn that escape the hands of the reapers, 
wheresoever I shall find grace with a householder that will be 
favourable to me.” And she answered her, “Go, my daughter.” 
She went therefore and gleaned the ears of corn after the 
reapers. And it happened that the owner of that field was Booz 
who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

And behold, he came out of Bethlehem and said to the reapers, 

|S4The Lord be with you.” And they answered him, “The Lord 
bless thee.’ And Booz said to the young man that was set _ 
over the reapers, “Whose maid is this?” And he answered 
him, “This is the Moabitess who came with Noemi from the 
land of Moab. And she desired leave to glean the ears of corn 
that remain, following the steps of the reapers; and she hath 
been in the field from morning till now, and hath not gone 
home for one moment.” 

And Booz said to Ruth, ‘“Hear me, daughter, do not go to 
glean in any other field, and do not depart from this place, but 
keep with my maids and follow where they reap. For I have 
charged my young men not to molest thee: and if thou art 
thirsty, go to the vessels and drink of the waters whereof the 
servants drink.” She fell on her face, and worshipping upon 
the ground, said to him, “Whence cometh this to me that I 
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should find grace before thy eyes, and that thou shouldst vouch- 
safe to take notice of me, a woman of another country?” 

And he answered her, “All hath been told me that thou hast 
done to thy mother in law after the death of thy husband; and 
how thou hast left thy parents and the land wherein thou wast 
born, and art come to a people which thou knewest not here- 
tofore. The Lord render unto thee for thy work, and mayest 
thou receive a full reward of the Lord the God of Israel, to 
whom thou art come and under whose wings thou art fled.” 

And she said, “I have found grace in thy eyes, my lord, who 
hast comforted me and hast spoken to the heart of thy hand- 
maid, who am not like to one of thy maids.” And Booz said 
to her, “At mealtime come thou hither and eat of the bread and 
dip thy morsel in the vinegar.” So she sat at the side of the 
reapers; and she heaped to herself frumenty, and ate and was 
filled, and took the leavings. And she arose from thence to 
glean the ears of corn as before. And Booz commanded his 
servants, saying, “If she would even reap with you, hinder her 
not; and let fall some of your handfuls of purpose, and leave 
them that she may gather them without shame, and let no man 
rebuke her when she gathereth them.” 

She gleaned therefore in the field till evening; and beating 
out with a rod and threshing what she had gleaned, she found 
about the measure of an ephi of barley, that is, three bushels, 
which she took and returned into the city, and shewed it to her 
mother in law: moreover she brought out and gave her of the 
remains of her meat wherewith she had been filled. And her 
mother in law said to her, “Where hast thou gleaned to day, 
and where hast thou wrought? blessed be he that hath had pity 
on thee.” And she told her with whom she had wrought ; and 
she told the man’s name, that he was called Booz. 

And Noemi answered her, “Blessed be he of the Lord, be- 
cause the same kindness which he shewed to the living, he hath 
kept also to the dead.” And again she said, “The man is our 
kinsman.” And Ruth said, “He also charged me that I should 
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keep close to his reapers till all the corn should be reaped.” 
And her mother in law said to her, “It is better for thee, my 
daughter, to go out to reap with his maids, lest in anather man’s 
field someone may resist thee.” 

So she kept close to the maids of Booz and continued to 
glean with them till all the barley and the wheat were laid up 
in the barns. 


28. THE CALL OF SAMUEL 


HERE was a man of Ramathaimsophim of mount Ephraim, 
(Wy and his name was Elcana, the son of Jeroham; ... and 
he had two wives, the name of one was Anna. ... And it 
came to pass when the time was come about, Anna... borea 
son and called his name Samuel because she had asked him of 
the Lord. . . . And after she had weaned him, she carried him 
with her, with three calves and three bushels of flour and a bottle 
of wine, and she brought him to the house of the Lord in Silo. 

Now the child was as yet very young: and they immolated a 
calf and offered the child to Heli. And Anna said, “I be- 
seech thee, my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord: I am that 
woman who stood before thee here praying to the Lord. For 
this child did I pray, and the Lord hath granted me my petition 
which I asked of him. Therefore I also have lent him to the 
Lord all the days of his life, he shall be lent to the Lord.” 
And they adored the Lord there. . . 

Now the child Samuel ministered to the Lord before Heli, 
and the word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was 
no manifest vision. And it came to pass one day when Heli lay 
in his place, and his eyes were grown dim, that he could not 
see: before the lamp of God went out, Samuel slept in the 
temple of the Lord where the ark of God was. 

And the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here am 
I.” And he ran to Heli and said, “Here am I, for thou didst 
call me.” He said, “I did not call; go back and sleep.” And 
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he went and slept. And the Lord called Samuel again. And 
Samuel arose and went to Heli, and said, “Here am I, for thou 
calledst me.” He answered, “I did not call thee, my son; re- 
turn and sleep.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither had the 
word of the Lord been revealed to him. And the Lord called 
Samuel again the third time. And he arose up and went to 
Heli, and said, “Here am I, for thou didst call me.” Then 
Heli understood that the Lord called the child, and he said to 
Samuel, “Go, and sleep, and if he shall call thee any more, 
thou shalt say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.’” So 
Samuel went and slept in his place. 

And the Lord came and stood, and he called as he had called 
the other times, “Samuel, Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.” And the Lord said to Samuel, 
“Behold I do a thing in Israel, and whosoever shall hear ait, 
both his ears shall tingle. In that day I will raise up against 
Heli all the things I have spoken concerning his house. I will 
begin, and I will make an end. For I have foretold unto him 
that I will judge his house for ever for iniquity, because he 
knew that his sons did wickedly and did not chastise them. 
Therefore have I sworn to the house of Heli that the iniquity of 
his house shall not be expiated with victims nor offerings for 
ever.” 

And Samuel slept till morning, and opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to tell the vision to 
Heli. Then Heli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” 
And he answered, “Here am I.” And he asked him, “What is 
the word that the Lord hath spoken to thee? I beseech thee 
hide it not from me. May God do so and so to thee, and add so 
and so, if thou hide from me one word of all that were said 
to thee.” So Samuel told him all the words and did not hide 
them from him. And he answered, “It is the Lord; let him do 
what is good in his sight.” 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and not one 
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of his words fell to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Bersabee knew that Samuel was a faithful prophet of the Lord. 


“ 


29. DAVID AND GOLIATH 


OW the Philistines gathering together their troops to 
battle, assembled at Socho of Juda, and camped between 
Socho and Azeca in the borders of Dommim. And Saul and 
the children of Israel being gathered together came to the 
valley of Terebinth, and they set the army in array to fight 
against the Philistines. And the Philistines stood on a mountain 
on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: 
and there was a valley between them. 

And there went out a man baseborn from the camp of the 
Philistines named Goliath of Geth, whose height was six cubits 
and a span. And he had a helmet of brass upon his head, and 
he was clothed with a coat of mail with scales, and the weight 
of his coat of mail was five thousand sicles of brass: and he 
had greaves of brass on his legs, and a buckler of brass covered 
his shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s 
beam, and the head of his spear weighed six hundred sicles of 
iron: and his armourbearer went before him. 

And standing he cried out to the bands of Israel, and said to 
them, “Why are you come out prepared to fight? am not I a 
Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose out a man of 
you and let him come down and fight hand to hand. If he be 
able to fight with me and kill me, we will be servants to you; 
but if I prevail against him and kill him, you shall be servants 
and shall serve us.” And the Philistine said, “I have defied the 
bands of Israel this day. Give me a man and let him fight 
with me hand to hand.” And Saul and all the Israelites hear- 
ing these words of the Philistine were dismayed and greatly 
afraid, 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Juda 
before mentioned whose name was Isai, who had eight sons, 
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and was an old man in the days of Saul and of great age 
among men. And his three eldest sons followed Saul to the 
battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the battle 
were Eliab, the firstborn, and the second, Abinadab, and the 
third, Samma. But David was the youngest. So the three 
eldest having followed Saul, David went and returned from 
Saul to feed his father’s flock at Bethlehem. Now the Philistine 
came out morning and evening, and presented himself forty 
days. 

And Isai said to David his son, “Take for thy brethren an 
ephi of frumenty and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to 
thy brethren. And carry these ten little cheeses to the tribune: 
and go see thy brethren if they are well, and learn with whom 
they are placed.” But Saul and they and all the children of 
Israel were in the valley of Terebinth fighting against the 
Philistines. 

David therefore arose in the morning and gave the charge of 
the flock to the keeper ; and went away loaded as Isai had com- 
manded him. And he came to the place of Magala, and to the 

“army which was going out to fight, and shouted for the battle. 
For Israel had put themselves in array, and the Philistines 
who stood against them were prepared. 

And David leaving the vessels which he had brought under 
the care of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the place of the 
battle and asked if all things went well with his brethren. And 
as he talked with them, that baseborn man whose name was 
Goliath, the Philistine of Geth, shewed himself coming up 
from the camp of the Philistines, and he spoke according to the 
same words, and David heard them. And all the Israelites when 
they saw the man, fled from his face, fearing him exceedingly. 

And someone of Israel said, “Have you seen this man that 
is come up, for he is come up to defy Israel. And the man that 
shall slay him, the king will enrich with great riches, and will 
give him his daughter, and will make his father’s house free 
from tribute in Israel.” And David spoke to the men that 
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stood by him, saying, “What shall be given to the man that 
shall kill this Philistine and shall take away the reproach from 
Israel? for who is this . . . Philistine that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?” And the people answered him the 
same words, saying, “These things shall be given to the man 
that shall slay him.” 

Now when Eliab, his eldest brother, heard this, when he was 
speaking with others, he was angry with David and said, “Why 
camest thou hither? and why didst thou leave those few sheep 
in the desert? I know thy pride and the wickedness of thy 
heart, that thou art come down to see the battle.” And David 
said, “What have I done? Is there not cause to speak?” And 
he turned a little aside from him to another and said the same 
word. And the people answered him as before. And the words 
which David spoke were heard and were rehearsed before Saul. 

And when he was brought to him, he said to him, “Let not 
any man’s heart be dismayed in him; I thy servant will go and 
will fight against the Philistine.’ And Saul said to David, 
“Thou art not able to withstand this Philistine nor to fight 
against him, for thou art but a boy, but he is a warrior from 
his youth.” And David said to Saul, “Thy servant kept his 
father’s sheep, and there came a lion, or a bear, and took a ram 
out of the midst of the flock: and I pursued after them, and 
struck them, and delivered it out of their mouth: and they 
rose up against me, and I caught them by the throat and I 
strangled and killed them. 

“For I thy servant have killed both a lion and a bear; and 
this . . . Philistine shall be also as one of them. I will go now 
and take away the reproach of the people, for who is this . . . 
Philistine who hath dared to curse the army of the living God ?” 
And David said, “The Lord who delivered me out of the paw 
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “GO; 
and the Lord be with thee.” 

And Saul clothed David with his garments, and put a helmet 
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of brass upon his head, and armed him with a coat of mail. And 
David having girded his sword upon his armour, began to try 
if he could walk in armour, for he was not accustomed to it. 
And David said to Saul, “I cannot go thus, for I am not used to 
it.’ And he laid them off. And he took his staff, which he 
had always in his hands, and chose him five smooth stones out 
of the brook and put them into the shepherd’s scrip which he had 
with him, and he took a sling in his hand, and went forth 
against the Philistine. 

The And the Philistine came on and drew nigh against David, and 

Battle 115 armourbearer before him. And when the Philistine looked 
and beheld David, he despised him, for he was a young man, 
ruddy, and of a comely countenance. And the Philistine said 
to David, “Am I a dog that thou comest to me with a staff?” 
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And he said to 
David, “Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the birds of 
the air and to the beasts of the earth.” 

And David said to the Philistine, “Thou comest to me with 
a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I come to 
thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, which thou hast defied. This day and the Lord will 
deliver thee into my hand and I will slay thee, and take away 
thy head from thee: and I will give the carcasses of the army 
of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the 
beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a 
God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the Lord 
saveth not with sword and spear, for it is his battle, and he 
will deliver you into our hands.” 

And when the Philistine arose and was coming, and drew 
nigh to meet David, David made haste and ran to the fight to 
meet the Philistine. And he put his hand into his scrip and 
took a stone, and cast it with the sling, and fetching it about 
struck the Philistine in the forehead: and the stone was fixed 
in his forehead, and he fell on his face upon the earth. And 
David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and 
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he struck and slew the Philistine. And as David had no sword 
in his hand, he ran and stood over the Philistine and took his 
sword, and drew it out of the sheath and slew him and cut off 
his head. And the Philistines seeing that their champion was 
dead, fled away. 

And the men of Israel and Juda rising up shouted and pur- 
sued after the Philistines till they came to the valley and to 
the gates of Accaron, and there fell many wounded of the 
Philistines in the way of Saraim and as far as Geth and as far 
as Accaron. And the children of Israel returning after they 
had pursued the Philistines, fell upon their camp. And David 
taking the head of the Philistine, brought it to Jerusalem, but 
his armour he put in his tent. 


30. DAVID AND JONATHAN 


ND it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking 
to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul 
took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s 
house. And David and Jonathan made a covenant, for he 
loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of 
the coat with which he was clothed and gave it to David, and 
the rest of his garments even to his sword and to his bow and 
to his girdle. 

And David went out to whatsoever business Saul sent him,e 
and he behaved himself prudently: and Saul set him over the 
soldiers, and he was acceptable in the eyes of all the people and 
especially in the eyes of Saul’s servants. Now when David 
returned after he slew the Philistine, the women came out of 
all the cities of Israel singing and dancing to meet King Saul 
with timbrels of joy and cornets. 

And the women sung as they played, and they said, “Saul slew 
his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” And Saul was 
exceeding angry, and this word was displeasing in his eyes, and 
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he said, “They have given David ten thousands, and to me they 
have given but a thousand; what can he have more but the 
kingdom?’ And Saul did not look on David witha good eye 
from that day and forward. 

And the day after, the evil spirit from God came upon Saul 
and he prophesied in the midst of his house. And David 
played with his hand as at other times. And Saul held a spear 
in his hand, and threw it, thinking to nail David to the wall: 
and David stept aside out of his presence twice. And Saul 
feared David because the Lord was with him and was departed 
from himself. 


31. THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 


ND the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon, 

and he made affinity with Pharao the king of Egypt, for he 

took his daughter and brought her into the city of David until 

he had made an end of building his own house and the house of 
the Lord and the wall of Jerusalem round about. 

But yet the people sacrificed in the high places, for there was 
no temple built to the name of the Lord until that day. And 
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the precepts of David 
his father, only he sacrificed in the high places and burnt in- 
cense. He went therefore to Gabaon to sacrifice there, for that 
was the great high place: a thousand victims for holocausts did 
-Solomon offer upon that altar in Gabaon. 

And the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by ight, say- 
ing, “Ask what thou wilt that I should give thee.” And Solo- 
mon said, “Thou hast shewn great mercy to thy servant David 
my father, even as he walked before thee in truth and justice 
and an upright heart with thee, and thou hast kept thy great 
mercy for him, and hast given him a son to sit on his throne, 
as it is this day. 

“And now, O Lord God, thou hast made thy servant king 
instead of David my father, and I am but a child and know not 
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how to go out and come in. And thy servant is in the midst 
of the people which thou hast chosen, an immense people, which 
cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore 
to thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people and 
discern between good and evil. For who shall be able to judge 
this people, thy people which is so numerous ?” And the word 
was pleasing to the Lord that Solomon had asked such a thing. 

And the Lord said to Solomon, “Because thou hast asked this 
thing and hast not asked for thyself long life or riches, nor the 
lives of thy enemies, but hast asked for thyself wisdom to dis- 
cern judgment, behold, I have done for thee according to thy 
words, and have given thee a wise and understanding heart, 
insomuch that there hath been no one like thee before thee, nor 
shall arise after thee. 

“Yea and the things also which thou didst not ask, I have 
given thee, to wit, riches and glory, so that no one hath been like 
thee among the kings in all days heretofore. And if thou wilt 
walk in my ways and keep my precepts and my commandments 
as thy father walked, I will lengthen thy days.” 

And Solomon awaked, and perceived that it was a dream: 
and when he was come to Jerusalem, he stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord and offered holocausts, and sacrificed 
victims of peace offerings, and made a great feast for all his 
servants. 


32. ELIAS THE THESBITE 


( ND Elias the Thesbite of the inhabitants of Galaad said to 

Achab, “As the Lord liveth the God of Israel, in whose 
sight I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years but 
according to the words of my mouth.” And the word of the 
Lord came to him, saying, “Get thee hence, and go towards the 
east and hide thyself by the torrent of Carith which is over 
against the Jordan, and there thou shalt drink of the torrent, 
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.” 
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So he went and did according to the word of the Lord: and 
going, he dwelt by the torrent Carith which is over against the 
Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and Mesh in the 
morning, and bread and flesh in the evening, and he drank of 
the torrent. 

But after some time the torrent was dried up, for it had not 
rained upon the earth. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, “Arise, and go to Sarephta of the Sidonians, and dwell 
there, for I have commanded a widow woman there to feed thee.” 

He arose, and went to Sarephta. And when he was come to 
the gate of the city, he saw the widow woman gathering sticks, 
and he called her, and said to her, “Give me a little water in a 
vessel that I may drink.” And when she was going to fetch 
it, he called after her, saying, “Bring me also, I beseech thee, a 
morsel of bread in thy hand.” And she answered, “As the 
Lord thy God liveth, I have no bread but only a handful of 
meal in a pot and a little oil in a cruse: behold I am gathering 
two sticks that I may go in and dress it for me and my son 
that we may eat it and die.” 

And Elias said to her, “Fear not, but go and do as thou hast 
said : but first make for me of the same meal a little hearth cake 
and bring it to me; and after make for thyself and thy son. 
For thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, ‘The pot of meal 
shall not waste, nor the cruse of oil be diminished until the day 
wherein the Lord will give rain upon the face of the earth, ” 
She went and did according to the word of Elias ; and he ate 
and she and her house. And from that day the pot of meal 
wasted not and the cruse of oil was not diminished, according 
to the word of the Lord which he spoke in the hand of Elias. 

And it came to pass after this that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, fell sick, and the sickness was very 
grievous so that there was no breath left in him. And she said 
to Elias, “What have I to do with thee, thou man of God? 
art thou come to me that my iniquities should be remembered, 
and that thou shouldst kill my son?” 
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And Elias said to her, “Give me thy son.” And he took him 
out of her bosom, and carried him into the upper chamber where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried to the 
Lord, and said, “O Lord my God, hast thou afflicted also the 
widow with whom I am after a sort maintained so as’ to kill 
her son?” And he stretched and measured himself upon the 
child three times, and cried to the Lord and said, “O Lord my 
God, let the soul of this child, I beseech thee, return into his 
body.” And the Lord heard the voice of Elias; and the soul of 
the child returned into him, and he revived. 

And Elias took the child, and brought him down from the 
upper chamber to the house below, and delivered him to his 
mother, and said to her, “Behold thy son liveth.” And the 
woman said to Elias, “Now, by this I know that thou art a 
man of God, and the word of the Lord in thy mouth is true.” 


33. ESTHER 


N the days of Assuerus, who reigned from India to Ethiopia 
over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces, when he sat 
on the throne of his kingdom, the city Susan was the capital 
of his kingdom. Now in the third year of his reign he made a 
great feast for all the princes and for his servants, for the 
most mighty of the Persians, and the nobles of the Medes, and 
the governors of the provinces in his sight, that he might shew 
the riches of the glory of his kingdom and the greatness, and 
boasting of his power for a long time, to wit, for a hundred and 
fourscore days. 

And when the days of the feast were expired, he invited all 
the people that were found in Susan from the greatest to the 
least, and commanded a feast to be made seven days in the 
court of the garden and of the wood, which was planted by the 
care and the hand of the king. And there were hung up on 
every side sky coloured, and green, and violet hangings, fas- 
tened with cords of silk and of purple, which were put into 
rings of ivory, and were held up with marble pillars. 
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The beds also were of g d and silver, placed in order upon 
a floor paved with porphyry and white marble, which was em- 
bellished with painting of wonderful variety. And they that 
were invited drank in golden cups, and the meats were brought 
in divers vessels one after another. Wine also in abundance 
and of the best was presented, as was worthy of a king’s mag- 
nificence. Neither was there anyone to compel them to drink 
that were not willing, but as the king had appointed, who set 
over every table one of his nobles, that every man might take 
what he would. Also Vasthi the queen made a feast for the 
women in the palace where king Assuerus was used to dwell. 

Now on the seventh day when the king was merry, and after 
very much drinking was well warmed with wine, he commanded 
... the seven... that served in his presence to bring in 
queen Vasthi before the king with the crown set upon her head 
to show her beauty to all the people and the princes, for she 
was exceeding beautiful. But she refused and would not come 
at the king’s commandment. . . . Whereupon the king being 
angry and inflamed with a very great fury, asked the wise men 
who, according to the custom of the kings, were always near his 
person, and all he did was by their counsel, who knew the laws 
and judgments of their forefathers, . . . what sentence ought 
to pass upon Vasthi the queen who had refused to obey the 
commandment of king Assuerus which he had sent to her. . . . 

And Mamuchan answered in the hearing of the king and the 
princes: “Queen Vasthi hath not only injured the king but also 
all the people and princes that are in all the provinces of king 
Assuerus. For this deed of the queen will go abroad to all 
women, so that they will despise their husbands, and will say, 
‘King Assuerus commanded that queen Vasthi should come in 
to him, and she would not.’ 

“And by this example all the wives of the princes of the Per- 
sians and the Medes will slight the commandments of their 
husbands: wherefore the king’s indignation is just. If it please 
thee, let an edict go out from thy presence, and let it be written 
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according to the law of the Persians and of the Medes, which 
must not be altered, that Vasthi come in no more to the king, 
but another that is better than her, be made queen in her place. 
And let this be published through all the provinces of thy em- 
pire (which is very wide), and let all wives, as well of the 
greater as of the lesser, give honour to their husbands.” 

His counsel pleased the king and the princes, and the king 
did according to the counsel of Mamuchan. And he sent let- 
ters to all the provinces of his kingdom, as every nation could 
hear and read, in divers languages and characters, that the hus- 
bands should be rulers and masters in their houses, and that this 
should be published to every people. 

After this when the wrath of king Assuerus was appeased, 
he remembered Vasthi and what she had done and what she had 
suffered. And the king’s servants and his officers said, “Let 
young women be sought for the king, virgins and beautiful. 
And let some persons be sent through all the provinces to look 
for beautiful maidens and virgins; and let them bring them to 
the city of Susan, and put them into the house of the women 
under the hand of Egeus, . . . who is the overseer and keeper 
of the king’s women: and let them receive women’s ornaments, 
and other things necessary for their use. And whosoever 
among them all shall please the king’s eyes, let her be queen 
instead of Vasthi.” The word pleased the king, and he com- 
manded it should be done as they had suggested. 

There was a man in the city of Susan, a Jew, named Mar- 
dochai, the son of Jair, the son of Semei, the son of Cis, of 
the race of Jemini, who had been carried away from Jerusa- 
lem at the time that Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon carried 
away Jechonias king of Juda. And he had brought up his 
brother’s daughter Edissa, who by another name was called 
Esther. Now she had lost both her parents, and was exceed- 
ing fair and beautiful. And her father and mother being dead, 
Mardochai adopted her for his daughter. 

And when the king’s ordinance was noised abroad, and 
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according to his commandment many beautiful virgins were 
brought to Susan and were delivered to Egeus, . . . Esther 
also among the rest of the maidens was delivered tg him to be 
kept in the number of the women. And she pleased him and 
found favour in his sight. 

And he commanded .. . to hasten the women’s ornaments 
and to deliver to her her part, and seven of the most beautiful 
maidens of the king’s house, and to adorn and deck out both 
her and her waiting maids. And she would not tell him her 
people nor her country, for Mardochai had charged her to say 
nothing at all of that. And he walked every day before the 
court of the house in which the chosen virgins were kept, hav- 
ing a care for Esther’s welfare, and desiring to know what 
would ‘befall her. .°.>, 

And as the time came orderly about, the day was at hand 
when Esther, the daughter of Abihail, the brother of Mardo- 
chai, whom he had adopted for his daughter, was to go in to 
the king. But she sought not women’s ornaments, but what- 
soever Egeus . .. the keeper of the virgins had a mind, he 
gave her to adorn her, for she was exceeding fair and her 
incredible beauty made her appear agreeable and amiable in the 
eyes of all. 

. .. And the king loved her more than all the women, and 
she had favour and kindness before him above all the women, 
and he set the royal crown on her head, and made her queen 
instead of Vasthi. And he commanded a magnificent feast to 
be prepared for all the princes, and for his servants, for the 
marriage and wedding of Esther. And he gave rest to all the 
provinces, and bestowed gifts according to princely magnifi- 
cence. 

And when the virgins were sought the second time and gath- 
ered together, Mardochai stayed at the king’s gate. Neither 
had Esther as yet declared her country and people according to 
his commandment. For whatsoever he commanded, Esther ob- 
served, and she did all things in the same manner as she was 
wont at that time when he brought her up a little one. 


¢ 
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At that time, therefore, when Mardochai abode at the king’s 
gate, Bagathan and Thares ... who were porters and pre- 
sided in the first entry of the palace, were angry, and they de- 
signed to rise up against the king and to kill him. And Mar- 
dochai had notice of it, and immediately he told it to queen 
Esther, and she to the king in Mardochai’s name, who had 
reported the thing unto her. It was inquired into and found 


out, and they were both hanged on a gibbet. And it was put - 


in the histories, and recorded in the chronicles before the king. 

After these things king Assuerus advanced Aman, the son 
of Amadathi, who was of the race of Agag: and he set his 
throne above all the princes that were with him. And all the 
king’s servants that were at the doors of the palace, bent their 
knees and worshipped Aman, for so the emperor had com- 
manded them, only Mardochai did not bend his knee nor wor- 
ship him. And the king’s servants that were chief at the doors 
of the palace, said to him, “Why dost thou alone not observe 
the king’s commandment?” And when they were saying this 
often, and he would not hearken to them, they told Aman, de- 
_sirous to know whether he would continue in his resolution, for 
he had told them that he was a Jew. 

Now when Aman had heard this and had proved by experi- 
ence that Mardochai did not bend his knee to him nor worship 
him, he was exceeding angry. And he counted it nothing to 
lay his hands upon Mardochai alone, for he had heard that he 
was of the nation of the Jews, and he chose rather to destroy 
all the nation of the Jews that were in the kingdom of Assuerus. 

In the first month (which is called Nisan), in the twelfth year 
of the reign of Assuerus, the lot was cast into an urn, which 
in Hebrew is called Phur, before Aman, on what day and what 
month the nation of the Jews should be destroyed; and there 
came out the twelfth month which is called Adar. And Aman 
said to king Assuerus, “There is a people scattered through 
all the provinces of thy kingdom, and separated one from an- 
other, that use new laws and ceremonies, and moreover despise 


Aman’s 
Plot 


Esther 
Petitions 
the 

King 


118 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


the king’s ordinances: and thou knowest very well that it is 
not expedient for thy kingdom that they should grow insolent 
by impunity. If it please thee, decree that they may be de- 
stroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents to thy treasurers.” 

And the king took the ring that he used from his own hand 
and gave it to Aman, the son of Amadathi of the race of Agag, 
the enemy of the Jews. And he said to him, “As to the money 
which thou promisest, keep it for thyself; and as to the people, 
do with them as seemeth good to thee.” 

And the king’s scribes were called in the first month Nisan, 
on the thirteenth day of the same month: and they wrote as 
Aman had commanded to all the king’s lieutenants, and to the 
judges of the provinces and of divers nations, as every nation 
could read and hear according to their different languages, in 
the name of king Assuerus: and the letters, sealed with his 
ring, were sent by the king’s messengers to all provinces, to 
kill and destroy all the Jews, both young and old, little children, 
and women, in one day, that is, on the thirteenth of the twelfth 
month, which is called Adar, and to make a spoil of their goods. 

And the contents of the letters were to this effect, that all 
provinces might know and be ready against that day. The 
couriers that were sent made haste to fulfil the king’s command- 
ment. And immediately the edict was hung up in Susan, the 
king and Aman feasting together, and all the Jews that were in 
the city weeping. 

Now when Mardochai had heard these things, he rent his 
garments and put on sackcloth, strewing ashes on his head, and 
he cried with a loud voice in the street in the midst of the city, 
shewing the anguish of his mind. And he came lamenting in 
this manner even to the gate of the palace, for no one clothed 
with sackcloth might enter the king’s court. And in all the 
provinces, towns and places to which the king’s cruel edict was 
come, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, 
wailing, and weeping, many using sackcloth and ashes for their 
bed. 
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Then Esther’s maids . . . went in and told her. And when 
she heard it she was in a consternation; and she sent a garment 
to clothe him, and to take away the sackcloth: but he would not 
receive it. And she called for Athach . . . whom the king had 
appointed to attend upon her, and she commanded him to go 
to Mardochai and learn of him why he did this. And Athach 
going out went to Mardochai who was standing in the street 
of the city before the palace gate. 

And Mardochai told him all that had happened, how Aman 
had promised to pay money into the king’s treasures to have 
the Jews destroyed. He gave him also a copy of the edict 
which was hanging up in Susan that he should shew it to the 
queen and admonish her to go in to the king and to entreat him 
for her people. And Athach went back and told Esther all that 
Mardochai had said. 

She answered him and bade him say to Mardochai, “All the 
king’s servants and all the provinces that are under his dominion 
know that whosoever, whether man or woman, cometh into the 
king’s inner court, who is not called for, is immediately to be 
put to death without any delay, except the king shall hold out 
the golden sceptre to him in token of clemency that so he may 
live. How then can I go in to the king who for these thirty 
days now have not been called unto him?” 

And when Mardochai had heard this, he sent word to Esther 
again, saying, “Think not that thou mayst save thy life only 
because thou art in the king’s house, more than all the Jews; 
for if thou wilt now hold thy peace, the Jews shall be delivered 
by some other occasion, and thou and thy father’s house shall 
perish. And who knoweth whether thou art not therefore come 
to the kingdom that thou mightest be ready in such a time as 
this?” 

And again Esther sent to Mardochai in these words, “Go, and 
gather together all the Jews whom thou shalt find in Susan, 
and pray ye for me. Neither eat nor drink for three days and 
three nights, and I with my handmaids will fast in like manner, 
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and then I will go in to the king against the law, not being 
called, and expose myself to death and to danger.” So Mar- 
dochai went, and did all that Esther had commanded him. 

And on the third day Esther put on her royal apparel and 
stood in the inner court of the king’s house over against the 
king’s hall: now he sat upon his throne in the hall of the palace 
over against the door of the house. And when he saw Esther 
the queen standing, she pleased his eyes, and he held out to- 
ward her the golden sceptre which he held in his hand: and 
she drew near, and kissed the top of his sceptre. 

And the king said to her, “What wilt thou, queen Esther? 
what is thy request? if thou shouldst even ask one-half of the 
kingdom, it shall be given to thee.” But she answered, “If it 
please the king, I beseech thee to come to me this day, and 
Aman with thee to the banquet which I have prepared.” And 
the king said forthwith, “Call ye Aman quickly that he may 
obey Esther’s will.” 

So the king and Aman came to the banquet which the queen 
had prepared for them. And the king said to her after he had 
drunk wine plentifully, “What dost thou desire should be given 
thee? and for what thing askest thou? although thou shouldst 
ask the half of my kingdom, thou shalt have it.” And Esther 
answered, “My petition and request is this: if I have found 
favour in the king’s sight, and if it please the king to give me 
what I ask and to fulfil my petition, let the king and Aman 
come to the banquet which I have prepared them, and to morrow 
I will open my mind to the king.” 

So Aman went out that day joyful and merry. And when 
he saw Mardochai sitting before the gate of the palace, and 
that he not only did not rise up to honour him, but did not so 
much as move from the place where he sat, he was exceedingly 
angry. 

But dissembling his anger and returning into his house, he 
called together to him his friends and Zares his wife: and he 
declared to them the greatness of his riches and the multitude 
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of his children, and with how great glory the king had ad- 
vanced him above all his princes and servants. And after this 
he said, “Queen Esther also hath invited no other to the ban- 
quet with the king, but me: and with her I am also to dine 
to morrow with the king. And whereas I have all these things, 
I think I have nothing so long as I see Mardochai the Jew sit- 
ting before the king’s gate.” 

Then Zares, his wife, and the rest of his friends answered 
him, “Order a great beam to be prepared, fifty cubits high, and 
in the morning speak to the king that Mardochai may be 
hanged upon it, and so thou shalt go full of joy with the king 
to the banquet.” The counsel pleased him, and he commanded 
a high gibbet to be prepared. 

That night the king passed without sleep, and he commanded 
the histories and chronicles of former times to be brought him. 
And when they were reading them before him, they came to 
that place where it was written how Mardochai had discovered 
the treason of Bagathan and Thares ... who sought to kill 
king Assuerus. And when the king heard this, he said, “What 
honour and reward hath Mardochai received for this fidelity ?” 

His servants and ministers said to him, “He hath received 
no reward at all.” And the king said immediately, “Who is in 
the court?” for Aman was coming in to the inner court of the 
king’s house to speak to the king that he might order Mardochai 
to be hanged upon the gibbet which was prepared for him. The 
servants answered, “Aman: standeth in the court.” And the 
king said, “Let him come in.” 

And when he was come in, he said to him, ‘‘What ought to 
be done to the man whom the king is desirous to honour?” 
But Aman thinking in his heart, and supposing that the king 
would honour no other but himself, answered, “The man whom 
the king desireth to honour ought to be clothed with the king’s 
apparel, and to be set upon the horse that the king rideth upon, 
and to have the royal crown upon his head, and let the first of 
the king’s princes and nobles hold his horse, and going through 
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the street of the city, proclaim before him and say, “Thus shall 
he be honoured whom the king hath a mind to honour.’ ” 

And the king said to him, “Make haste and take the robe and 
the horse, and do as thou hast spoken to Mardochai the Jew, 
who sitteth before the gates of the palace. Beware thou pass 
over any of those things which thou hast spoken.” So Aman 
took the robe and the horse, and arraying Mardochai in the 
street of the city, and setting him on the horse, went before 
him, and proclaimed, “This honour is he worthy of, whom the 
king hath a mind to honour.” 

But Mardochai returned to the palace gate, and Aman made 
haste to go to his house, mourning and having his head covered. 
And he told Zares his wife, and his friends, all that had be- 
fallen him. And the wise men whom he had in counsel, and 
his wife answered him, “If Mardochai be of the seed of the 
Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou canst not re- 
gist him, but thou shalt fall in his sight.’ As they were yet 
speaking, the king’s eunuchs came and compelled him to go 
quickly to the banquet which the queen had prepared. 

So the king and Aman went in to drink with the queen. And 
the king said to her again the second day, after he was warm 
with wine, ‘““What is thy petition, Esther, that it may be granted 
thee? and what wilt thou have done: although thou ask the half 
of my kingdom, thou shalt have it.” 

Then she answered, “If I have found favour in thy sight, 
O king, and if it please thee, give me my life for which I ask, 
and my people for which I request. For we are given up, I 
and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. And 
would God we were sold for bondmen and bondwomen: the 
evil might be borne with, and I would have mourned in silence: 
but now we have an enemy whose cruelty redoundeth upon the 
king.” 

And king Assuerus answered and said, “Who is this and of 
what power that he should do these things?” And Esther said, 
“Tt is this Aman that is our adversary and most wicked enemy.” 
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Aman hearing this was forthwith astonished, not being able to 
bear the countenance of the king and of the queen. But the 
king being angry rose up and went from the place of the ban- 
quet into the garden set with trees. Aman also rose up to 
entreat Esther the queen for his life, for he understood that 
evil was prepared for him by the king. 

And when the king came back out of the garden set with 
trees, and entered into the place of the banquet, . . . Harbona, 
one .. . that stood waiting on the king, said, “Behold the gib- 
bet which he hath prepared for Mardochai who spoke for the 
king, standeth in Aman’s house, being fifty cubits high.” And 
the king said to him, “Hang him upon it.’ So Aman was 
hanged on the gibbet which he had prepared for Mardochai; 
and the king’s wrath ceased. 

On that day king Assuerus gave the house of Aman, the 
Jews’ enemy, to queen Esther, and Mardochai came in before 
the king, for Esther had confessed to him that he was her 
uncle. And the king took the ring which he had commanded 
to be taken again from Aman, and gave it to Mardochai. And 
Esther set Mardochai over her house. 

And not content with these things, she fell down at the king’s 
feet and wept, and speaking to him besought him that he would 
give orders that the malice of Aman the Agagite and his most 
wicked devices which he had invented against the Jews, should 
be of no effect. But he, as the manner was, held out the golden 
sceptre with his hand, which was the sign of clemency, and she 
arose up and stood before him, and said, “If it please the king, 
and if I have found favour in his sight, and my request be not 
disagreeable to him, I beseech thee that the former letters of 
Aman the traitor and enemy of the Jews, by which he com- 
manded that they should be destroyed in all the king’s prov- 
inces, may be reversed by new letters. For how can I endure 
the murdering and slaughter of my people?” 

And king Assuerus answered Esther the queen and Mardo- 
chai the Jew, “I have given Aman’s house to Esther, and I have 
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commanded him to be hanged on a gibbet because he durst lay 
hands on the Jews. Write ye, therefore, to the Jews, as it 
pleaseth you, in the king’s name, and seal the letters with my 
ring.” For this was the custom that no man durst gainsay the 
letters which were sent in the king’s name and were sealed with 
his ring. 

Then the king’s scribes and secretaries were called for (now 
it was the time of the third month which is called Siban), the 
three and twentieth day of the month, and letters were written 
as Mardochai had a mind, to the Jews, and to the governors, 
and to the deputies, and to the judges, who were rulers over 
the hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India even to 
Ethiopia: to province and province, to people and people, ac- 
cording to their languages and. characters, and to the Jews, 
according as they could read and hear. And these letters which 
were sent in the king’s name, were sealed with his ring, and sent 
by posts who were to run through all the provinces to prevent 
the former letters with new messages. 


34. JOB 


There was a man in the land of Hus whose name was Job, 
and that man was simple and upright and fearing God and 
avoiding evil. And there were born to him seven sons and 
three daughters. And his possession was seven thousand sheep, 
and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and 
five hundred she asses, and a family exceeding great: and this 
man was great among all the people of the east. 

And his sons went and made a feast by houses, every one in 
his day. And sending they called their three sisters to eat and 
drink with them. And when the days of their feasting were 
gone about, Job sent to them and sanctified them: and rising 
up early offered holocausts for every one of them, for he said, 
“Lest perhaps my sons have sinned and have blessed God in 
their hearts.” So did Job all days. 
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Now on a certain day when the sons of God came to stand 
before the Lord, Satan also was present among them. And the 
Lord said to him, “Whence comest thou?” And he answered 
and said, “I have gone round about the earth and walked 
through it.” And the Lord said to him, “Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
simple and upright man, and fearing God and avoiding evil?” 

And Satan answering said, “Doth Job fear God in vain? 
Hast thou not made a fence for him, and his house, and all his 
substance round about, blessed the works of his hands, and his 
possession hath increased on the earth? But stretch forth thy 
hand a little, and touch all that he hath and see if he blesseth 
thee not to thy face.” Then the Lord said to Satan, “Behold 
all that he hath is in thy hand; only put not forth thy hand 
upon his person.” And Satan went forth from the presence of 
the Lord. 

Now upon a certain day when his sons and daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in the house of their eldest brother, 
there came a messenger to Job, and said, “The oxen were 
ploughing, and the asses feeding beside them, and the Sabeans 
rushed in and took all away, and slew the servants with the 
sword, and I alone have escaped to tell thee.” And while he 
was yet speaking, another came and said, “The fire of God fell 
from heaven, and striking the sheep and the servants, hath con- 
sumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell thee.” 

And while he also was yet speaking, there came another, and 
said, “The Chaldeans made three troops, and have fallen upon 
the camels and taken them; moreover they have slain the serv- 
ants with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell thee.” He 
was yet speaking, and behold another came in, and said, “Thy 
sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the house 
of their elder brother: a violent wind came on a sudden from 
the side of the desert and shook the four corners of the house, 
and it fell upon thy children, and they are dead, and I alone 
have escaped to tell thee.” 
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Then Job rose up and rent his garments, and having shaven 
his head, fell down upon the ground and worshipped, and said, 
. . . The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: as it hath 
pleased the Lord so is it done: blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” In all these things Job sinned not by his lips, nor spoke 
he any foolish thing against God. 

And it came to pass when on a certain day the sons of God 
came and stood before the Lord, and Satan came among them 
and stood in his sight, that the Lord said to Satan, ““Whence 
comest thou?’ And he answered, and said, “I have gone around 
the earth and walked through it.” 

And the Lord said to Satan, “Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a man 
simple and upright and fearing God and avoiding evil and still 
keeping his innocence? But thou hast moved me against him 
that I should afflict him without cause.” And Satan answered 
and said, “Skin for skin, and all that a man hath he will give for 
his life: but put forth thy hand, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and then thou shalt see that he will bless thee to thy face.” 
And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold he is in thy hand, but 
yet save his life.” 

So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord, and 
struck Job with a very grievous ulcer, from the sole of the foot 
even to the top of his head, and he took a potsherd and scraped 
the corrupt matter, sitting on a dunghill. And his wife said to 
him, “Dost thou still continue in thy simplicity? bless God and 
die.” And he said to her, “Thou hast spoken like one of the 
foolish women: if we have received good things at the hand of 
God, why should we not receive evil?” In all these things Job 
did not sin with his lips. 

Now when Job’s three friends heard all the evil that had be- 
fallen him, they came every one from his own place, Eliphaz 
the Themanite, and Baldad the Suhite, and Sophar the Naama- 
thite. For they had made an appointment to come together and 
visit him and comfort him. And when they had lifted up their 
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eyes afar off, they knew him not, and crying out they wept, and 
rending their garments, they sprinkled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven. And they sat with him on the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and no man spoke to him a word, for 
they saw that his grief was very great. 

Then Job answered, and said: 


“How long do you afflict my soul, Job 
3 3 é Reproves 
And break me in pieces with words? His 
Behold, these ten times you confound me, Friends 


And are not ashamed to oppress me. 
For if I have been ignorant, 
My ignorance shall be with me. 
But you set yourselves up against me, 
And reprove me with my reproaches. 


“At least now understand 
That God hath not afflicted me with an equal judgment, 
And compassed me with his scourges. 
Behold, I shall cry, suffering violence, 
And no one will hear. 
I shall cry aloud, 
And there is none to judge. 


“He hath hedged in my path round about, 
And I cannot pass, 
And in my way he hath set darkness. 

He hath stripped me of my glory, 
And hath taken the crown from my head. 


“He hath destroyed me on every side, 
And I am lost; 
And he hath taken away my hope, 
As from a tree that is plucked up. 
His wrath is kindled against me, 
And he hath counted me as his enemy. 
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“His troops have come together, 
And have made themselves a way by me, 
And have besieged my tabernacle round about. ~ 
He hath put my brethren far from me, 
And my acquaintance like strangers have departed from me. 


“My kinsmen have forsaken me, 
And they that knew me, have forgotten me. 
They that dwell in my house and my maidservants 
Have counted me as a stranger, 
And I have been like an alien in their eyes. 


“T called my servant, and he gave me no answer; 
I entreated him with my own mouth. 
My wife hath abhorred my breath, 
And I entreated the children of my womb. 
Even fools despised me, 
And when I was gone from them, 
They spoke against me... . 


“The flesh being consumed, my bone hath cleaved to my skin, 
And nothing but lips are left about my teeth. 

Have pity on me, have pity on me, 
At least you my friends, 
Because the hand of the Lord hath touched me. 


“Why do you persecute me as God, 
And glut yourselves with my flesh? 
Who will grant me that my words may be written? 
Who will grant me that they may be marked down in a book? 


“With an iron pen and in a plate of lead, 

Or else be graven with an instrument in flint stone? 
For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

And in the last day I shall rise out of the earth. 
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“And I shall be clothed again with my skin, 

And in my flesh I shall see my God 

Whom I myself shall see, 

And my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
This my hope is laid up in my bosom. 


“Why then do you say now, 
‘Let us persecute him, 
And let us find occasion of word against him?’ 
Flee then from the face of the sword, 
For the sword is the revenger of iniquities: 
And know ye that there is a judgment.” 


Then the Lord answered Job out of a whirlwind, and said: God 
Answers 


ob 
“Who is this that wrappeth up sentences in unskilful words? : 


Gird up thy loins like a man: I will ask thee, and answer thou me. 


‘Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Tell me, if thou hast understanding. 


“Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? 
Or who hath stretched the line upon it? 
Upon what are its bases grounded ? 
Or who laid the cornerstone thereof? 
When the morning stars praised me together 
And all the sons of God made a joyful melody? 
Who shut up the sea with doors, 
When it broke forth as issuing out of the womb: 
When I made a cloud the garment thereof, 
And wrapped it in a mist as in swaddling bands? 


“I set my bounds around it, 
And made it bars and doors. 

And I said: hitherto thou shalt come, 
And shalt go no further, 
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“And here thou shalt break thy swelling waves. 
Didst thou since thy birth command the morning, 
And shew the dawning of the day its place? x 
And didst thou hold the extremities of the earth shaking them, 
And hast thou shaken the ungodly out of it? 
The seal shall be restored as clay, 
And shall stand as a garment. 
From the wicked their light shall be taken away, 
And the high arm shall be broken. 


“Hast thou entered into the depths of the sea, 
And walked in the lowest parts of the deep? 

Have the gates of death been opened to thee, 
And hast thou seen the darksome doors? 

Hast thou considered the breadth of the earth? 


“Tell me, if thou knowest all things? 

Where is the way where light dwelleth, 
And where is the place of darkness 
That thou mayest bring every thing to its own bounds, 
And understand the paths of the house thereof. 


“Didst thou know then that thou shouldst be born? 
And didst thou know the number of thy days? 

Hast thou entered into the storehouses of the snow, 
Or hast thou beheld the treasures of the hail, 
Which I have prepared for the time of the enemy, 
Against the day of battle and war? 


“By what way is the light spread, 
And heat divided upon the earth? 
Who gave a course to violent showers, 
Or a way for noisy thunder, 
That it should rain on the earth without man in the wilderness 
where no mortal dwelleth: 
That it should fill the desert and desolate land, 
And should bring forth green grass? 
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“Who is the father of rain? 
Or who begot the drops of dew? 
Out of whose womb came the ice; 


And the frost from heaven, 
Who hath gendered it? 


“The waters are hardened like a stone, 
And the surface of the deep is congealed. 
Shalt thou be able to join together the shining stars the Pleiades, 
Or canst thou stop the turning about of Arcturus? 
Canst thou bring forth the day star in its time, 
And make the evening star to rise upon the children of the 
earth? 


“Dost thou know the order of heaven, 

And canst thou set down the reason thereof on the earth? 
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, 

That an abundance of waters may cover thee? 
Canst thou send lightnings, and will they go, 

And will they return and say to thee: Here we are? 


“Who hath put wisdom in the heart of man? 
Or who gave the cock understanding? 
Who can declare the order of the heavens, 
Or who can make the harmony of heaven to sleep? 
When was the dust poured on the earth, 
And the clods fastened together ? 
Wilt thou take the prey for the lioness, 
And satisfy the appetite of her whelps 
When they couch in the dens and lie in wait in holes?” 


Then Job answered the Lord, and said, “I know that thou 
canst do all things, and no thought is hid from thee. Who is 
this that hideth counsel without knowledge? Therefore I have 
spoken unwisely, and things that above measure exceeded my 


The 
Blessing 
of Job 
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knowledge. Hear, and I will speak: I will ask thee, and do 
thou tell me. With the hearing of the ear I have heard thee, 
but now my eye seeth thee. Therefore I reprehend myself, and 
do penance in dust and ashes.” 

And after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, he said 
to Eliphaz the Themanite: “My wrath is kindled against thee 
and against thy two friends because you have not spoken the 
thing that is right before me, as my servant Job hath. Take 
unto you, therefore, seven oxen and seven rams, and go to my 
servant Job, and offer for yourselves a holocaust: and my 
servant Job shall pray for you: his face I will accept, that folly 
be not imputed to you; for you have not spoken right things 
before me, as my servant Job hath.” So Eliphaz the Themanite, 
and Baldad the Suhite, and Sophar the Naamathite, went and 
did as the Lord had spoken to them, and the Lord accepted the 
face of Job. 

The Lord also was turned at the penance of Job when he ~ 
prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job twice as much 
as he had before. And all his brethren came to him, and all his 
sisters, and all that knew him before, and they ate bread with 
him in his house; and bemoaned him, and comforted him upon 
all the evil that God had brought upon him. And every man 
gave him one ewe and one earring of gold. 

And the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his be- 
ginning. And he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thou- 
sand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she 
asses. And he had seven sons and three daughters. And he 
called the name of one Dies, and the name of the second Cassia, 
and the name of the third Cornustibii. And there were not 
found in all the earth women so beautiful as the daughters of 
Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their breth- 
ren. And Job lived after these things a hundred and forty 
years, and he saw his children and his children’s children unto 
the fourth generation, and he died an old man, and full of days. 
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35. PSALM 1 
The Just Man and the Wicked. 


LESSED is the man who hath not walked in the counsel 
of the ungodly, 


Nor stood in the way of sinners, 
Nor sat in the chair of pestilence. 
But his will is in the law of the Lord, 
And on his law he shall meditate day and night. 
And he shall be like a tree which is planted near the running 
waters, 
Which shall bring forth its fruit in due season. 
And his leaf shall not fall off : 
And all whatsoever he shall do shall prosper. 


Not so the wicked, not so: 
But like the dust, which the wind driveth from the face of the 
earth. 
Therefore the wicked shall not rise again in judgment; 
Nor sinners in the council of the just. 
For the Lord knoweth the way of the just: 
And the way of the wicked shall perish. 


36. PSALM 8 


God is wonderful in all his works, especially in his goodness 
to Man. 


LORD our Lord, 
How admirable is thy name in the whole earth! 
For thy magnificence is elevated above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of infants and of sucklings thou hast 
perfected praise, 
Because of thy enemies, 
That thou mayst destroy the enemy and the avenger. 
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For I will behold thy heavens, the works of thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars which thou hast founded. 
What is man that thou art mindful of him? 
Or the son of man that thou visitest him? 


Thou hast made him a little less than the angels, 
Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour 

And hast set him over the works of thy hands. 
Thou hast subjected all things under his feet: 


All sheep and oxen: 
Moreover the beasts also of the fields. 
The birds of the air, 
And the fishes of the sea, that pass through the paths of 
the sea. 
O Lord our Lord, 
How admirable is thy name in all the earth! 


37. PSALM 14 


Those who shall dwell in Heaven. 


ORD, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle? 
Or who shall rest in thy holy hill? 


He that walketh without blemish and worketh justice; 
He that speaketh truth in his heart, 
Who hath not used deceit in his tongue ; 
_ Nor hath done evil to his neighbour, 
Nor taken up a reproach against his neighbours. 


In his sight the malignant is brought to nothing: 
But he glorifieth them that fear the Lord. 

He that sweareth to his neighbour, and deceiveth not ; 
He that hath not put out his money to usury, 
Nor taken bribes against the innocent. 

He that doth these things shall not be moved for ever. 
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38. PSALM 18 


The works of God shew forth his glory: his law ts to be 
.greatly loved. 


HE heavens shew forth the glory of God, 
And the firmament declareth the work of his hands. 
Day to day uttereth speech, 
And night to night sheweth knowledge. 
There are no speeches nor languages, 
Where their voices are not heard. 


Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth: 
And their words unto the ends of the world. 
He hath set his tabernacle in the sun: 
And he, as a bridegroom coming out of his bride chamber, 
Hath rejoiced as a giant to run the way. 
His going out is from the end of heaven, 
And his circuit even to the end thereof: 
And there is no one that can hide himself from his heat. 


The law of the Lord is unspotted, converting souls: 
The testimony of the Lord is faithful, giving wisdom to little 
ones. 
The justices of the Lord are right, rejoicing hearts: 
The commandment of the Lord is lightsome, enlightening the 
eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is holy, enduring for ever and ever: 
The judgments of the Lord are true, justified in themselves. 
More to be desired than gold and many precious stones: 
And sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 


For thy servant keepeth them, 
And in keeping them there is a great reward. 
Who can understand sins? 
From my secret ones cleanse me, O Lord: 
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‘And from those of others spare thy servant. 
If they shall have no dominion over me, 

Then shall I be without spot : > 
And I shall be cleansed from the greatest sin. 


And the words of my mouth shall be such as may please: 
And the meditation of my heart always in thy sight. 


O Lord, my helper, and my redeemer. 


39. PSALM 22 
God’s benefits to the faithful soul. 


HE Lord ruleth me: 
And I shall want nothing. 


He hath set me in a place of pasture. 

He hath brought me up on the water of refreshment : 

He hath converted my soul. 

He hath led me on the paths of justice for his own name’s 
sake, 


For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evils, for thou art with me. 
Thy rod and thy staff, they have comforted me. 


Thou hast prepared a table before me against them that 
afflict me. 

Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 

And my chalice which inebriateth me, how goodly is it! 


And thy mercy will follow me all the days of my life; 
And that I may dwell in the house of the Lord unto length 
of days. 


, 
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40. PSALM 23 
Those who shall ascend to Heaven: Christ’s entrance there. 


m TIE earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof ; 
The world, and all they that dwell therein. 
For he hath founded it upon the seas; 
And hath prepared it upon the rivers. 


Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord: 
Or who shall stand in his holy place? 

The innocent in hands, and clean of heart, 
Who hath not taken his soul in vain, 
Nor sworn deceitfully to his neighbour. 


He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 
And mercy from God his Saviour. 
This is the generation of them that seek him, 
Of them that seek the face of the God of Jacob. 


Lift up your gates, O ye princes, 

And be ye lifted’ up, O eternal gates: 
And the King of Glory shall enter in. 

Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord who is strong and mighty: 
The Lord mighty in battle. 


Lift up your gates, O ye princes, 

And be ye lifted up, O eternal gates: 
And the King of Glory shall enter in. 

Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord of hosts, J 
He is the King of Glory. 
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41. PSALM 50 


“ 
A prayer for forgiveness. 
AVE mercy on me, O God, according to thy great merc 
And according to the multitude of thy tender merci 
blot out my iniquity. 
Wash me yet more from my iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my iniquity, 
And my sin is always before me. 
To thee only have I sinned, 
And have done evil before thee: 
That thou mayst be justified in thy words, 
And mayst overcome when thou art judged. 


For behold I was conceived in iniquities ; 
And in sins did my mother conceive me. 
For behold thou hast loved truth; 
The uncertain and hidden things of thy wisdom thou ha 
made manifest to me. 
Thou, shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be cleansed: 
Thou shalt wash me, and I shall-be made whiter than sno 
To my hearing thou shalt give joy and gladness; 
And the bones that have been humbled shall rejoice. 


Turn away thy face from my sins, 
And blot out all my iniquities. 
Create a clean heart in me, O God; 
And renew a right spirit within my bowels. 
Cast me not away from thy face; 
And take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, 
And strengthen me with a perfect spirit. 
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I will teach the unjust thy ways, 
And the wicked shall be converted to thee. 

Deliver me from blood, O God, thou God of my salvation: 
And my tongue shall extol thy justice. 

O Lord, thou wilt open my lips; 
And my mouth shall declare thy praise. 

For if thou hadst desired sacrifice, I would indeed have given it: 
With burnt offerings thou wilt not be delighted. 

A sacrifice to God is an afflicted spirit: 
A contrite and humbled heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 


Deal favourably, O Lord, in thy good will with Sion, 
That the walls of Jerusalem may be built up. 

Then shalt thou accept the sacrifice of justice, 
Oblations and whole burnt offerings: 

Then shall they lay calves upon thy altar. 


42. PSALM 71 
A prophecy of the coming of Christ and of his kingdom. 


&'’™. to the king thy judgment, O God, 
And to the king’s son thy justice: 
To judge thy people with justice 
And thy poor with judgment. 
Let the mountains receive peace for the people, 
. And the hills justice. 


He shall judge the poor of the people, 
And he shall save the children of the poor: 
And he shall humble the oppressor. 
And he shall continue with the sun, and before the moon, 
Throughout all generations. 
He shall come down like rain upon the fleece, 
And as showers falling gently upon the earth. 
In his days shall justice spring up, 
And abundance of peace, till the moon be taken away. 
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And he shall rule from sea to sea, 

And from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
Before him the Ethiopians shall fall down; 

And his enemies shall lick the ground. 


~ 


The kings of Tharsis and the islands shall offer presents: 
The kings of. the Arabians and of Saba shall bring gifts: 
And all kings of the earth shall adore him: 
All nations shall serve him. 
For he shall deliver the poor from the mighty, 
And the needy that had no helper. 
He shall spare the poor and needy: 
And he shall save the souls of the poor. 
He shall redeem their souls from usuries and iniquity: 
And their names shall be honourable in his sight. 


And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of 
Arabia, 
For him they shall always adore: 
They shall bless him all the day. 
And there shall be a firmament on the earth on the tops of 
mountains ; 
Above Libanus shall the fruit thereof be exalted: 
And they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the earth. 


Let his name be blessed for evermore: 

His name continueth before the sun. 
And in him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed : 
All nations shall magnify him. 


Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

Who alone doth wonderful things. 
And blessed be the name of his majesty for ever: 

And the whole earth shall be filled with his majesty. 
So be it. So be it. 
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43. PSALM 83 


The soul longs for Heaven. 


OW lovely are thy tabernacles, 

ih O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my flesh have rejoiced in the living God. 


For the sparrow hath found herself a house, 
And the turtle a nest for herself where she may lay her young 
ones : 
Thy altars, O Lord of hosts, 
My king and my God. 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, O Lord: 
They shall praise thee for ever and ever. 


Blessed is the man whose help is from thee: 
In his heart he hath disposed to ascend by steps, 
In the vale of tears, in the place which he hath set. 
For the lawgiver shall give a blessing, 
They shall go from virtue to virtue: 
The God of gods shall be seen in Sion. 


O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer: 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. 

Behold, O God our protector ; 
And look on the face of thy Christ. 

For better is one day in thy courts above thousands. 

I have chosen to be an abject in the house of my God, 
Rather than to dwell in the tabernacles of sinners. 


For God loveth mercy and truth: 

The Lord will give grace and glory. 
He will not deprive of good things them that walk in innocence: 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 


142 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


44. PSALM 103 


God’s wondrous providence. 


LESS the Lord, O my soul; 
O Lord my God, thou art exceedingly great. 
Thou hast put on praise and beauty, 
And art clothed with light as with a garment. 


Who stretchest out the heaven like a pavilion: 
Who coverest the higher rooms thereof with water. 
Who makest the clouds thy chariot: 
Who walkest upon the wings of the winds. 
Who makest thy angels spirits: 
And thy ministers a burning fire. 
Who hast founded the earth upon its own bases: 
It shall not be moved for ever and ever. 


The deep like a garment is its clothing: 
Above the mountains shall the waters stand. 

At thy rebuke they shall flee: 
At the voice of thy thunder they shall fear. 

The mountains ascend, and the plains descend into the place 
Which thou hast founded for them. 


Thou hast set a bound which they shall not pass over ; 
Neither shall they return to cover the earth. 
Thou sendest forth springs in the vales: 
Between the midst of the hills the waters shall pass. 
All the beasts of the field shall drink: 
The wild asses shall expect in their thirst, 


Over them the birds of the air shall dwell: 
From the midst of the rocks they shall give forth their voices, 
Thou waterest the hills from thy upper rooms: 


’ 
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The earth shall be filled with the fruit of thy works: 
Bringing forth grass for cattle, 
And herb for the service of men. 


That thou mayst bring bread out of the earth: 
And that wine may cheer the heart of man. 

That he may make the face cheerful with oil: 
And that bread may strengthen man’s heart. 


The trees of the field shall be filled, 

And the cedars of Libanus which he hath planted: 
There the sparrows shall make their nests. 

The highest of them is the house of the heron. 
The high hills are a refuge for the harts, 

The rock for the irchins. 


He hath made the moon for seasons: 

The sun knoweth his going down. 
Thou hast appointed darkness, and it is night: 

In it shall all the beasts of the woods go about: 
The young lions roaring after their prey, 

And seeking their meat from God. 


The sun ariseth, and they are gathered together: 
And they shall lie down in their dens. 

Man shall go forth to his work, 
And to his labour until the evening. 


How great are thy works, O Lord? 
Thou hast made all things in wisdom: 
The earth is filled with thy riches. 


So is this great sea which stretcheth wide its arms: 
There are creeping things without number : 
Creatures little and great. 
There the ships shall go. 
This sea dragon which thou hast formed to play therein. 
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All expect of thee 
That thou give them food in season. 
What thou givest to them they shall gather up: s 
When thou openest thy hand, they shall all be filled with good. 


But if thou turnest away thy face, they shall be troubled: 
Thou shalt take away their breath, and they shall fail, 
And shall return to their dust. 

Thou shalt send forth thy spirit, and they shall be created: 
And thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 


May the glory of the Lord endure for ever: 
The Lord shall rejoice in his works. 

He looketh upon the earth, and maketh it tremble: 
He toucheth the mountains, and they smoke. 


I will sing to the Lord as long as I live: 

I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. 
Let my speech be acceptable to. him: 

But I will take delight in the Lord. 
Let sinners be consumed out of the earth, 

And the unjust, so that they be no more: 


O my soul, 
Bless thou the Lord. 


45. PSALM 148 


All creatures are invited to praise their Creator. 


RAISE ye the Lord from the heavens: 
BE) Praise ye him in the high places. 
Praise ye him, all his angels: 

Praise ye him, all his hosts. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS 145 


Praise ye him, O sun and moon: 
Praise him, all ye stars and light. 

Praise him, ye heavens of heavens: 
And let all the waters that are above the heavens 
Praise the name of the Lord. 


For he spoke, and they were made: 
He commanded, and they were created. 

He hath established them for ever, and for ages of ages: | 
He hath made a decree, and it shall not pass away. 


Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons and all ye deeps: 
Fire, hail, snow, ice, stormy winds, which fulfil his word: 
Mountains and all hills, fruitful trees and all cedars: 
Beasts and all cattle, serpents and feathered fowls: 


Kings of the earth and all people: princes and all judges of the 
earth: 
Young men and maidens; let the old with the younger, 
Praise the name of the Lord: 
For his name alone is exalted. 
The praise of him is above heaven and earth: 
And he hath exalted the horn of his people. 


A hymn to all his saints: 
To the children of Israel, a people approaching to him. 
Alleluia. 


46. PSALM 150 
An exhortation to praise God with all sorts of instruments. 


RAISE ye the Lord in his holy places: 
5 Praise ye him in the firmament of his power. 
Praise ye him for his mighty acts: 
Praise ye him according to the multitude of his greatness. 
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Praise him with sound of trumpet: 
Praise him with psaltery and harp. 

Praise him with timbrel and choir: 
Praise him with strings and organs. 

Praise him on high sounding cymbals: 
Praise him on cymbals of joy: 


Let every spirit praise the Lord. 
Alleluia. 


47. SELECTIONS FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 


HE parables of Solomon, the son of David, king of 
Israel : 


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

My son, hear the instruction of thy father, 
And forsake not the law of thy mother. 


Let not mercy and truth leave thee, 
Put them about thy neck, and write them in the tables of thy 
heart. 


The beginning of wisdom, get wisdom, 
And with all thy possession purchase prudence. 


Take hold on instruction, leave it not: 
Keep it, because it is thy life. 


The path of the just, as a shining light, 

Goeth forwards and increaseth even to perfect day. 
The way of the wicked is darksome: 

They know not where they fall. 
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His own iniquities catch the wicked, 
And he is fast bound with the ropes of his own sins. 


Go to the ant, O sluggard, 
And consider her ways, and learn wisdom: 
Which, although she hath no guide, 
Nor master, nor captain, 
Provideth her meat for herself in the summer, 
And gathereth her food in the harvest. 


How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? 
When wilt thou rise out of thy sleep? 

Thou wilt sleep a little, thou wilt slumber a little, 
Thou wilt fold thy hands a little to sleep: 

And want shall come upon thee, as a traveller, 
And poverty as a man armed. 

But if thou be diligent, 
Thy harvest shall come as a fountain, 
And want shall flee far from thee. 


Six things there are, which the Lord hateth, 
And the seventh his soul detesteth : 
Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
Hands that shed innocent blood, 
A heart that deviseth wicked plots, 
Feet that are swift to run into mischief, 
A deceitful witness that uttereth lies, 
And him that soweth discord among brethren. 


Receive my instruction and not money: Waar 
Choose knowledge rather than gold. pei: 
For wisdom is better than all the most precious things, Powers 


And whatsoever may be desired cannot be compared to it. 
I wisdom dwell in counsel, 
And am present in learned thoughts. 


Her 
Origin 
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The fear of the Lord hateth evil: 
I hate arrogance, and pride, and every wicked way, 
And a mouth with a double tongue. x 
Counsel and equity is mine, 
Prudence is mine, strength is mine. 
By me kings reign, 
And lawgivers decree just things; 
By me princes rule, 
And the mighty decree justice. 


I love them that love me: 
And they that in the morning early watch for me, shall find 
me. 
With me are riches and glory, 
Glorious riches and justice. 
For my fruit is better than gold and the precious stone, 
And my blossoms than choice silver. 


I walk in the way of justice, 
In the midst of the paths of judgment, 
That I may enrich them that love me, 
And may fill their treasures. 


The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways, 
Before he made any thing from the beginning, 

I was set up from eternity, 
And of old before the earth was made. 


The depths were not as yet, and I was already conceived, 
Neither had the fountains of waters as yet sprung out: 
The mountains with their huge bulk had not as yet been 
established : 
Before the hills I was brought forth: 
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He had not yet made the earth, 

Nor the rivers, nor the poles of the world. 
When he prepared the heavens, I was present: 

When with a certain law and compass he enclosed the depths: 
When he established the sky above, 

And poised the fountains of waters: 


When he compassed the sea with its bounds, 
And set a law to the waters that they should not pass their 
limits : 
When he balanced the foundations of the earth: 
I was with him forming all things: 
And was delighted every day, 
Playing before him at all times. 


Playing in the world: 

And my delights were to be with the children of men. 
Now therefore, ye children, hear me: 

Blessed are they that keep my ways. 
Hear instruction and be wise, 

And refuse it not. 


Blessed is the man that heareth me, 
And that watcheth daily at my gates, 
And waiteth at the posts of my doors. 
He that shall find me, shall find life, 
And shall have salvation from the Lord: 
But he that shall sin against me, shall hurt his own soul. 
All that hate me love death. 


A wise son maketh the father glad: Wee 
But a foolish son is the sorrow of his mother. te 


In the multitude of words there shall not want sin: 
But he that refraineth his lips is most wise. 
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He that loveth correction, loveth knowledge: 
But he that hateth reproof is foolish. 


The way of the fool is right in his own eyes: 
But he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsels. 


Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord: 
But they that deal faithfully please him. 


A cautious man concealeth knowledge: 
And the heart of fools publisheth folly. 


He that spareth the rod hateth his son: \ 
But he that loveth him correcteth him betimes. / 


A fool will laugh at sin, 
But among the just grace shall abide. 


Laughter shall be mingled with sorrow, 
And mourning taketh hold of the end of joy. 


He that oppresseth the poor, upbraideth his Maker: 
But he that hath pity on the poor, honoureth him. 


A mild answer breaketh wrath, 
But a harsh word stirreth up fury. 


The eyes of the Lord in every place 
Behold the good and the evil. 


Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, 
Than great treasures without content. 


Evil thoughts are an abomination to the Lord: 
And pure words most beautiful shall be confirmed by him. 
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The fear of the Lord is the lesson of wisdom ; 
And humility goeth before glory. 


Lay open thy works to the Lord: 
And thy thoughts shall be directed. 


Get wisdom, because it is better than gold: 
And purchase prudence, for it is more precious than silver. 


The patient man is better than the valiant : 
_ And he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh cities. 
As silver is tried by fire, and gold in the furnace, \ 

So the Lord trieth the hearts. 


He that is a friend loveth at all times ; 
And a brother is proved in distress. 


Even a fool, if he will hold his peace, shall be counted wise: 
And if he close his lips, a man of understanding. 


He that answereth before he heareth 
Sheweth himself to be a fool, and worthy of confusion. 


A foolish son is the grief of his father ; 
And a wrangling wife is like a roof continually dropping 
through. 


He that hath mercy on the poor, lendeth to the Lord; 
And he will repay him. 


Counsel in the heart of a man is like deep water: 
But a wise man will draw it out. 


Sage 
Advice 
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Love not sleep, lest poverty oppress thee: 
Open thy eyes, and be filled with bread. 
“ 
Meddle not with him that revealeth secrets, 
And walketh deceitfully, and openeth wide his lips. 


Say not: I will return evil: 
Wait for the Lord, and he will deliver thee. 


The thoughts of the industrious always bring forth abundance; 
But every sluggard is always in want. 


A good name is better than great riches: 
And good favour is above silver and gold. 


The rich and the poor have met one another: 
The Lord is the maker of them both. 


It is a proverb: A young man according to his way, 
Even when he is old he will not depart from it. 


He that oppresseth the poor to increase his own riches, 
Shall himself give to one that is richer, and shall be in need. 


My son, give me thy heart, 
And let thy eyes keep my ways. 


For a just man shall fall seven times and shall rise again; 
But the wicked shall fall down into evil. 


I passed by the field of the slothful man, 
And by the vineyard of the foolish man: 

And behold it was all filled with nettles, 
And thorns had covered the face thereof, 
And the stone wall was broken down. 
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Which when I had seen, I laid it up in my heart, 
And by the example I received instruction. 
Thou wilt sleep a little, said I, 
Thou wilt slumber a little, 
Thou wilt fold thy hands a little to rest: 
And poverty shall come to thee as a runner, 
And beggary as an armed man. 


If thy enemy be hungry, give him to eat; 
If he thirst, give him water to drink: 

For thou shalt heap hot coals upon his head, 
And the Lord will reward thee. 


As a city that lieth open and is not compassed with walls, 
So is a man that cannot refrain his own spirit in speaking. 


As snow in summer, and rain in harvest, 
So glory is not seemly for a fool. 


As he is guilty that shooteth arrows, 
And lances unto death; 

So is the man that hurteth his friend deceitfully ; 
And when he is taken, saith: I did it in jest. 


Let another praise thee, and not thy own mouth: 
A stranger, and not thy own lips. 


Open rebuke is better than hidden love. 


The wicked man fleeth, when no man pursueth: 
But the just, bold as a lion, shall be without dread. 


They that forsake the law, praise the wicked man; 
They that keep it, are incensed against him. 
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Better is the poor man walking in his simplicity, 
Than the rich in crooked ways. 


~ 
He that giveth to the poor, shall not want; 


He that despiseth his entreaty, shall suffer indigence. 


A fool uttereth all his mind; 
A wise man deferreth, and keepeth it till Afvereande 


THE VALIANT WOMAN 


Who shall find a valiant woman? 

Far and from the uttermost coasts is the price of her. 
The heart of her husband trusteth in her, 

And he shall have no need of spoils. 


She will render him good, and not evil, 

All the days of her life. 
She hath sought wool and flax, 

And hath wrought by the counsel of her hands. 
She is like the merchant’s ship, 

She bringeth her bread from afar. 


And she hath risen in the night, 
And given a prey to her household, 
And victuals to her maidens. 
She hath considered a field, and bought it; 
With the fruit of her hands she hath planted a vineyard. 


She hath girded her loins with strength, 
And hath strengthened her arm. 
She hath tasted and seen that her traffic is good; 
Her lamp shall not be put out in the night. 
She hath put out her hand to strong things, 
And her fingers have taken hold of the spindle. 
She hath opened her hand to the needy, 
And stretched out her hands to the poor. 
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She shall not fear for her house in the cold of snow, 

For all her domestics are clothed with double garments. 
She hath made for herself clothing of tapestry ; 

Fine linen, and purple is her covering. 


Her husband is honourable in the gates, 

When he sitteth among the senators of the land. 
She made fine linen, and sold it, 

And delivered a girdle to the Chanaanite. 
Strength and beauty are her clothing, 

And she shall laugh in the latter day. 


She hath opened her mouth to wisdom, 
And the law of clemency is on her tongue. 
She hath looked well to the paths of her house, 
And hath not eaten her bread idle. 


Her children rose up, and called her blessed: 
Her husband, and he praised her. 
Many daughters have gathered together riches: 
Thou hast surpassed them all. 
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: 
The woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 
Give her of the fruit of her hands; 
And let her works praise her in the gates, 


48. SELECTIONS FROM THE BOOK OF 
ECCLESIASTES 


HE words of Ecclesiastes, the son of David, king of 
Jerusalem: 


Vanity of vanities, said Ecclesiastes : 
Vanity of vanities, and all is vanity. 
What hath a man more of all his labours, 

That he taketh under the sun? 
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One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh; 
But the earth standeth for ever. 

The sun riseth, and goeth down, and returneth to his place: 
And there rising again, maketh his round by the south, 

And turneth again to the north: 
The spirit goeth forward surveying all places round about, 
And returneth to his circuits. 


All the rivers run into the sea, 
Yet the sea doth not overflow: 

Unto the place from whence the rivers come, 
They return to flow again. 


All things are hard: 
Man cannot explain them by word. 
The eye is not filled with seeing, 
Neither is the ear filled with hearing, 
What is it that hath been? 
The same thing that shall be. 
What is it that hath been done? 
The same that shall be done. 


Nothing under the sun is new, 
Neither is any man able to say: 
Behold this is new: 
For it hath already gone before in the ages that were before 
us. 
There is no remembrance of former things:. 
Nor indeed of those things which hereafter are to come, 
Shall there be any remembrance with them that shall be in 
the latter end. 


I Ecclesiastes was king over Israel in Jerusalem, 
And I proposed in my mind to seek and search out wisely con- 
cerning all things that are done under the sun. 
This painful occupation hath God given to the children of 
men, to be exercised therein. 


¢ 


SELECTIONS FROM BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES 157 


I have seen all things that are done under the sun, 
And behold all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 
The perverse are hard to be corrected, 
And the number of fools is infinite. 
I have spoken in my heart, saying: 
Behold I am become great, and have gone beyond all in wisdom, 
that were before me in Jerusalem: 


And my mind hath contemplated many things wisely, 
And I have learned. 
And I have given my heart to know prudence, and learning, and 
errors, and folly: 
And I have perceived that in these also there was labour, and 
vexation of spirit. 
Because in much wisdom there is much indignation: 
And he that addeth knowledge, addeth also labour. 


This wisdom also I have seen under the sun, The 
; Value of 
And it seemed to me to be very great: Wieder 


A little city, and few men in it: 
There came against it a great king, 
And invested it, and built bulwarks round about it, 
And the siege was perfect. 


Now there was found in it a man poor and wise, 
And he delivered the city by his wisdom, 
And no man afterward remembered that poor man, 
And I said that wisdom is better than strength: 
How then is the wisdom of the poor man slighted, 
And his words not heard? 


The words of the wise are heard in silence, 
More than the cry of a prince among fools. 
Better is wisdom than weapons of war: 
And he that shall offend in one, shall lose many good things. 
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Cast thy bread upon the running waters: 
For after a long time thou shalt find it again. 


Of making many books there is no end: 
And much study is an affliction of the flesh. 


49. THE CANTICLE OF CANTICLES 


AM the flower of the field, 
And the lily of the valleys. 
As the lily among thorns, 
So is my love among the daughters. 


As the apple tree among the trees of the woods, © 
So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow, whom I desired: 
And his fruit was sweet to my palate. 


He brought me into the cellar of wine, 
He set in order charity in me. 

Stay me up with flowers, compass me about with apples: 
Because I languish with love. 

His left hand is under my head, 
And his right hand shall embrace me. 


I adjure you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the roes, and the harts of the fields, 
That you stir not up, nor make the beloved to awake, till she 
please. 


The voice of my beloved, 
Behold he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping over 
the hills. 
My beloved is like a roe, or a young hart. 
Behold he standeth behind our wall, 
Looking through the windows, looking through the Menor 


ta 
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Behold my beloved speaketh to me: 
Arise, make haste, my love, my dove, my beautiful one, and 
come, 
For winter is now past, 
The rain is over and gone. 


The flowers have appeared in our land, 
The time of pruning is come: 
The voice of the turtle is heard in our land: 
The fig tree hath put forth her green figs: 
The vines in flower yield their sweet smell. 
Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come: 
My dove in the clefts of the rock, 
In the hollow places of the wall. 


Shew me thy face, let thy voice sound in my ears: 
For thy voice is sweet, and thy face comely. 

Catch us the little foxes that destroy the vines: 
For our vineyard hath flourished. 


My beloved to me, and I to him who feedeth among the lilies, 
Till the day break, and the shadows retire. 

Return : be like, my beloved, to a roe, 
Or to a young hart upon the mountains of Bether. 
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HEN shall the just stand with great constancy 
Against those that have afflicted them, 
And taken away their labours. 
These seeing it, shall be troubled with terrible fear, 
And shall be amazed at the suddenness of their unexpected 
salvation. 
Saying within themselves, repenting, 
And groaning for anguish of spirit: 


The 
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These are they whom we had some time in derision, 
And for a parable of reproach. 

We fools esteemed their life madness, i 
And their end without honour. 


Behold how they are numbered among the children of God, 
And their lot is among the saints. 

Therefore we have erred from the way of truth, 
And the light of justice hath not shined unto us, 
And the sun of understanding hath not risen upon us. 


We wearied ourselves in the way of iniquity and destruction, 
And have walked through hard ways, 
But the way of the Lord we have not known. 

What hath pride profited us? 
Or what advantage hath the boasting of riches brought us? 


All those things are passed away like a shadow, 
And like a post that runneth on, 

And as a ship that passeth through the waves: 
Whereof when it is gone by, the trace cannot be found, 
Nor the path of its keel in the waters: 

Or as when a bird flieth through the air, 

Of the passage of which no mark can be found, 
But only the sound of the wings beating the light air, 
And parting it by the force of her flight: 

She moved her wings, and hath flown through, 

And there is no mark found afterwards of her way: 

Or as when an arrow is shot at a mark, 

The divided air presently cometh together again, 
So that the passage thereof is not known: 

So we also being born, forthwith ceased to be: 

And have been able to shew no mark of virtue: 
But are consumed in our wickedness. 
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Such things as these the sinners said in hell: 
For the hope of the wicked is as dust which is blown away 
with the wind, 
And as a thin froth which is dispersed by the storm: 
And a smoke that is scattered abroad by the wind: 
And as the remembrance of a guest of one day that passeth by. 


But the just shall live for evermore: ane ; 
And their reward is with the Lord, ee 
And the care of them with the most High. Just 


Therefore shall they receive a kingdom of glory, 
And a crown of beauty at the hand of the Lord: 


For with his right hand he will cover them, 

And with his holy arm he will defend them. 
And his zeal will take armour, 

And he will arm the creature for the revenge of his enemies. 
He will put on justice as a breastplate, 

And will take true judgment instead of a helmet. 


He will take equity for an invincible shield: pee 
And he will sharpen his severe wrath for a spear, ment 
And the whok world shall fight with him against the unwise. oe q 

Then shafts of lightning shall go directly from the clouds; 

As from a bow well bent they shall be shot out, and shall fly 


to the mark. 


And thick hail shall be cast upon them from the stone casting 
wrath: 
The water of the sea shall rage against them, 
And the rivers shall run together in a terrible manner. 
A mighty wind shall stand up against them, 
And as a whirlwind shall divide them: 
And their iniquity shall bring all the earth to a desert, 
And wickedness shall overthrow the thrones of the mighty. 
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51. SELECTIONS FROM THE BOOK oe 
ECCLESIASTICUS 


5 ae gold and silver are tried in the fire, 


But acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation. 


The greater thou art, the more humble thyself in all things, 
And thou shalt find grace before God. 


A faithful friend is a strong defence: 
And he that hath found him, hath found a treasure. 


My son, from thy youth up receive instruction, 
And even to thy grey hairs thou shalt find wisdom. 


With all thy soul fear the Lord, 
And reverence his priests. 

With all thy strength love him that made thee: 
And forsake not his ministers. 


Envy not the glory and riches of a sinner: 
For thou knowest not what his ruin shall be. 


As the judge of the people is himself, 
So also are his ministers : 

And what manner of man the ruler of a city is, 
Such also are they that dwell therein. 


The beginning of the pride of man 
Is to fall off from God: 

Because his heart is departed from him that made him: 
For pride is the beginning of all sin: 
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He that holdeth it, shall be filled with maledictions, 
And it shall ruin him in the end. 


Before thou hear, answer not a word: 
And interrupt not others in the midst of their discourse. 


Hast thou heard a word against thy neighbour ? 
Let it die within thee, trusting that it will not burst thee. 


A tale out of time is like music in mourning: 
But the stripes and instruction of wisdom are never out of 
time. 


It is great glory to follow the Lord: 
For length of days shall be received from him. 


The furnace trieth the potter’s vessels, 
And the trial of affliction just men. 


He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it, 
And he that setteth a stone for his neighbour shall stumble 
upon it: 
And he that layeth a snare for another, shall perish in it. 


Many have fallen by the edge of the sword 
But not so many as have perished by their own tongue. 


Shut up alms in the heart of the poor, 
And it shall obtain help for thee against all evil. 


Better is the poor man’s fare under a roof of boards, 
Than sumptuous cheer abroad in another man’s house. 


There is no riches above the riches of the health of the body: 
And there is no pleasure above the joy of the heart. 


164 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


52. THE COMING JOY OF THE WORLD 


(ee people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
to them that dwelt in the region of the shadow of death, 
light is risen. Thou hast multiplied the nation, and hast not 
increased the joy. They shall rejoice before thee as they that 
rejoice in the harvest, as conquerors rejoice after taking a prey 
when they divide the spoils. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the rod of their shoulder, 
and the sceptre of their oppressor thou hast overcome, as in the 
day of Madian. For every violent taking of spoils, with tumult, 
and garment mingled with blood, shall be burnt, and be fuel for 


e fire: 
Cio: a CHILD IS BORN to us, and a son is given to us, and the 
government is upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the 
world to come, the Prince of Peace._| His empire shall be mul- 
tiplied, and there shall be no end of peace: he shall sit upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom; to establish it and 
strengthen it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth 
and for ever: the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 


53. THE PRINCE OF PEACE 


ND there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, 

and a flower shall rise up out of his root. And the spirit 

of the Lord shall rest upon him; the spirit of wisdom, and of 

understanding, the spirit of counsel, and of fortitude, the spirit 

of knowledge, and of godliness. And he shall be filled with the 
spirit of the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge according to the sight of the eyes, nor 
reprove according to the hearing of the ears. But he shall 
judge the poor with justice, and shall reprove with equity for 
the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the 
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rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay 
the wicked. And justice shall be the girdle of his loins; and 
faith the girdle of his reins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb: and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid: the calf and the lion, and the sheep shall 
abide together, and a little child shall lead them. The calf and 
the bear shall feed: their young ones shall rest together: and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp: and the weaned child shall 
thrust his hand into the den of the basilisk. They shall not 
hurt, nor shall they kill in all my holy mountain, for the earth 
is filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the covering waters 
of the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who standeth for an 
ensign of the people, him the Gentiles shall beseech, and his 
sepulchre shall be glorious. 


54. THE PROPHECY OF CHRIST’S PASSION 


HO hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed? 

And he shall grow up as a tender plant before him, and as a 
root out of a thirsty ground: there is no beauty in him nor 
comeliness : and we have seen him, and there was no sightliness 
that we should be desirous of him: despised, and the most ab- 
ject of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with infirmity: 
and his look was as it were hidden and despised, whereupon 
we esteemed him not{ Surely he hath borne our infirmities and 
carried our sorrows; and we have thought him as it were a 
leper, and as one struck by God and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised for 
our sins: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by 
his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray, 
every one hath turned aside into his own way: and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
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(He was offered because it was his own wit and he opened 
not his mouth: he shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and 
shall be dumb as a lamb before his shearer, and he shall not 
open his mouth. He was taken away from distress, and from 
judgment: who shall declare his generation? because he is cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the wickedness of my peo- 
ple have I struck him. And he shall give the ungodly for his 
burial, and the rich for his death: because he hath done no 
iniquity, neither was there deceit in his mouth. 

And the Lord was pleased to bruise him in infirmity: if he 
shall lay down his life for sin, he shall see a long-lived seed, 
and the will of the Lord shall be prosperous in his hand. Be- 
cause his soul hath laboured, he shall see and be filled: by his 
knowledge shall this my just servant justify many, and he shall 
bear their iniquities. Therefore will I distribute to him very 
many, and he shall divide the spoils of the strong, because he 
hath delivered his soul unto death, and was reputed with the 
wicked: and he hath borne the sins of many, and hath prayed 
for the transgressors. 


55. CLAY IN THE HANDS OF THE POTTER 


HE word that came to Jeremias from the Lord, saying, 
“Arise, and go down into the potter’s house, and there 
thou shalt hear my words.” And I went down into the potter’s 
house, and behold he was doing a work on the wheel. And the 
vessel was broken which he was making of clay with his hands: 
and turning he made another vessel, as it seemed good in his 
eyes to make it. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Cannot I 
do with you, as this potter, O house of Israel?” saith the Lord. 
“Behold as clay is in the hand of the potter, so are you in my 
hand, O house of Israel. 

“T will suddenly speak against a nation, and against a king- 
dom, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy it. If that 


awa 
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nation against which I have spoken shall repent of their evil, 
I also will repent of the evil that I have thought to do to them. 
And I will suddenly speak of a nation and of a kingdom, to 
build up and plant it. If it shall do evil in my sight, that it 
obey not my voice: I will repent of the good that I have spoken 
to do unto it.” 


56. THE CAPTIVES IN BABYLON 


ZF the third year of the reign of Joakim king of Juda, 
Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. And the Lord delivered into his hands Joakim the 
king of Juda, and part of the vessels of the house of God: and 
he carried them away into the land of Sennaar, to the house of 
his god, and the vessels he brought into the treasure house of 
his god. 

And the king spoke to Asphenez . . . that he should bring in 
some of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed and of 
the princes, children in whom there was no blemish, well 
favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, acute in knowledge, and 
instructed in science, and such as might stand in the king’s 
palace, that he might teach them the learning and the tongue 
of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed them a daily provision of his own 
meat and of the wine which he drank himself, that being nour- 


- ished three years, afterwards they might stand before the king. 


Now there were among them of the children of Juda, Daniel, 
Ananias, Misael, and Azarias. And the master gave them 
names: to Daniel, Baltassar; to Ananias, Sidrach; to Misael, 
Misach: and to Azarias, Abdenago. But Daniel purposed in 
his heart that he would not be defiled with the king’s table, nor 
with the wine which he drank; and he requested the master 
... that he might not be defiled. 

And God gave to Daniel grace and mercy in the sight of the 
prince... And the prince .. . said to Daniel, “I fear my 
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Lord the king who hath appointed you meat and drink, who if 
he should see your faces leaner than those of the other youths 
your equals, you shall endanger my head to the king.” 

And Daniel said to Malasar whom the prince . . . had ap- 
pointed over Daniel, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias, “Try, I be- 
seech thee, thy servants for ten days, and let pulse be given us 
to eat and water to drink. And look upon our faces and the 
faces of the children that eat of the king’s meat, and as thou 
shalt see, deal with thy servants.” 

And when he had heard these words, he tried them for ten 
days. And after ten days their faces appeared fairer and fatter 
than all the children that ate of the king’s meat. So Malasar 
took their portions and the wine that they should drink, and he 
gave them pulse. And to these children God gave knowledge 
and understanding in every book, and wisdom: but to Daniel 
the understanding also of all visions and dreams. 

And when the days were ended, after which the king had 
ordered they should be brought in, the prince . . . brought 
them in before Nabuchodonosor. And when the king had spoken 
to them, there were not found among them all such as Daniel, 
Ananias, Misael, and Azarias: and they stood in the king’s 
presence. And in all matters of wisdom and understanding 
that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better 
than all the diviners and wise men that were in all his kingdom. 
And Daniel continued even to the first year of king Cyrus. 


57. NABUCHODONOSOR’S DREAM 


¥x N the second year of the reign of N abuchodonosor, Nabuch- 
odonosor had a dream, and his spirit was terrified, and his 
dream went out of his mind. Then the king commanded to 
call together the diviners, and the wise men, and the magicians, 
and the Chaldeans, to declare to the king his dreams: so they 
came and stood before the king. 
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And the king said to them, “I saw a dream, and being trou- 
bled in mind I know not what I saw.” And the Chaldeans an- 
swered the king in Syriac, “O king, live forever; tell to thy 
servants thy dream, and we will declare the interpretation 
thereof.” And the king answering, said to the Chaldeans, “The 
thing is gone out of my mind: unless you tell me the dream and 
the meaning thereof, you shall be put to death, and your houses 
shall be confiscated. But if you tell the dream and the mean- 
ing of it, you shall receive of me rewards and gifts and great 
honour: therefore tell me the dream and the interpretation 
thereof.” 

They answered again and said, “Let the king tell his servants 
the dream and we will declare the interpretation of it.’ The 
king answered and said, “I know for certain that you seek to 
gain time, since you know that the thing is gone from me. If 
therefore you tell me not the dream, there is one sentence con- 
cerning you, that you have also framed a lying interpretation, 
and full of deceit, to speak before me till the time pass away. 
Tell me therefore the dream, that I may know that you also 
give a true interpretation thereof.” 

Then the Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, 
“There is no man upon earth that can accomplish thy word, 
O king, neither doth any king, though great and mighty, ask 
such a thing of any diviner or wise man or Chaldean. For the 
thing that thou askest, O king, is difficult: nor can anyone be 
found that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose 
conversation is not with men.” 

Upon hearing this, the king in fury and in great wrath com- 
manded that all the wise men of Babylon should be put to death. 
And the decree being gone forth, the wise men were slain: and 
Daniel and his companions were sought for, to be put to death. 

Then Daniel inquired concerning the law and sentence, of 
Arioch the general of the king’s army, who was gone forth to 
kill the wise men of Babylon. And he asked him that had re- 
ceived the orders of the king, why so cruel a sentence was gone 
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forth from the face of the king. And when Arioch had told 
the matter to Daniel, Daniel went in and desired of the king 
that he would give him time to resolve the questien and declare 
it to the king. 

And he went into his house, and told the matter to Ananias 
and Misael and Azarias, his companions, to the end that they 
should ask mercy at the face of the God of heaven concerning 
this secret, and that Daniel and his companions might not 
perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

Then was the mystery revealed to Daniel by a vision in the 
night; and Daniel blessed the God of heaven, and speaking he 
said, “Blessed be the name of the Lord from eternity and for 
evermore: for wisdom and fortitude are his. And he changeth 
times and ages, taketh away kingdoms and establisheth them, 
giveth wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to them that have 
understanding. He revealeth deep and hidden things, and 
knoweth what is in darkness: and light is with him. To thee, 
O God of our fathers, I give thanks, and I praise thee, because 
thou hast given me wisdom and strength: and now thou hast 
shewn me what we desired of thee, for thou hast made known 
to us the king’s discourse.” ; 

After this Daniel went in to Arioch, to whom the king had 
given orders to destroy the wise men of Babylon, and he spoke 
thus to him, “Destroy not the wise men of Babylon; bring me 
in before the king, and I will tell the solution to the king.” 

Then Arioch in haste brought in Daniel to the king, and said 
to him, “I have found a man of the children of the captivity 
of Juda that will resolve the question to the king.” The king 
answered, and said to Daniel whose name was Baltassar, 
“Thinkest thou indeed that thou canst tell me the dream that 
I saw, and the interpretation thereof ?” 

And Daniel made answer before the king, and said, “The 
secret that the king desireth to know, none of the wise men, or 
the philosophers, or the diviners, or the soothsayers, can de- 
clare to the king. But there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
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mysteries, who hath shewn to thee, O king Nabuchodonosor, 
what is to come to pass in the latter times. 

“Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are 
these: Thou, O king, didst begin to think in thy bed what should 
come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth mysteries shewed 
thee what shall come to pass. To me also this secret is re- 
vealed, not by any wisdom that I have more than all men alive, 
but that the interpretation might be made manifest to the king, 
and thou mightest know the thoughts of thy mind. 

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold there was as it were a 
great statue: this statue, which was great and high, tall of 
stature, stood before thee, and the look thereof was terrible. 
The head of this statue was of fine gold, but the breast and the 
arms of silver, and the belly and the thighs of brass; and the 
legs of iron, the feet part of iron and part of clay. Thus thou 
sawest, till a stone was cut out of a mountain without hands, 
and it struck the statue upon the feet thereof that were of iron, 
and of clay, and broke them in pieces. 

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold 
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of a sum- 
mer’s thrashing-floor, and they were carried away by the wind: 
and there was no place found for them, but the stone that struck 
the statue, became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

“This is the dream: we will also tell the interpretation thereof 
before thee, O king. Thou art a king of kings: and the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom and strength and power 
and glory; and all places wherein the children of men, and the 
beasts of the field do dwell: he hath also given the birds of 
the air into thy hand, and hath put all things under thy power: 
thou therefore art the head of gold. 

“And after thee shall rise up another kingdom, inferior to 
thee, of silver ; and another third kingdom of brass, which shall 
rule over all the world. And the fourth kingdom shall be as 
iron. As iron breaketh into pieces and subdueth all things, so 
shall that break and destroy all these. 
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“And whereas thou sawest the feet and the toes, part of pot- 
ter’s clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided, but 
yet it shall take its origin from the iron, according as thou 
sawest the iron mixed with the miry clay. And as the toes of 
the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, the kingdom shall 
be partly strong and partly broken. 

“And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, 
they shall be mingled indeed together with the seed of man, but 
they shall not stick fast one to another, as iron cannot be mixed 
with clay. But in the days of those kingdoms the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, and 
his kingdom shall not be delivered up to another people, and it 
shall break in pieces, and shall consume all these kingdoms, and 
itself shall stand for ever. 

“According as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and broke in pieces the clay and the 
iron and the brass and the silver and the gold, the great God 
hath shewn the king what shall come to pass hereafter, and the 
dream is true, and the interpretation thereof is faithful.” 


Then king Nabuchodonosor fell on his face and worshipped j 


Daniel, and commanded that they should offer in sacrifice to 
him victims and incense. And the king spoke to Daniel, and 
said, “Verily your God is the God of gods, and Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of hidden things: seeing thou couldst discover 
this secret.” 

Then the king advanced Daniel to a high station, and gave 
him many and great gifts; and he made him governor over all 
the provinces of Babylon, and chief of the magistrates over all 
the wise men of Babylon. And Daniel requested of the king, 
and he appointed Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago over the 
works of the province of Babylon; but Daniel himself was in 
the Sas palace. 
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58. THE GOLDEN STATUE 


Kx NABUCHODONOSOR made a statue of gold, of 
sixty cubits high, and six cubits broad, and he set it up in 
the plain of Dura of the province of Babylon. Then Nabuchod- 
onosor the king sent to call together the nobles, the magistrates, 
and the judges, the captains, the rulers, and governors, and all 
the chief men of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
statue which king Nabuchodonosor had set up. 

Then the nobles, the magistrates, and the judges, the cap- 
tains, and rulers, and the great men that were placed in au- 
thority, and all the princes of the provinces, were gathered 
together to come to the dedication of the statue which king 
Nabuchodonosor had set up. And they stood before the statue 
which king Nabuchodonosor had set up. 

Then a herald cried with a strong voice, “To you it is com- 
manded, O nations, tribes, and languages, that in the hour that 
you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, and of the flute, and of 
the harp, of the sackbut, and of the psaltery, and of the sym- 
phony, and of all kind of music, ye fall down and adore the 
golden statue which king Nabuchodonosor hath set up. But if 
any man shall not fall down and adore, he shall the same hour 
be cast into a furnace of burning fire.” 

Upon this therefore, at the time when all the people heard 
the sound of the trumpet, the flute, and the harp, of the sack- 
but, and the psaltery, of the symphony, and of all kind of 
music; all the nations, tribes, and languages fell down and 
adored the golden statue which king Nabuchodonosor had set 
up. And presently at that very time some Chaldeans came and 
accused the Jews, and said to king Nabuchodonosor : 

“O king, live for ever: Thou, O king, hast made a decree 
that every man that shall hear the sound of the trumpet, the 
flute, and the harp, of the sackbut, and the psaltery, of the sym- 
phony, and of all kind of music, shall prostrate himself, and 
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adore the golden statue: and that if any man shall not fall down 
and adore, he should be cast into a furnace of burning fire. 
Now there are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the works 
of the province of Babylon, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago: 
these men, O king, have slighted thy decree: they worship not 
thy gods, nor do they adore the golden statue which thou hast 
set up.” 

Then Nabuchodonosor in fury and in wrath commanded that 
Sidrach, Misach and Abdenago should be brought: who imme- 
diately were brought before the king. And Nabuchodonosor 
the king spoke to them, and said, “Is it true, O Sidrach, 
Misach, and Abdenago, that you do not worship my gods, nor 
adore the golden statue that I have set up? 

“Now therefore if you be ready at what hour soever you shall 
hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, harp, sackbut, and psaltery, 
and symphony, and of all kind of music, prostrate yourselves, 
and adore the statue which I have made: but if you do not 
adore, you shall be cast the same hour into the furnace of burn- 
ing fire: and who is the God that shall deliver you out of my 
hand ?” 

Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago answered and said to king 
Nabuchodonosor, “We have no occasion to answer thee con- 
cerning this matter. For behold our God, whom we worship, 
is able to save us from the furnace of burning fire, and to 
deliver us out of thy hands, O king. But if he will not, be it 
known to thee, O king, that we will not worship thy gods, nor 
adore the golden statue which thou hast set up.” 

Then was Nabuchodonosor filled with fury: and the counte- 
nance of his face was changed against Sidrach, Misach, and 
Abdenago, and he commanded that the furnace should be 
heated seven times more than it had been accustomed to be 
heated. And he commanded the strongest men that were in 
his army to bind the feet of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, 
and to cast them into the furnace ef burning fire. And imme- 
diately these men were bound and were cast into the furnace 
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of burning fire, with their coats, and their caps, and their shoes, 
and their garments. For the king’s commandment was urgent, 
and the furnace was heated exceedingly. And the flame of the 
fire slew those men that had cast in Sidrach, Misach, and 
Abdenago. 

But these three men, that is, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, The 
fell down bound in the midst of the furnace of burning fire. Sone 
... But the angel of the Lord went down with Azarias and Three 
his companions into the furnace; and he drove the flame of the we 
fire out of the furnace, and made the midst of the furnace like 
the blowing of a wind bringing dew, and the fire touched them 


not at all, nor troubled them, nor did them any harm. 


Then these three as with one mouth praised, and glorified, 
and blessed God in the furnace, saying: 


“Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; 
And worthy of praise, and glorious for ever. 
All ye works of the Lord, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye angels of the Lord, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye heavens, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O all ye waters that are above the heavens, bless the Lord 3 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O all ye powers of the Lord, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye sun and moon, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye stars of heaven, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O every shower and dew, bless ye the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
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O all ye spirits of God, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye fire and heat, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye cold and heat, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye dews and hoar frosts, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye frost and cold, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye ice and snow, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye nights and days, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye light and darkness, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O let the earth bless the Lord; 
Let it praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye mountains and hills, bless the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye things that spring up in the earth, bless the Lord : 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye fountains, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye seas and rivers, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
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O all ye fowls of the air, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye beasts and cattle, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye sons of men, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O let Israel bless the Lord; 
Let them praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye priests of the Lord, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


“O ye servants of the Lord, bless the Lord; 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye spirits and souls of the just, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye holy and humble of heart, bless the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord; 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever... .” 


Then Nabuchodonosor the king was astonished, and rose up 
in haste, and said to his nobles, “Did we not cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered the king, 
and said, “True, O king.” He answered, and said, “Behold I 
see four men loose, and walking in the midst of the fire, and 
there is no hurt in them, and the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of God.” 

Then Nabuchodonosor came to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace, and said, “Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, ye serv- 
ants of the most high God, go ye forth, and come.” And im- 
mediately Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago went out from the 
midst of the fire. And the nobles, and the magistrates, and the 
judges, and the great men of the king being gathered together, 
considered these men, that the fire had no power on their 
bodies, and that not a hair of their head had been singed . . . 
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nor the smell of the fire had passed on them. . . . Then the 
king promoted Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, in the province 
of Babylon. 


“ 


59. BALTASAR’S FEAST 


ALTASAR the king made a great feast for a thousand of 

his nobles: and everyone drank according to his age. And 

being now drunk, he commanded that they should bring the 

vessels of gold and silver which Nabuchodonosor his father had 

brought away out of the temple, that was in Jerusalem that the 

king and his nobles, and his wives, and his concubines, might 
drink in them, 

Then were the golden and silver vessels brought which he 
had brought away out of the temple that was in Jerusalem: and 
the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines, drank 
in them, They drank wine, and praised their gods of gold, 
and of silver, of brass, of iron, and of wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour there appeared fingers, as it were of the 
hand of a man, writing over against the candlestick upon the 
surface of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king beheld the 
joints of the hand that wrote. Then was the king’s counte- 
nance changed, and his thoughts troubled him; and the joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees struck one against the 
other. And the king cried out aloud to bring in the wise men, 
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 

And the king spoke, and said to the wise men of Babylon, 
“Whosoever shall read this writing, and shall make known to 
me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with purple, 
and shall have a golden chain on his neck, and shall be the 
third man in my kingdom.” Then came in all the king’s wise 
men, but they could neither read the writing, nor declare the 
interpretation to the king. Wherewith king Baltasar was much 
troubled, and his countenance was changed; and his nobles 
also were troubled. 
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Then the queen, on occasion of what had happened to the 
king, and his nobles, came into the banquet house and she spoke 
and said, “O king, live for ever; let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, neither let thy countenance be changed. There is a man 
in thy kingdom that hath the spirit of the holy gods in him: 
and in the days of thy father knowledge and wisdom were 
found in him: for king Nabuchodonosor thy father appointed 
him: prince of the wise men, enchanters, Chaldeans, and sooth- 
sayers, thy father, I say, O king: because a greater spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding, and interpretation of dreams, 
and shewing of secrets, and resolving of difficult things, were 
found in him, that is, in Daniel, whom the king named Bal- 
tassar. Now therefore let Daniel be called for, and he will tell 
the interpretation.” 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And the king 
spoke, and said to him, “Art thou Daniel of the children of the 
captivity of Juda, whom my father the king brought out of 
Judea? I have heard of thee, that thou hast the spirit of the 
gods, and excellent knowledge, and understanding, and wisdom 
are found in thee. And now the wise men the magicians have 
come in before me to read this writing and shew me the inter- 
pretation therof; and they could not declare to me the meaning 
of this writing. But I have heard of thee, that thou canst in- 
terpret obscure things, and resolve difficult things: now if thou 
art able to read the writing, and to shew me the interpretation 
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with purple, and shalt have a 
chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third prince in 
my kingdom.” 

To which Daniel made answer, and said before the king, 
“Thy rewards be to thyself, and the gifts of thy house give to 
another ; but the writing I will read to thee, O king, and shew 
thee the interpretation thereof. O king, the most high God 
gave to Nabuchodonosor thy father a kingdom, and greatness, 
and glory, and honour. And for the greatness that he gave to 
him, all people, tribes, and languages trembled, and were afraid 
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of him: whom he would, he slew: and whom he would, he de- 
stroyed ; and whom he would, he set up; and whom he would, 
he brought down. 2 

“But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit hardened 
unto pride, he was put down from the throne of his kingdom, 
and his glory was taken away. And he was driven out from 
the sons of men, and his heart was made like the beasts, and 
his dwelling was with the wild asses, and he did eat grass like 
an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven: till he 
knew that the most High ruled in the kingdom of men, and 
that he will set over it whomsoever it shall please him. 

“Thou also his son, O Baltasar, hast not humbled thy heart, 
whereas thou knewest all these things; but hast lifted thyself 
up against the Lord of heaven: and the vessels of his house 
have been brought before thee: and thou, and thy nobles, and 
thy wives, and thy concubines have drunk wine in them: and 
thou hast praised the gods of silver, and of gold, and of brass, 
of iron, and of wood, and of stone, that neither see, nor hear, 
nor feel; but the God who hath thy breath in his hand, and all 
thy ways, thou hast not glorified. 

“Wherefore he hath sent the part of the hand which hath 
written this that is set down. And this is the writing that is 
written: Mang, THECEL, PHares. And this is the interpreta- 
tion of the word. Mane: God hath numbered thy kingdom, 
and hath finished it. TuHEcEL: thou art weighed in the balance, 
and art found wanting. Puares: thy kingdom is divided, and 
is given to the Medes and Persians.” 

Then by the king’s command Daniel was clothed with pur- 
ple, and a chain of gold was put about his neck: and it was 
proclaimed of him that he had power as the third man in the 
kingdom. 

The same night Baltasar the Chaldean king was slain. And 
Darius the Mede succeeded to the kingdom, being threescore 
and two years old. 
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60. DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 


S seemed good to Darius, and he appointed over the king- 

dom a hundred and twenty governors to be over his whole 
kingdom. And three princes over them, of whom Daniel was 
one: that the governors might give an account to them, and 
the king might have no trouble. And Daniel excelled all the 
princes and governors, because a greater spirit of God was in 
him, 

And the king thought to set him over all the kingdom; where- 
upon the princes, and the governors sought to find occasion 
against Daniel with regard to the king: and they could find no 
Cause, nor suspicion, because he was faithful, and no fault nor 
suspicion was found in him. Then these men said, “We shall 
not find any occasion against this Daniel unless perhaps con- 
cerning the law of his God.” 

Then the princes and the governors craftily suggested to the 
king, and spoke thus unto him, “King Darius, live for ever. 
All the princes of the kingdom, the magistrates, and governors, 
the senators, and judges have consulted together, that an im- 
perial decree, and an edict be published. That whosoever shall 
ask any petition of any god, or man, for thirty days, but of 
thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, there- 
fore, O king, confirm the sentence, and sign the decree: that 
what is decreed by the Medes and Persians may not be altered, 
nor any man be allowed to transgress it.” So king Darius set 
forth the decree, and established it. 

Now when Daniel knew this, that is to say, that the law was 
made, he went into his house: and opening the windows in his 
upper chamber towards Jerusalem, he knelt down three times 
a day, and adored, and gave thanks before his God as he had 
been accustomed to do before. Wherefore those men carefully 
watching him, found Daniel praying and making supplication to 
his God. 
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And they came and spoke to the king concerning the edict: 
“O king, hast thou not decreed that every man that should make 
a request to any of the gods, or men, for thirty days, but to thy- 
self, O king, should be cast into the den of the lions?” And 
the king answered them, saying, “The word is true according 
to the decree of the Medes and Persians which it is not lawful 
to violate.” Then they answered, and said before the king, 
“Daniel, who is of the children of the captivity of Juda, hath 
not regarded thy law, nor the decree that thou hast made, but 
three times a day he maketh his prayer.” 

Now when the king had heard these words, he was very much 
grieved, and in behalf of Daniel he set his heart to deliver him 
and even till sunset he laboured to save him. But those men 
perceiving the king’s design, said to him, “Know thou, O king, 
that the law of the Medes and Persians is that no decree which 
the king hath made, may be altered.” 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel and cast 
him into the den of the lions. And the king said to Daniel, 
“Thy God, whom thou always servest, he will deliver thee.” 
And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den, 
which the king sealed with his own ring, and with the ring of 
his nobles, that nothing should be done against Daniel. 

And the king went away to his house and laid himself down 
without taking supper, and meat was not set before him, and 
even sleep departed from him. Then the king rising very 
early in the morning, went in haste to the lion’s den. And 
coming near to the den, cried with a lamentable voice to Daniel, 
and said to him, “Daniel, servant of the living God, hath thy 
God, whom thou servest always, been able, thinkest thou, to 
deliver thee from the lions ?” 

And Daniel answering the king, said, “O king, live for ever. 
My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut up the mouths of 
the lions, and they have not hurt me; forasmuch as before him 
justice hath been found in me: yea, and before thee, O king, 
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I have done no offence.” Then was the king exceeding glad 
for him, and he commanded that Daniel should be taken out of 
the den; Daniel was taken out of the den, and no hurt was 
found in him, because he believed in his God. 

And by the king’s commandment, those men were brought 
that had accused Daniel: and they were cast into the lions’ den, 
they and their children, and their wives: and they did not reach 
the bottom of the den before the lions caught them, and broke 
all their bones in pieces. 

Then king Darius wrote to all people, tribes, and languages, 
dwelling in the whole earth: “PEAcE be multiplied unto you. 
It is decreed by me, that in all my empire and my kingdom all 
men dread and fear the God of Daniel. For he is the living 
and eternal God for ever: and his kingdom shall not be de- 
stroyed, and his power shall be for ever. He is the deliverer 
and saviour, doing signs and wonders in heaven and in earth; 
who hath delivered Daniel out of the lions’ den.” 

Now Daniel continued unto the reign of Darius, and the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


61. SEVENTY WEEKS OF YEARS TO THE 
COMING OF CHRIST 


S I was yet speaking in prayer, behold the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying 
swiftly touched me at the time of the evening sacrifice. And 
he instructed me, and spoke to me, and said, “O Daniel, I am 
now come forth to teach thee, and that thou mightest under- 
stand. From the beginning of thy prayers the word came 
forth: and I am come to shew it to thee, because thou art a man 
of desires: therefore do thou mark the word, and understand 
the vision. ‘ 
“Seventy weeks are shortened upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city, that transgression may be finished, and sin may have 
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an end, and iniquity may be abolished; and everlasting justice 
may be brought; and vision and prophecy may be fulfilled; and 
the saint of saints may be anointed. Know thou therefore, and 
take notice, that from the going forth of the word to build up 
Jerusalem again unto Christ the prince, there shall be seven 
weeks, and sixty-two weeks; and the street shall be built again, 
and the walls in straitness of times. | 

“And after sixty-two weeks Christ shall be slain: and the 
people that shall deny him shall not be his. And a people with 
their leader that shall come, shall destroy the city and the sanc- 
tuary: and the end thereof shall be waste, and after the end of 
the war the appointed desolation. And he shall confirm the 
covenant with many, in one week; and in the half of the week 
the victim and the sacrifice shall fail; and there shall be in the 
temple the abomination of desolation: and the desolation shall 
continue even to the consummation and to the end.” 


62. MICHAEL AND THE RESURRECTION 


UT at that time shall Michael rise up, the great prince, who 
L standeth for the children of thy people; and a time shall 
come such as never was from the time that nations began even 
until that time. And at that time shall thy people be saved, 
everyone that shall be found written in the book. And many 
of those that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall awake; some 
unto life everlasting, and others unto reproach, to see it al- 
ways. But they that are learned shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that instruct many to justice, as 
stars for all eternity. 


63. JONAS 


OW the word of the Lord came to Jonas the son of 
Amathi, saying, “Arise, and go to Ninive the great city, 
and preach in it, for the wickedness thereof is come up before 
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me.” And Jonas rose up to flee into Tharsis from the face of 
the Lord, and he went down to Joppa, and found a ship going 
to Tharsis: and he paid the fare thereof, and went down into 
it, to go with them to Tharsis from the face of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent a great wind into the sea: and a great tem- 
pest was raised in the sea, and the ship was in danger to be 
broken. And the mariners were afraid, and the men cried to 
their god: and they cast forth the wares that were in the ship, 
into the sea, to lighten it of them: and Jonas went down into 
the inner part of the ship and fell into a deep sleep. And the 
shipmaster came to him, and said to him, “Why art thou fast 
asleep? Rise up, call upon thy God, if so be that God will 
think of us, that we may not perish.” 

And they said everyone to his fellow, “Come, and let us cast 
lots, that we may know why this evil is upon us.” And they 
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonas. And they said to him, 

“Tell us for what cause this evil is upon us, what is thy busi- 
"ness? of what country art thou? and whither goest thou? or of 
what people art thou?” And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, 
and I fear the Lord the God of heaven, who made both the 
sea and the dry land.” And the men were greatly afraid, and 
they said to him, “Why hast thou done this?” (For the men 
knew that he fled from the face of the Lord, because he had 
told them.) 

And they said to him, “What shall we do to thee, that the sea 
may be calm to us?” For the sea flowed and swelled. And 
he said to them, “Take me up and cast me into the sea, and 
the sea shall be calm to you, for I know that for my sake this 
great tempest is upon you.” And the men rowed hard to re- 
turn to land, but they were not able, because the sea tossed and 
swelled upon them. And they cried to the Lord, and said, “We 
beseech thee, O Lord, let us not perish for this man’s life, and 
lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done 
as it pleased thee.” 
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And they took Jonas, and cast him into the sea, and the sea 
ceased from raging. And the men feared the Lord exceed- 
ingly, and sacrificed victims to the Lord, and made yows. 

Now the Lord prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonas; 
and Jonas was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. And Jonas prayed to the Lord his God out of the 
belly of the fish. . . . And the Lord spoke to the fish: and it 
vomited out Jonas upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came to Jonas the second time, 
saying, “Arise, and go to Ninive the great city, and preach in 
it the preaching that I bid thee.” And Jonas arose, and went 
to Ninive, according to the word of the Lord: now Ninive was 
a great city of three days’ journey. And Jonas began to enter 
into the city one day’s journey; and he cried, and said, “Yet 
forty days, and Ninive shall be destroyed.” 

And the men of Ninive believed in God; and they proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least. . . . 
And God saw their works, that they were turned from their 
evil way; and God had mercy with regard to the evil which 
he had said that he would do to them, and he did it not. 

And Jonas was exceedingly troubled and was angry: and he 
prayed to the Lord and said, “I beseech thee, O Lord, is not 
this what I said when I was yet in my own country? therefore 
I went before to flee into Tharsis: for I know that thou art a 
gracious and merciful God, patient, and of much compassion, 
and easy to forgive evil. And now, O Lord, I beseech thee 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

And the Lord said, “Dost thou think thou hast reason to be 
angry?” Then Jonas went out of the city, and sat toward the 
east side of the city: and he made himself a booth there, and 
he sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would be- 
fall the city. 

And the Lord God prepared an ivy, and it came up over the 
head of Jonas, to be a shadow over his head, and to cover him 
(for he was fatigued) : and Jonas was exceeding glad of the 
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ivy. But God prepared a worm, when the morning arose on 
the following day: and it struck the ivy and it withered. And 
when the sun was risen, the Lord commanded a hot and burn- 
ing wind: and the sun beat upon the head of Jonas, and he 
broiled with the heat: and he desired for his soul that he might 
die, and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

And the Lord said to Jonas, “Dost thou think thou hast reason 
to be angry for the ivy?” And he said, “I am angry with reason 
even unto death.” And the Lord said, “Thou art grieved for 
the ivy, for which thou hast not laboured, nor made it to grow, 
which in one night came up, and in one night perished. And 
shall not I spare Ninive, that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons that know not how 
to distinguish between their right hand and their left, and many 
beasts ?” 


64. THE DAYS OF PEACE 


ND it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the house of the Lord shall be prepared in the top of 
mountains, and high above the hills; and people shall flow to 
it. And many nations shall come in haste, and say, “Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob: and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth out of Sion, and 
the word of the Lord out of Jerusalem. 

“And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares,\and their spears into spades: nation shall not take sword 
against \nation; neither shall they learn war any more. And 
every man shall sit under his vine, and under his fig tree, and 
there shall be none to make them afraid, for the mouth of the 
Lord of hosts hath spoken. For all people will walk every one 
in the name of his god, but we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever.” 


188 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


“In that day,” saith the Lord, “I will gather up her that 
halteth ; and her that I had cast out, I will gather up; and her 
whom I had afflicted. And I will make her that halted, a rem- 
nant: and her that hath been afflicted, a mighty nation: and the 
Lord will reign over them in Mount Sion, from this time now 
and for ever.” 


65. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IN BETHLEHEM 


OW shalt thou be laid waste, O daughter of the robber; 

they have laid siege against us, with a rod shall they 
strike the cheek of the judge of Israel... ANnp THOU, BETHLE- 
HEM Ephrata, art a little one among the thousands of Juda: out 
of thee shall he come forth.unto me that is to be the ruler in 
Israel: and his going forth/is from the beginning, from the 
days of eternity. 


66. CHRIST SHALL FILL THE TEMPLE WITH 
GLORY 


OR thus saith the Lord of hosts, “Yet one little while, and 
tS I will move the heaven and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land. And I will move all nations: anD THE DESIRED 
OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME; and I will fill this house with 
glory,” saith the Lord of hosts. 


67. CHRIST IS PROMISED 


HUS saith the Lord of hosts, “If thou wilt walk in my 

ways, and keep my charge, thou also shalt judge my house, 
and shalt keep my courts, and I will give thee some of them 
that are now present here to walk with thee. Hear, O Jesus 
thou high priest, thou and thy friends that dwell before thee, 
for they are portending men: for behold I wiLL BRING MY 
SERVANT THE ORIENT.” 


EUPATOR AND JUDAS MACHABEUS 189 


68. THE MEEK COMING OF CHRIST 


EJOICE greatly, O daughter of Sion, shout for joy, O 

daughter of Jerusalem. BrHotp Toy KiNG will come to 

thee, the just and saviour: he is poor, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 


69. THE UNENDING SACRIFICE 


(as 


HO is there among you, that will shut the doors, and 

will kindle the fire on my altar gratis? I have no 
pleasure in you,” saith the Lord of hosts: “and I will not re- 
ceive a gift of your hand.’ For from the rising of the sun even 
to the going down, my name is great among the Gentiles, and 
in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to my name 
a clean oblation: for my name is great among the Gentiles,” 
saith the Lord of hosts. 


70. EUPATOR AND JUDAS MACHABEUS 
ENGAGE IN BATTLE 


UDAS departed from the castle, and removed the camp to 
J Bethzacharam, over against the king’s camp. And the king 
rose before it was light, and made his troops march on fiercely 
towards the way of Bethzacharam: and the armies made them- 
selves ready for the battle, and they sounded the trumpets ; 
and they showed the elephants the blood of grapes, and mul- 
berries to provoke them to fight. 

And they distributed the beasts by the legions; and there 
stood by every elephant a thousand men in coats of mail, and 
with helmets of brass on their heads: and five hundred horse- 
men set in order were chosen for every beast. These before 
the time wheresoever the beast was, they were there; and 
whithersoever it went, they went, and they departed not from 
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it. And upon the beast there were strong wooden towers, which 
covered every one of them: and engines upon them; and upon 
every one thirty-two valiant men who fought from above; and 
an Indian to rule the beast. - 

And the rest of the horsemen he placed on this side and on 
that side at the two wings, with trumpets to stir up the army, 
and to hasten them forward that stood thick together in the 
legions thereof. Now when the sun shone upon the shields of 
gold, and of brass, the mountains glittered therewith, and they 
shone like lamps of fire. 

And part of the king’s army was distinguished by the high 
mountains, and the other part by the low places; and they 
marched on warily and orderly. And all the inhabitants of the 
land were moved at the noise of their multitude, and the march- 
ing of the company, and the rattling of the armour, for the 
army was exceeding great and strong... . 

And Eleazar the son of Saura saw one of the beasts har- 
nessed with the king’s harness ; and it was higher than the other 
beasts: and it seemed to him that the king was on it: and he 
exposed himself to deliver his people and to get himself an ever- 
lasting name. And he ran up to it boldly in the midst of the 
legion, killing on the right hand and on the left, and they fell 
by him on this side and that side. And he went between the 
feet of the elephant, and put himself under it: and slew it, and 
it fell to the ground upon him, and he died there. 

Then they seeing the strength of the king and the fierceness 
of his army, turned away from them. But the king’s army 
went up against them to Jerusalem: and the king’s army pitched 
their tents against Judea and mount Sion, 


> 71. THE MARTYRDOM OF ELEAZAR 


| |S geaaneeay one of the chief of the scribes, a man advanced 
in years, and of a comely countenance, was pressed to open 
his mouth to eat swine’s flesh. But he, choosing rather a most 
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glorious death than a hateful life, went forward voluntarily to 
the torment. And considering in what manner he was come 
to it, patiently bearing, he determined not to do any unlawful 
things for the love of life. 

But they that stood by, being moved with wicked pity for the 
old friendship they had with the man, taking him aside, de- 
sired that flesh might be brought, which it was lawful for him 
to eat, that he might make as if he had eaten, as the king had 
commanded of the flesh of the sacrifice: that by so doing he 
might be delivered from death: and for the sake of their old 
friendship with the man they did him this courtesy. 

But he began to consider the dignity of his age and his an- 
cient years, and the inbred honour of his grey head, and his 
good life and conversation from a child: and he answered with- 
out delay, according to the ordinances of the holy law made 
by God, saying that he would rather be sent into the other 
world. “For it doth not become our age,” said he, “to dis- 
semble; whereby many young persons might think that Eleazar 
at the age of fourscore and ten years was gone over to the life 
of the heathens. 

“And so they, through my dissimulation, and for a little time 
of a corruptible life, should be deceived, and hereby I should 
bring a stain and a curse upon my old age. For though, for 
the present time, I should be delivered from the punishments 
of men, yet should I not escape the hand of the Almighty 
neither alive nor dead. Wherefore by departing manfully out 
of this life, I shall shew myself worthy of my old age; and I 
shall leave an example of fortitude to young men, if with a 
ready mind and constancy I suffer an honourable death for the 
most venerable and most holy laws.” And having spoken thus, 
he was forthwith carried to execution. 

And they that led him and had been a little before more mild, 
were changed to wrath for the words he had spoken, which 
they thought were uttered out of arrogancy. But when he was 
now ready to die with the stripes, he groaned, and said, “O 
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Lord, who hast the holy knowledge, thou knowest manifestly 
that whereas I might be delivered from death, I suffer grievous 
pains in body, but in soul am well content to suffer these things 
because I fear thee.” 

Thus did this man die, leaving not only to young men, but 
also to the whole nation the memory of his death for an exam- 
ple of virtue and fortitude. 


72. PRAYERS AND SACRIFICE FOR THE DEAD 


UDAS having gathered together his army came into the 
J city Odollam: and when the seventh day came, they puri- 
fied themselves according to the custom, and kept the sabbath 
in the same place. 

And the day following, Judas came with his company to take 
away the bodies of them that were slain, and to bury them with 
their kinsmen in the sepulchres of their fathers. And they 
found under the coats of the slain some of the donaries of the 
idols of Jamnia which the law forbiddeth to the Jews: so that 
all plainly saw that for this cause they were slain. 

Then they all blessed the just judgment of the Lord who had 
discovered the things that were hidden. And so betaking them- 
selves to prayers, they besought him that the sin which had been 
committed might be forgotten. 

But the most valiant Judas exhorted the people to keep them- 
selves from sin, forasmuch as they saw before their eyes what 
had happened, because of the sins of those that were slain. And 
making a gathering, he sent twelve thousand drachms of silver 
to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the dead, 
thinking well and religiously concerning the resurrection (for 
if he had not hoped that they that were slain should rise again, 
it would have seemed superfluous and vain to pray for the 
dead), and because he considered that they who had fallen 
asleep with godliness, had great grace laid up for them. (It i is 
therefore a holy and wholesome tat to pray for the dead 
that they may be loosed from sins. 3 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 


HE Life of Christ. At the time of the coming of Christ 

the land of the Jews was a Roman province. The old 
territorial divisions, based on tribal differences, had been oblit- 
erated, and four main sections had taken their places. Three of 
these sections were west of the Jordan; Galilee was to the north, 
Judea to the south, and Samaria was between these two. The 
old land of Gilead east of the Jordan was known as Perea. 

Peace was reigning throughout the vast Roman empire, but 
the Jews, like many other subjugated peoples, were groaning 
under the yoke of imperialism. They eagerly awaited the com- 
ing of the Messias who, they believed, would deliver them from 
Roman domination and would usher in a period of national 
glory, such as had characterized the reign of Solomon a thou- 
sand years before. Contrary to all expectations, the Messias 
came quietly and humbly. 

He was born of the Blessed Virgin Mary in a rude stable at 
Bethlehem, a few miles from Jerusalem and passed a secluded 
boyhood in Nazareth, a village of Galilee. He was probably ap- 
prenticed to Joseph, His foster father. We know little of the 
life of Jesus for thirty years. Only once is the silence of that 
long period broken. In His twelfth year the anxious Mary and 
Joseph found Jesus among the doctors in the Temple. 

His entrance into public life was heralded by John the Bap- 
tist, who announced His coming. For three years Christ trav- 
eled the length and breadth of the land, preaching, performing 
miracles, and giving in His own life an example of those 
principles of holy living which have reformed the world, and 
which exercise an ever-potent influence on the lives of men. 
During this short period He laid the foundations of the Church, 
which was to carry on His work after His death. He selected 
twelve apostles who were to deliver His message and to rule 
His Church under the leadership of St. Peter. 

195 


196 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


Our Lord’s ceaseless activity and denunciations of the 
\, formalism which characterized religious observances aroused 
; the envy and hatred of the Jewish leaders. They plotted His 
SS) death and succeeded in persuading an apostle, Judas, to betray 
) Him. Their aim was achieved. After prophesying His suffer- 
ings and final glory, He died on the cross. He arose on the 
third day in proof of His divinity, and for forty days thereafter 
appeared to His disciples, eating and drinking with them, and 
teaching them their duties as leaders of His Church. Then He 
\ \ ascended into Heaven in view of His assembled followers. 
\ The Gospels. The story of His life is told in the four Gos-_ 
\ pels (Anglo-Saxon, god—spell, good tidings). They were 
written by Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. All wrote in the Greek language 
~ of the day with the probable exception of St. Matthew, who 





Palestinian Jews converted to Christianity. 

Hence he places stress upon the proof that_Jesusisthe long 
promised Messias of the Jewish prophecies. Matthew, or Levi, 
“as“he-was~called-before his conversion, was a tax gatherer at 
Capharnaum on Lake Genesareth. He was called to be an 
apostle by Our Lord. Tradition says that he preached the 
Gospel for twelve years in Judea and then went to Ethiopia 
(not African Ethiopia but a land south of the Caspian Sea), 
where he suffered martyrdom. _In church art his symbol is a 
man,_sometimes winged, to denote the prophetic and also the 
human characteristics of his Gospel. Missa 

St. Mark was not an apostle but was a disciple of St. Peter,. 
and his secretary and companion. He wrote his Gospel about 
the year A.D. 50 for_the faithful at Rome, where he labored 
with St. Peter. It is said that he later went to Alexandria, in 
Egypt, where he founded a bishopric. He is venerated as a 
martyr. It is the purpose of his Gospel to show that Christ is 
the Son of God, and since he lays emphasis upon the kingdom 


of Christ his symbol in artis the lion, the king of beasts. 
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St. Luke’s Gospel is noted for its beauty of style and its 
account AO ‘the Blessed_ Virgin. The author was a physician 


“who came from Antioch and became a disciple of Sty Eat. 


Like Mark, he was not an apostle. The two are calléd evangel- 
ists because they wrote of the good tidings (Greek euangelion). 
St. Luke is believed to have written the Acts_of the Apos- 
tles also. He composed his Gospel at Rome while St. Paul was 
captive there (A.D. 61-63) in order to supply the Christians at 
Achaia, Macedonia and Asia Minor with more complete details 
of the life of Christ. St. Paul had preached to those Chris- 
tians, but no Gospel had been written for them. We know noth- 
ing of St. Luke’s later life, but it is believed he suffered 
martyrdom. His symbol is an ox, the victim of Jewish sacri- 
fices, to denote the priestly and sacrificial character of Jesus, 


“which is stressed in St. Luke’s Gospel. 


The last Gospel was written in Ephesus, a city of Asia Minor, 
about the year A.D. 100 by St. John “the beloved disciple.” It 
was composed to prove the divinity of Our Lord, which was 
even then being attacked by heretics and to supplement the 
accounts of the other Gospels. St. John was one of the sons of 
Zebedee and Salome (a relation of the Blessed Virgin) and 
was a brother of St. James the Greater. 

He was born on the shores of Lake Genesareth and in his 
youth became a fisherman. With Andrew, he was the first fol- 
lower of Jesus and enjoyed His intimate personal friendship. 
It was to St. John’s care that the dying Saviour committed 
His Mother. He cherished this sacred trust, remaining with 
Mary at Jerusalem until her death. After laboring with St. 
Peter in Samaria and Judea, he went to Ephesus from which 
place he governed the churches of Asia Minor. 

He was seized during a persecution under the Emperor 
Domitian and died a few years later after a life that had 
reached the century mark. In art his Soaring. genius that carries 
the reader to the very throne of God i is | appropriately Tepre- 
sented oe Us eagle. 
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The Synoptic Problem. One cannot read the first three 
Gospels without observing a remarkable similarity in their con- 
tents and frequently in their language. St. John’s Gospel how- 
ever stands apart. The likenesses have been explained in vari- 
ous ways. Some critics believe that Sts..Matthew, Mark and _ 
Luke wrote from a primitive written source which has been lost. 

Others are of the opinion that they used one another’s writ- 
ings. This is called the synoptic problem (from the Greek syn 
—together, opsis—view). Neither of these theories solves the 
problem-satisfactorily. Catholic scholars incline to the belief 
that there was an oral teaching agreed upon by the apostles to 
aid them in preaching the Faith and that it was to this simple 
account, which they regarded as sacred and not to be tampered 
with, that the three evangelists adhered. 

In this book selections have been made from the four ace 
pels for the life of Our Lord and have been arranged to form 
a continuous narrative. The difficulties incident to the synop- 
tic problem will therefore not be evident to the reader. 

The Acts of the Apostles. The early days of the Church 
are described in the Acts of the Apostles. The propagation of 
the Faith among the Jews of Jerusalem and its neighborhood is 
first chronicled, then the extension of evangelistic activity to 
the Gentiles with the center of labors around Antioch (where 
the followers of Christ were first called Christians) is noted, 
and finally the missionary journeys of St. Paul with Rome as 
the focal city are described. St. Peter plays the chief role in 
the first two parts and St. Paul in the last and longest part. 

The account was written at Rome between the years A.D. 
61-63 probably by St. Luke, the companion of St. Paul. It 
was composed for the Greek-speaking communities amongst 
whom he and St. Paul had labored. The work is invaluable 
as a record of what was done by the apostles after the death 
of Our Lord. Its stirring narrative is written in the beautiful 
diction, clear and condensed, which distinguishes the Gospel of 
the same sacred author. 
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The Epistles. The Acts of the Apostles concerns itself. 
chiefly with the missionary activities of Sts. Peter and Paul and 
describes many of the places which they visited, Churches 
were established, and generally a resident bishop was left in 
charge. As they continued on their journeys, the two apostles 
kept in touch with their foundations, writing to these churches 
epistles, or letters, solving the difficulties inseparable from their 
beginnings, correcting abuses, giving advice to their leaders and 
encouraging their people to persevere in the Faith. 

St. Paul wrote fourteen of these epistles, and from them and 
the account of his labors given us by St. Luke, we can recon- 
struct his vigorous and adventurous life. He was born at 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and named Saul. He was educated in 
Jerusalem by the celebrated doctor of the Jewish Law, Ga- 
maliel, but at the same time earned his livelihood as a tent 
maker. 

He belonged to the sect of the Pharisees who were famous 
for their rigorous interpretation of the Law and notorious for 
their lack of true religious spirit. The Sadducees were more 
liberal in their views, rejected many of the old traditions and 
were looked upon suspiciously by earnest believers as ration- 
alists. Members of both sects were Scribes, or doctors of the 
Law. These sects opposed the claims of Christ and finally suc- 
ceeded in obtaining His arrest and execution. Saul while a 
Pharisee distinguished himself even in that fanatical sect by 
his persecutions of the Christians. 

He was present at the stoning of St. Stephen, the first martyr. 
On a persecuting expedition to Damascus, he was suddenly sur- 
_ prised by a vision of Christ. He became as ardent a Christian 

as he had been a Pharisee, and as a token of his conversjon and 
the purpose of his mission, his name was changed to Paul. He 
was called to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, or non-Jews. 
Four missionary journeys were made by him; the first, A.D. 
45-48, to the southern provinces of Asia Minor; the second 
A.D. 51-54, to Syria, Cilicia, Phrygia, Galatia, Macedonia and 
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Greece. On the third, A.D. 54-58, he revisited the places at 
which he had touched on his second journey and, on his return 
to Jerusalem, was imprisoned by the Jews. 

He appealed to Rome; and after a long journey he arrived 
in that city in A.D. 61. He spent two years in captivity in his 
own lodgings under a guard. Tradition tells us that he took 
a fourth journey from A.D. 64 to A.D. 66 to Spain, and on 
his return voyage he revisited the churches he had founded in 
Asia Minor and was again apprehended. 

He was sent to Rome where his adventurous career was 
brought to an end by martyrdom in A.D. 67. Though not one 
of the twelve, he is called the Apostle of the Gentiles. One 
wonders, even in this fast-moving age, how a man could have 
traveled so far in those days and accomplished so much within 
so short a span of years. 

There are seven other epistles which were written by the 
apostles ; one by St. James, two by St. Peter, three by St. John 
and one by St. Jude. They have been called Catholic epistles 
from the earliest times because they were addressed to several 
churches at once and were intended for wide circulation. The 
term also meant that the epistles were officially accepted as 
authentic, or canonical, books by the Church. 

The Apocalypse. The Sacred Scriptures close with a book 
of revelations written by St. John during his exile in the isle 
of Patmos about the year A.D. 95. It is called the Apocalypse 
(from the Greek, apokalupsis, a disclosure), and is a prophetic 
book of mystery which foretells the future of the Church, her 
struggles, and final victory. Much of the work cannot be under- 
stood today, but as many Old Testament predictions were not 
intelligible until after they had come to pass, so it will be with 
the predictions of the Apocalypse. It contains passages of rare 
beauty and deep significance. As the Bible begins with an ac- 
count of the creation of heaven and earth, so it ends with a 
description of the new heaven and new earth to which all 
faithful Christians look with anticipation and yearning. _ 
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THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO 
THE GOSPELS 


73. PROLOGUE 


ORASMUCH as many have taken in hand to set forth in 
tS order a narration of the things that have been accomplished 
among us, according as they have delivered them unto us, who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word, it seemed good to me also, having diligently attained to 
all things from the beginning, to write to thee in order, most 
excellent Theophilus, that thou mayest know the verity of those 
words in which thou hast been instructed. 


74. THE ANNUNCIATION TO MARY 


And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David, and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel being come in, said 
unto her, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art 
thou among women.” Who having heard, was troubled at his 
saying, and thought with herself what manner of salutation this 
should be. 

And the angel said to her, “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast 
found grace with God. Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb 
and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the most High, 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of David his 
father, and he shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be done, be- 
cause I know not man?” 
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And the angel answering said to her, “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the most High shall over- 
shadow thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold thy cousin 
Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age, and this 
is the sixth month with her that is called barren; because no 
word shall be impossible with God.” 

And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
done to me according to thy word.” And the angel departed 
from her, 


75. THE INCARNATION 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him, and without him was 
made nothing that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men; and the light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
This man came for a witness to give testimony of the light 
that all men might believe through him. He was not the light, 
but was to give testimony of the light. That was the true light 
which enlighteneth every man that cometh into this world. 

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, he gave them 
power to be made the sons of God, to them that believe in his 
name, who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we 
saw his glory, the glory as it were of the only begotten of the 
Father), full of grace and truth. John beareth witness of him, 
and crieth out, saying, “This was he of whom I spoke. He that 
shall come after me, is preferred before me, because he was 
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before me. And of his fulness we all have received, and grace 
for grace. For the law was given by Moses, grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time: 
the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.” 


76. THE VISITATION 


And Mary rising up in those days, went into the hill country 
with haste into a city of Juda. And she entered into the house 
of Zachary and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to pass that 
when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the infant leaped 
in her womb. r 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: and she cried 
out with a loud voice, and said, “Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is 
this to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For behold as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in 
my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed 
art thou that hast believed, because those things shall be accom- 
plished that were spoken to thee by the Lord.” 

And Mary said: 


“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour. 

Because he hath regarded the humility of his handmaid; for 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed. 

Because he that is mighty hath done great things to me; and 
holy is his name. 

And his mercy is from generation unto generations, to them 
that fear him. , 

He hath shewed might in his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the conceit of their heart. 
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted 
the humble. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he 
hath sent empty away. 

He hath received Israel his servant, being mindful of his mercy. 

As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for 
ever.” 


And Mary abode with her about three months, and she re- 
turned to her own house. 


77. BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


Now Elizabeth’s full time of being delivered was come, and 
she brought forth a son. And her neighbours and kinsfolks 
heard that the Lord had shewed his great mercy towards her, 
and they congratulated with her. 

And it came to pass that on the eighth day they came to cir- 
cumcise the child, and they called him by his father’s name 
Zachary. And his mother answering, said, “Not so, but he 
shall be called John.” And they said to her, “There is none 
of thy kindred that is called by this name.” And they made 
signs to his father, how he would have him called. 

And demanding a writing table, he wrote, saying, “John is 
his name.” And they all wondered. And immediately his 
mouth was opened, and his tongue loosed, and he spoke bless- 
ing God. And fear came upon all their neighbours; and all 
these things were noised abroad over all the hill country of 
Judea. And all they that had heard them laid them up in their 
heart, saying, ‘““What an one, think ye, shall this child be? For 
the hand of the Lord was with him.” 

And Zachary his father was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
he prophesied, saying: 
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“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, because he hath visited and 
wrought the redemption of his people: 

And hath raised up an horn of salvation to us, in the house of 
David his servant: 

As he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets, who are from 
the beginning : 

Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 
hate us, 

To perform mercy to our fathers, and to remember his holy 
testament, 

The oath, which he swore to Abraham our father, that he would 
grant to us, 

That being delivered from the hand of our enemies, we may 
serve him without fear, 

In holiness and justice before him all our days. 

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 


ways: 
To give knowledge of salvation to his people, unto the remis- 
sion of their sins: , 


Through the bowels of the mercy of our God, in which the 
Orient from on high hath visited us: 

To enlighten them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death: to direct our feet in the way of peace.” 


And the child grew, and was strengthened in spirit ; and was 
in the deserts until the day of his manifestation to Israel. 


78. AN ANGEL IS SENT TO JOSEPH 


Now the generation of Christ was in this wise. When as 
his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came to- 
gether, she was found with child, of the Holy Ghost. Where- 
upon Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing 
publicly to expose her, was minded to put her away privately. 
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But while he thought on these things, behold the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in his sleep, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son; and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their sins.” 

Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which the 
Lord spoke by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall be with 
child, and bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

And Joseph, rising up from sleep, did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him, and took unto him his wife. 


The Childhood of Christ 


79. HIS BIRTH 


And it came to pass, that in those days there went out a de- 
cree from Cesar Augustus that the whole world should be 
enrolled. This enrolling was first made by Cyrinus, the gov- 
ernor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, every one into his 
own city. 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Beth- 
lehem, because he was of the house and family of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary his espoused wife who was with child. 

And it came to pass, that when they were there, her days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him up in swad- 
dling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds watching, and 
keeping the night watches over their flock. And behold an 
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THE VIRGIN WITH THE CHILD JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST 
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angel of the Lord stood by them, and the brightness of God 
shone round about them; and they feared with a great fear. 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy that shall be to all the people; for this 
day is born to you a Saviour who is Christ the Lord, in the 
city of David. And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall 
find the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly army, praising God, and saying: 


“Glory to God in the highest ; 
And on earth peace to men of good will.” 


And it came to pass, after the angels departed from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem, and let us see this word that is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath shewed to us.” And they came with haste; 
and they found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 


_ manger. 


And seeing, they understood of the word that had been 
spoken to them concerning this child. And all that heard, 
wondered ; and at those things that were told them by the shep- 
herds. But Mary kept all these words, pondering them in her 
heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God, for 
all the things they had heard and seen, as it was told unto 
them. 


80. THE CIRCUMCISION 


And after eight days were accomplished, that the child should 
be circumcised, his name was called Jesus, which was called by 
the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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81. THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE 


And after the days of her purification according to the law” 
of Moses were accomplished, they carried him to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord, as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male opening the womb shall be called holy to the Lord: 
and to offer a sacrifice, according as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

And behold there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon, and 
this man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel; and the Holy Ghost was in him. And he had received 
an answer from the Holy Ghost that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. And he came by 
the Spirit into the temple. And when his parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him according to the custom of the 
law, he also took him into his arms, and blessed God, and said: 
“Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy 

word in peace; 

Because my eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples: 

A light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel.” 

And his father and mother were wondering at those things 
' which were spoken concerning him. 

And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold this child is set for the fall and for the resurrection 
of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be contradicted ; 
and thy own soul a sword shall pierce that out of many hearts 
thoughts may be revealed.” 

And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser; she was far advanced in years, 
and had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity. 
And she was a widow until fourscore and four years; who de- 
parted not from the temple, by fastings and prayers serving 
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night and day. Now she, at the same hour, coming in, con- 
fessed to the Lord, and spoke of him to all that looked for the 
redemption of Israel. RS 

And after they had performed all things according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their city Nazareth. 


82. THE ADORATION OF THE MAGI 


When Jesus therefore was born in Bethlehem of Juda, in the 
days of king Herod, behold, there came wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born king of the 
Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to 
adore him.” 

And king Herod hearing this, was troubled, and all Jertu- 
salem with him. And assembling together all the chief priests 
and the scribes of the people, he inquired of them where Christ 
should be born. But they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Juda. 
For so it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem the 
land of Juda art not the least among the princes of Juda, for 
out of thee shall come forth the captain that shall rule my 
people Israel.” Then Herod, privately calling the wise men, 
learned diligently of them the time of the star which appeared 
to them; and sending them into Bethlehem, said, “Go and 
diligently inquire after the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word again that I also may come and adore 
him.” 

Who having heard the king, went their way; and behold, the 
star which they had seen in the east, went before them until it — 
came and stood over where the child was. And seeing the star 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

And entering into the house, they found the child with Mary 
his mother, and falling down, they adored him; and opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts; gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having received an answer in sleep that they 
should not return to Herod, they went back another way into 
their country. 
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83. THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 


And after they were departed, behold an angel of the Lord 
appeared in sleep to Joseph, saying, “Arise, and take the child 
and his mother, and fly into Egypt: and be there until I shall 
tell thee. For it will come to pass that Herod will seek the 
child to destroy him.” Who arose, and took the child and his 
mother by night, and retired into Egypt; and he was there until 
the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which the Lord 
spoke by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 


84. THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS 


Then Herod perceiving that he was deluded by the wise men, 
was exceeding angry; and sending killed all the men children 
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two 
years old and under, according to the time which he had dili- 
gently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremias the prophet, saying, A voice in Rama 
was heard, lamentation and great mourning; Rachel bewailing 
her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. 


85. THE RETURN FROM EGYPT 


But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared in sleep to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, and take the 
child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel, for they 
are dead that sought the life of the child.” Who arose, and 
took the child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
But hearing that Archelaus reigned in Judea in the room of 
Herod his father, he was afraid to go thither : and being warned 
in sleep retired into the quarters of Galilee. 

And coming he dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might 
be fulfilled which was said by the prophets that he shall be called 
a Nazarene. 
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86. THE FINDING OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


is. 

And the child grew and waxed strong, full of wisdom, and 
the grace of God was in him. And his parents went every year 
to Jerusalem at the solemn day of the pasch. And when he was 
twelve years old, they going up into Jerusalem, according to the 
custom of the feast, and having fulfilled the days, when they 
returned, the child Jesus remained in Jerusalem; and his par- 
ents knew it not. And thinking that he was in the company, 
they came a day’s journey, and sought him among their kins- 
folks and acquaintance. And not finding him, they returned 
into Jerusalem, seeking him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, hearing them and 
asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished 
at his wisdom and his answers. And seeing him, they won- 
dered. And his mother said to him, “Son, why hast thou done 
so to us? behold thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.” 

And he said to them, “How is it that you sought me? did you 
not know that I must be about my father’s business ?” And 
they understood not the word that he spoke unto them. 

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject to them. And his mother kept all these words in 
her heart. And Jesus advanced in. wisdom, and age, and grace 


with God and men. coy 
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The Public Life 


87. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 


ND as the people were of opinion, and all were thinking in 
their hearts of John that perhaps he might be the Christ, 
John answered, saying unto all, “I indeed baptize you with 
water, but there shall come one mightier than I, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to loose; he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his barn; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ And many 
other things exhorting, did he preach to the people. 

But Herod, the tetrarch, when he was reproved by him for 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod 
had done, he added this also above all, and shut up John in 
prison. 

Now it came to pass, when all the people were baptized, that 
Jesus also being baptized and praying, heaven was opened ; and 
the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, as a dove upon 
him; and a voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased.” 

And Jesus himself was beginning about the age of thirty 
years, being (as it was supposed) the son of Joseph. 


88. THE MARRIAGE FEAST AT CANA 


And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. And Jesus also was in- 
vitéd, and his disciples to the marriage. 

And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to him, “They 
have no wine.” And Jesus saith to her, “Woman, what is that 
to me and to thee? my hour is not yet come.” His mother 
saith to the waiters, “Whatsoever he shall say to you, do ye.” 
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Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according 
to the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or 
three measures apiece. Jesus saith to them, “Fill the waterpots 
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And Jesus 
saith to them, “Draw out now, and carry to the chief steward 
of the feast.” And they carried it. 

And when the chief steward had tasted the water made wine, 
and knew not whence it was, but the waiters knew who had 
drawn the water, the chief steward calleth the bridegroom, and 
saith to him, “Every man at first setteth forth good wine, and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is worse. But thou 
hast kept the good wine until now.” 

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee ; and 
manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in him. 


89. THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES 


And it came to pass that when the multitudes pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gene- 
sareth, and saw two ships standing by the lake; but the fisher- 
men were gone out of them and were washing their nets. And 
going into one of the ships that was Simon’s, he desired him to 
draw back a little from the land. And sitting he taught the 
multitudes out of the ship. 

Now when he had ceased to speak, he said to Simon, “Launch 
out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” And 
Simon answering said to him, “Master, we have laboured all 
the night and have taken nothing, but at thy word I will let 
down the net.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a 
very great multitude of fishes, and their net broke. And they 
beckoned to their partners that were in the other ship that they 
should come and help them. And they came, and filled both 
the ships, so that they were almost sinking. 

Which when Simon Peter saw, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful maz, “O: Lord” 
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For he was wholly astonished, and all that were with him, at 
the draught of the fishes which they had taken. And so were 
also James and John the sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s 
partners. And Jesus saith to Simon, “Fear not, from hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men.” 

And having brought their ships to land, leaving all things, 
they followed him. 


90. THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT 


And they entered into Capharnaum, and forthwith upon the 
sabbath days going into the synagogue, he taught them. And 
they were astonished at his doctrine, for he was teaching them 
as one having power and not as the scribes. 

And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit ; and he cried out, saying, ‘““What have we to do with thee, 
Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know who 
thou art, the Holy One of God.” And Jesus threatened him, 
saying, “Speak no more, and go out of the man.” And the 
unclean spirit tearing him, and crying out with a loud voice, 
went out of him. 

And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, “What thing is this? what is this 
new doctrine? for with power he commandeth even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” And the fame of him was spread 
forthwith into all the country of Galilee. 


91. THE CHOOSING OF THE TWELVE 


And going up into a mountain, he called unto him whom he 
would himself: and they came to him. And he made that 
twelve should be with him, and that he might send them to 
preach. And he gave them power to heal sicknesses and to cast 
out devils. 


The 
Beatitudes 
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And, to Simon he gave the name Peter: and James the son 
of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he named them 
Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: and Andrew and 
Philip, and Bartholomew and Matthew, and Thomas and 
James of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Cananean: 
and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 


92. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom: and healing 
all manner of sickness and every infirmity, among the people. 
And his fame went throughout all Syria, and they presented to 
him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and tor- 
ments, and such as were possessed by devils, and lunatics, and 
those that had the palsy, and he cured them. And much people 
followed him from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. And 
seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain, and when 
he was set down, his disciples came unto him, And opening 
his mouth, he taught them, saying: 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. l 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land, 

Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice, for they 
shall have their fill. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God. 

Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Blessed are ye when they shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and speak all that is evil against you, untruly, for my 
sake. Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great 
in heaven. For so they persecuted the prophets that were 
before you. 


“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt lose its savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? It is good for nothing any more 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden on by men. You are the 
light of the world. A city seated on a mountain cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, but 
upon a candlestick that it may shine to all that are in the house. 
So let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. . 

“You have heard that it was said to them of old, Thou shalt 
not kill. And whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment. But I say to you that whosoever is angry with his 
brother, shall be in danger of the judgment. And whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council. 
And whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire. 

“Tf therefore thou offer thy gift at the altar, and there thou 
remember that thy brother hath anything against thee, leave 
there thy offering before the altar, and go first to be reconciled 
to thy brother: and then coming thou shalt offer thy gift. Be 
at agreement with thy adversary betimes, whilst thou art in the 
way with him: lest perhaps the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast 
into prison. Amen I say to thee, thou shalt not go out from 
thence till thou repay the last farthing. 

“You have heard that it was said to them of old, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery. But I say to you that whosoever shall 
look on a woman to lust after her, hath already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. And if thy right eye scandalize 
thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee, for it is expedient for 
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thee that one of thy members should perish rather than that 
thy whole body be cast into hell. And if thy right hand scan- 


~ dalize thee, cut it off and cast it from thee, for it is expedient 


Almsgiv- 
ing and 
Prayer 


for thee that one of thy members should perish rather than that 
thy whole body go into hell. 
feAnd it hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 

let him give her a bill of divorce. }\But I say to you that .who- 
soever shall put away his wife, excepting for the cause of for- 
nication, maketh her to commit adultery; and he that shall 
marry her that is put away, committeth adultery). os 

“You have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you not to resist evil: 
but if one strike thee on thy right cheek, turn to him also the 
other. And if a man will contend with thee in judgment, and 
take away thy coat, let go thy cloak also unto him. And who- 
soever will force thee one mile, go with him other two. Give 
to him that asketh of thee, and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not away. 

“You have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thy enemy. But I say to you, Love your 
enemies ; do good to them that hate you; and pray for them that 


persecute and calumniate you, that you may be the children of 


your Father who is in heaven, who maketh his sun to rise upon 
the good, and bad, and raineth upon the just and the un- 
fastecess, 3 

“Take heed that you do not your justice before men to be 
seen by them; otherwise you shall not have a reward of your 
Father who is in heaven. Therefore when thou dost an alms- 
deed, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honoured 
by men. Amen I say to you, they have received their reward. 
But when thou dost alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doth. That thy alms may be in secret, and thy 
Father who seeth in secret will repay thee. . . . 

“And when you are praying, speak not much, as the heathens. 
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For they think that in their much speaking they may be heard. 
Be not you therefore like to them, for your Father knoweth 
what is needful for you before you ask him. Thus therefore 
shall you pray: 


Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. ms ee ai 


Give us this day our supersubstantial bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. 
; pee 7 LRe 

And lead us not into temptation. 

But deliver us from evil. Amen... . 


“Lay not up to yourselves treasures on earth, where the rust 
and moth consume, and where thieves break through and steal. 
But lay up to yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither the 
rust nor moth doth consume, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal. For where thy treasure is, there is thy heart 
ISOs sus. « 

“No man can serve two masters. For either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will sustain the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon, 

“Therefore I say to you, be not solicitous for your life, what 
you shall eat, nor for your body, what you shall put on. Is 
not the life more than the meat, and the body more than the 
raiment? Behold the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor 
do they reap nor gather into barns: and your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are not you of much more value than they? ... 

“And for raiment why are you solicitous? Consider the lilies 
of the field how they grow; they labour not, neither do they 
spin. But I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory 
was arrayed as one of these. And if the grass of the field, 
which is to day, and to morrow is cast into the oven, God doth 
so clothe: how much more you, O ye of little faith? 

“Be not solicitous therefore, saying, What shall we eat, or 
what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed? For 
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after all these things do the heathens seek. For your Father 
knoweth that you have need of all these things. Seek ye there- 
fore first the kingdom of God and his justice, and all these 
things shall be added unto you. Be not therefore solicitous for 
to morrow, for the morrow will be solicitous for itself. Suff- 
cient for the day is the evil thereof. 

“Judge not, that you may not be judged. For with what 
judgment you judge, you shall be judged: and with what 
measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again. And 
why seest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye; and seest 
not the beam that is in thy own eye? Or how sayest thou to 
thy brother, Let me cast the mote out of thy eye; and behold, 
a beam is in thy own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the 
beam out of thy own eye, and then shalt thou see to cast the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye. . . . 

“Ask, and it shall be given you: seek and you shall find: 
knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone that asketh, 
receiveth ; and he that seeketh, findeth: and to him that knock- 
eth, it shall be opened. . . . 

“Beware of false prophets who come to you in the clothing 
of sheep, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. By their 
fruits you shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit, and the evil tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can an evil tree bring 
forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, 
shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire. Wherefore 
by their fruits you shall know them. 

“Not everyone that saith to me, Lord, Lord! shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doth the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
not we prophesied in thy name, and cast out devils in thy name, 
and done many miracles in thy name? And then will I profess 
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unto them I never knew you; depart from me, you that work 
iniquity. 

“Everyone therefore that heareth these my words, and doth 
them, shall be likened to a wise man that built his house upon 
a rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and they beat upon that house, and it fell not, for it was 
founded on a rock. And everyone that heareth these my words, 
and doth them not, shall be like a foolish man that built his 
house upon the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and they beat upon that house, and it fell, 
and great was the fall thereof.” 

And it came to pass when Jesus had fully ended these words, 
the people were in admiration at his doctrine, for he was teach- 
ing them as one having power, and not as the scribes and 
Pharisees. 


93. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


And again he began to teach by the sea side; and a great 
multitude was gathered together unto him, so that he went up 
into a ship, and sat in the sea; and all the multitude was upon 
the land by the sea side. And he taught them many things in 
parables, and said unto them in his doctrine : 

“Hear ye. Behold, the sower went out to sow. And while 
he sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the birds of the air 
came and ate it up. And other some fell upon stony ground 
where it had not much earth; and it shot up immediately, be- 
cause it had no depth of earth. 

“And when the sun was risen, it was scorched; and because 
it had no root, it withered away. And some fell among thorns ; 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 
And some fell upon good ground; and brought forth fruit that 
grew up, and increased and yielded, one thirty, another sixty, 
and another a hundred.” And he said, “He that hath ears to 


hear, let him hear.” 
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And when he was alone, the twelve that were with him asked 
him the parable. And he said to them, “To you it is given to 
know the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to them that are 
without, all things are done in parables, that seeing they may 
see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not un- 
derstand ; lest at any time they should be converted, and their 
sins should be forgiven them.” 

And he saith to them, “Are you ignorant of this parable? and 
how shall you know all parables? He that soweth, soweth the 
word. And these are they by the way side where the word is 
sown, and as soon as they have heard, immediately Satan cometh 
and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. And 
these likewise are they that are sown on the stony ground, who 
when they have heard the word immediately receive it with joy. 

“And they have no root in themselves, but are only for a 
time: and then when tribulation and persecution ariseth for the 
word they are presently scandalized. And others there are who 
are sown ainong thorns: these are they that hear the word; and 
the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
lusts after other things entering in, choke the word, and it is 
made fruitless. And these are they who are sown upon the 
good ground, who hear the word and receive it and _ yield fruit, 
the one thirty, another sixty, and another a hundred.” 

And he said to them, “Doth a candle come in to be put under 
a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick ? 
For there is nothing hid which shall not be made manifest ; 
neither was it made secret but that it may come abroad. If 
any man have ears to hear, let him hear.” 

And he said to them, “Take heed what you hear. In what 
measure you shall mete, it shall be measured to you again, and 
more shall be given to you. For he that hath, to him shall be 
given; and he that hath not, that also which he hath shall be 
taken away from him.” 
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94. THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE LOAVES 


After these things, Jesus went over the sea of Galilee which 
is that of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, be- 
cause they saw the miracles which he did on them that were 
diseased. Jesus therefore went up into a mountain, and there 
he sat with his disciples. , 

Now the pasch, the festival day of the Jews, was near at 
hand. When Jesus therefore had lifted up his eyes, and seen 
that a very great multitude cometh to him, he said to Philip, 
“Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?’ And this 
he said to try him, for he himself knew what he would do. 
Philip answered him, “Two hundred pennyworth of bread is 
not sufficient for them, that everyone may take a little.” 

One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, 
saith to him, ‘There is a boy here that hath five barley loaves 
and two fishes; but what are these among so many?’ Then 
Jesus said, “Make the men sit down.” Now there was much 
grass in the place. The men therefore sat down, in number 
about five thousand. 

And Jesus took the loaves: and when he had given thanks, 
he distributed to them that were set down. In like manner 
also of the fishes, as much as they would. And when they were 
filled, he said to his disciples, “Gather up the fragments that 
remain lest they be lost.” They gathered up therefore, and 
filled baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which 
remained over and above to them that had eaten. 

Now those men, when they had seen what a miracle Jesus 
had done, said, “This is of a truth the prophet that is to come 
into the world.” Jesus therefore when he knew that they 
would come to take him by force and make him king, fled again 
into the mountain himself alone, 
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95. CHRIST WALKS UPON THE SEA 


And when evening was come, his disciples went down to the 
sea. And when they had gone up into a ship, they went over 
the sea to Capharnaum; and it was now dark, and Jesus was 
not come unto them. And the sea arose by reason of a great 
wind that blew. When they had rowed therefore about five 
and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking upon the 
sea, and drawing nigh to the ship, and they were afraid. But 
he saith to them, “It is I, be not afraid.” They were willing 
therefore to take him into the ship; and presently the ship was 
at the land to which they were going. 


96. THE BREAD OF LIFE 


The next day the multitude that stood on the other side of 
the sea saw that there was no other ship there but one, and that 
Jesus had not entered into the ship with his disciples, but that 
his disciples were gone away alone. But other ships came in 
from Tiberias, nigh unto the place where they had eaten the 
bread, the Lord giving thanks. When therefore the multitude 
saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they took ship- 
ping, and came to Capharnaum seeking for Jesus. 

And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, 
they said to him, “Rabbi, when camest thou hither ?” Jesus 
answered them, and said, “Amen, amen I say to you, you seek 
me, not because you have seen miracles, but because you did 
eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that which endureth unto life ever- 
lasting, which the Son of man will give you. For him hath 
God, the Father, sealed.” 

They said therefore unto him, “What shall we do that we 
may work the works of God?” Jesus answered, and-said to 
them. “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom 
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he hath sent.” They said therefore to him, ‘‘What sign there- : 


fore dost thou shew that we may see and may believe thee? 
What dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert, as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen I say to you, Moses 
gave you not bread from heaven, but my Father giveth you 
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that 
which cometh down from heaven and giveth life to the world.” 
They said therefore unto him, “Lord give us always this bread.” 

And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he that 
cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth in me shall 
never thirst. But I said unto you, that you also have seen me, 
and you believe not. All that the Father giveth to me shail 
come to me; and him that cometh to me I will not cast out. 
Because I came down from heaven, not to do my own will but 
the will of him that sent me. Now this is the will of the 
Father who sent me: that of all that he hath given me, I should 
lose nothing ; but should raise it up again in the last day. And 
this is the will of my Father that sent me: that everyone who 
seeth the Son and believeth in him, may have life everlasting, 
and I will raise him up in the last day.” 

The Jews therefore murmured at him because he had said, 
“T am the living bread which came down from heaven.” And 
they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How then saith he, I came down from 
heaven?” 

Jesus therefore answered, and said to them, “Murmur not 
among yourselves. No man can come to me except the Father, 
who hath sent me, draw him; and I will raise him up on the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be 
taught of God. Everyone that hath heard of the Father, and 
hath learned, cometh to me. Not that any man hath seen the 
Father; but he who is of God, he hath seen the Father. 

“Amen, amen I say unto you, he that believeth in me hath 
everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers did eat 
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manna in the desert, and are dead. This is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven; that if any man eat of it, he may 
not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven. 
If any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” 

The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, “How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat?” Then Jesus said to 
them, “Amen, amen I say unto you, except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of man and drink his blood, you shall not have life 
in you. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath 
everlasting life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 

“For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in me 
and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live 
by the Father; so he that eateth me, the same also shall live 
by me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Not 
as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth 
this bread shall live for ever.” These things he said, teaching 
in the synagogue in Capharnaum. 

Many therefore of his disciples hearing it, said, “This 
saying is hard, and who can hear it?” But Jesus knowing in 
himself that his disciples murmured at this, said to them, “Doth 
this scandalize you? If then you shall see the Son of man 
ascend up where he was before? It is the spirit that quick- 
eneth, the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you 
that believe not.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
they were that did not believe, and who he was that would be- 
tray him. And he said, “Therefore did I say to you that no 
man can come to me unless it be given him by my Father.” 

After this many of his disciples went back and walked no 
more with him. Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Will you also 
go away?” And Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we have 
believed, and have known, that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God.” 
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97. HEALING THE DEAF AND DUMB MAN 


And again going out of the coasts of Tyre, he came by Sidon 
to the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of De- 
capolis. And they bring to him one deaf and dumb, and they 
besought him that he would lay his hand upon him, 

And taking him from the multitude apart, he put his fingers 
into his ears, and spitting, he touched his tongue. And looking 
up to heaven, he groaned, and said to him, “Ephpheta,” which 
is, Be thou opened. And immediately his ears were opened, 
and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke right. 
And he charged them that they should tell no man. But the 
more he charged them, so much the more a great deal did they 
publish it. And so much more did they wonder, saying, “He 
hath done all things well; he hath made both the deaf to hear 
and the dumb to speak.” 


98. PETER’S CONFESSION 


And Jesus came into the quarters of Cesarea Philippi, and 
he asked his disciples, saying, “Who do men say that the Son 
of man is?’ But they said, “Some John the Baptist, and other 
some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” 
Jesus saith to them, “But who do you say that Iam?” Simon 
Peter answered and said, “Thou art Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 

- And Jesus answering, said to him, “Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-Jona: because flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I say to thee, that thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give to 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou 
shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in 
heaven.” 
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99. THE TRANSFIGURATION 


oe 

And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter and James 
and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by 
themselves, and was transfigured before them. And his gar- 
ments became shining and exceeding white as snow, so as no 
fuller upon earth can make white. And there appeared to them 
Elias with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. 

And Peter answering, said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for 
us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” For he knew not what 
he said, for they were struck with fear. And there was a cloud 
overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 
“This is my most beloved son; hear ye him.” And immediately 
looking about, they saw no man any more, but Jesus only with 
them. , 

And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them 
not to tell any man what things they had seen till the Son of 
man shall be risen again from the dead. And they kept the 
word to themselves, questioning together what that should 
mean, when he shall be risen from the dead. 


100. THE MAN BORN BLIND 


And Jesus passing by saw-a man who was blind from his 
birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who hath sinned, 
this man or his parents that he should be born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither hath this man sinned nor his parents, but 
that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I 
must work the works of him that sent me whilst it is day: the 
night cometh when no man can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 

When he had said these things, he spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and spread the clay upon his eyes, and 
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said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloe,” which is inter- 
preted, Sent. He went therefore, and washed, and he came 
seeing. 

The neighbours therefore, and they who had seen him before 
that he was a beggar, said, “Is not this he that sat and begged ?” 
Some said, “This is he.” But others said, “No, but he is like 
him.” But he said, “I am he.” They said therefore to him, 
“How were thy eyes opened?’ He answered, “That man that 
is called. Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes, and said to 
me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloe and wash.’ And I went, I washed, 
and I see.” And they said to him, ‘Where is he?” He saith, 
“T know not.” 

They bring him that had been blind to the Pharisees. Now 
it was the sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his 
eyes. Again therefore the Pharisees asked him how he had 
received his sight. But he said to them, “He put clay upon my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some therefore of the Phari- 
sees said, “This man is not of God who keepeth not the sab- 
bath.” But others said, “How can a man that is a sinner do 
such miracles?” And there was a division among them. They 
say therefore to the blind man again, “What sayest thou of him 
that hath opened thy eyes?” And he said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews then did not believe concerning him, that he had 
been blind and had received his sight, until they called the par- 
ents of him that had received his sight, and asked them, saying, 
“Is this your son who you say was born blind? How then doth 
he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know 
that this is our son and that he was born blind: but how he now 
seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: 
ask himself; he is of age, let him speak for himself.” 

These things his parents said because they feared the Jews, 
for the Jews had already agreed among themselves that if any 
man should confess him to be Christ he should be put out of 
the synagogue. Therefore did his parents say, “He is of age, 
ask himself.” 
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They therefore called the man again that had been blind, and 
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a 
sinner.” He said therefore to them, “If he be a singer, I know 
not: one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” 
They said then to him, “What did he to thee? How did he 
open thy eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already 
and you have heard: why would you hear it again? will you 
also become his disciples?” They reviled him therefore and 
said, “Be thou his disciple; but we are disciples of Moses. We 
know that God spoke to Moses: but as to this man, we know 
not from whence he is.” 

The man answered and said to them, “Why, herein is a won- 
derful thing, that you know not from whence he is, and he hath 
opened my eyes. Now we know that God doth not hear sin- 
ners; but if a man be a server of God and doth his will, him 
he heareth. From the beginning of the world it hath not been 
heard that any man hath opened the eyes of one born blind. 
Unless this man were of God he could not do any thing.” They 
answered and said to him, “Thou wast wholly born in sins, and 
dost thou teach us?” And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out: and when he had 
found ,him, he said to him, “Dost thou believe in the Son of 
God?” He answered and said to him, “Who is he, Lord, that 
I may believe in him?’ And Jesus said to him, “Thou hast 
both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.” And he 
said, “TI believe, Lord.” And falling down, he adored him. 

And Jesus said, “For judgment I am come into this world, 
that they who see not, may see; and they who see, may become 
blind.” And some of the Pharisees who were with him heard, 
and they said unto him, “Are we also blind ?” Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you should not have sin, but now 
_ you say, “We see!’ Your sin remaineth,” 
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101, THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


Jesus said, “Amen, amen I say to you, he that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold but climbeth up another way, the 
same'is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth, 
and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep by 
name and leadeth them out. 

“And when he hath let out his own sheep, he goeth before 
them: and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
But a stranger they follow not, but fly from him, because they 
know not the voice of strangers.” 

This proverb Jesus spoke to them. But they understood not 
what he spoke to them. Jesus therefore said to them again, 
“Amen, amen I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
others, as many as have come, are thieves and robbers, and the 
sheep heard them not. I am the door. By me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved; and he shall go in and go out, and shall 
find pastures. The thief cometh not but for to steal and to 
kill and to destroy. I am come that they may have life, and 
may have it more abundantly. 

“TI am the good shepherd. The good shepherd giveth his life 
for his sheep. But the hireling and he that is not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth 
the sheep and flieth; and the wolf catcheth and scattereth the 
sheep: and the hireling flieth, because he is a hireling, and he 
hath no care for the sheep. 

“T am the good shepherd, and I know mine,:and mine know 
me. As the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for my sheep. And other sheep I have that 
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd. 
Therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life 
that I may take it again. No man taketh it away from me; 
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but I lay it down of myself, and I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father.” 4 

A dissension rose again among the Jews for these words. 
And many of them said, “He hath a devil and is mad: why hear 
you him?” Others said, “These are not the words of one that 
hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?” 


102. THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


And behold a certain lawyer stood up, tempting him, and 
saying, “Master, what must I do to possess eternal life?” But 
he said to him, ‘““What is written in the law ? how readest thou 2?” 
He answering said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind: and thy neighbour as thyself.” 

And he said to him, “Thou hast answered right; this do, and 
thou shalt live.” But he willing to justify himself, said to 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” And Jesus answering, 
said, “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
fell among robbers who also stripped him, and having wounded 
him went away, leaving him half dead. And it chanced that 
a certain priest went down the same way; and seeing him, 
passed by. And in like manner also, a Levite, when he was 
near the place and saw him, passed by. 

“But a certain Samaritan being on his journey, came near 
him ; and seeing him, was moved with compassion. And going 
up to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine ; and 
setting him upon his own beast, brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. And the next day he took out two pence, and 
gave to the host, and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou shalt spend over and above, I at my return will repay thee.’ 

“Which of these three in thy opinion was neighbour to him 
that fell among the robbers?” But he said, “He that shewed 
mercy to him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go, and do thou in 
like manner.” 
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103. THE PRODIGAL SON 


And he said, “A certain man had two sons. And the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of sub- 
stance that falleth to me.’ And he divided unto them his sub- 
stance. 

“And not many days after, the younger son, gathering all 
together, went abroad into a far country, and there wasted his 
substance, living riotously. And after he had spent all, there 
came a mighty famine in that country, and he began to be in 
want. And he went and cleaved to one of the citizens of that 
country. And he sent him into his farm to feed swine. And 
he would fain have filled his belly with the husks the swine did 
eat; and no man gave unto him. 

“And returning to himself, he said, ‘How many hired serv- 
ants in my father’s house abound with bread, and I here perish 
with hunger? I will arise, and will go to my father, and say 
to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; 
I am not worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy 
hired servants.’ 

“And rising up he came to his father. And when he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and was moved with 
compassion, and running to him fell upon his neck and kissed 
him, And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee; I am not now worthy to be called 
thy son.’ 

“And the father said to his servants, ‘Bring forth quickly the 
first robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, 
and let us eat and make merry, because this my son was dead, 
and is come to life again, was lost, and is found.” And they 
began to be merry. 

“Now his elder son was.in the field, and when he came and 
drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing: and he 
called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 
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And he said to him, ‘Thy brother is come, and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe.’ 

“And he was angry, and would not go in. His father there- 
fore, coming out, began to entreat him. And he ‘answering, 
said to his father, “Behold, for so many yéars do I serve thee, 
and I have never transgressed thy commandment, and yet thou 
hast never given me a kid to make merry with my friends: but 
as soon as this thy son is come who hath devoured his substance 
. . . thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.’ But he said to 
him, ‘Son, thou art always with me, and all I have is thine. 
But it was fit that we should make merry and be glad, for this 
thy brother was dead and is come to life again; he was lost 
and is found.’ ” 


104. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 


Jesus said, ‘“There was a certain rich man who was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and feasted sumptuously every day. 
And there was a certain beggar, named Lazarus, who lay at his 
gate, full of sores, desiring to be filled with the crumbs that fell 
from the rich man’s table; and no one did give him; moreover, 
the dogs came and licked his sores. 

“And it came to pass that the beggar died and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom. And the rich man also died; 
and he was buried in hell. And lifting up his eyes when he 
was in torments, he saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom: and he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water to cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.’ 

“And Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that thou didst 
receive good things in thy lifetime, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things, but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And 
besides all this, between us and you there is fixed a great chaos, 
so that they who would pass from hence to you, cannot, nor 
from thence come hither.’ 
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“And he said, ‘Then, father, I beseech thee that thou wouldst 
send him to my father’s house, for I have five brethren, that he 
may testify unto them lest they also come into this place of 
torments.’ And Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and 
the prophets, let them hear them.’ But he said, ‘No, father 
Abraham, but if one went to them from the dead they will do 
penance.” And he said to him, ‘If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they believe if one rise again from 
the dead.’ ” 


105. THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN 


And to some who trusted in themselves as just and despised 
others, he spoke also this parable: “Two men went up into the 
temple to pray, the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

“The Pharisee standing, prayed thus with himself, ‘O God, I 
give thee thanks that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, as also is this publican. I fast twice in a 
week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not so much as lift up his eyes towards 
heaven, but struck his breast, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to 
me a sinner.’ I say to you, this man went down into his house 
justified rather than the other, because everyone that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled, and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.” 


106. CHRIST’S LOVE FOR CHILDREN 


And they brought unto him also infants that he might touch 
them. Which when the disciples saw, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus, calling them together, said, “Suffer children to come to 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Amen, I say to you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a child, shall not enter into it.” 
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107. THE RICH YOUNG MAN 


BS 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, “Good master, what 
shall I do to possess everlasting life?” And Jesus said to him, 
“Why dost thou call me good? None is good but God alone. 
Thou knowest the commandments, Thou shalt not kill; Thou 
shalt not commit adultery; Thou shalt not steal; Thou shalt not 
bear false witness; Honour thy father and mother.” 

Who said, “All these things have I kept from my youth.” 

Which when Jesus had heard, he said to him, “Yet one thing 
is wanting to thee; sell all whatever thou hast and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me.” He having heard these things, became sorrowful, for he 
was very rich. 

And Jesus seeing him become sorrowful, said, “How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God. For 
it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” And they 
that heard it, said, “Who then can be saved?” He said to 
them, “The things that are impossible with men are possible 
with God.” 

Then Peter said, “Behold we have left all things, and have 
followed thee.” Who said to them, “Amen, I say to you, there 
is no man that hath left house or parents or brethren or wife 
or children for the kingdom of God’s sake who shall not re- 
ceive much more in this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting.” 


108. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 


Now there was a certain man sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethania, of the town of Mary and of Martha her sister. (And 
Mary was she that anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
his feet with her hair: whose brother Lazarus was sick.) His 


THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 239 


sisters therefore sent to him, saying; “Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick.” And Jesus hearing it, said to them, “This 
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God may be glorified by it.” 

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister Mary and Lazarus. 
When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he still remained 
in the same place two days. Then after that, he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go into Judea again.” The disciples say to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews but now sought to stone thee: and goest 
thou thither again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of the day? If aman walk in the day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world: but if he walk in the 
night, he stumbleth, because the light is not in him.” 

These things he said; and after that he said to them, “Laz- 
arus our friend sleepeth, but I go that I may awake him out 
of sleep.” His disciples therefore said, “Lord, if he sleep, he 
shall do well.’ But Jesus spoke of his death, and they thought 
that he spoke of the repose of sleep. Then therefore Jesus said 
to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your 
sakes that I was not there, that you may believe: but let us go 
to him.” Thomas, therefore, who is called Didymus, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go that we may die with him.” 

Jesus therefore came, and found that he had been four days 
already in the grave. (Now Bethania was near Jerusalem, 
about fifteen furlongs off.) And many of the Jews were come 
to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 
Martha, therefore, as soon as she heard that Jesus was come, 
went to meet him: but Mary sat at home. 

Martha therefore said to Jesus, “Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. But now also I know that what- 
soever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it to thee.” Jesus 
saith to her, “Thy brother shall rise again.” Martha saith to 
him, “I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
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life: he that believeth in me, although he be dead, shall live: and 
everyone that liveth, and believeth in me, shall not die for ever, 
Believest thou this?” She saith to him, “Yea, Lord, I have be- 
lieved that thou art Christ, the Son of the living God, who art 
come into this world.” 

And when she had said these things, she went, and called her 
sister Mary secretly, saying, “The master is come and calleth 
for thee.” She, as soon as she heard this, riseth quickly, and 
cometh to him. For Jesus was not yet come into the town, but 
he was still in that place where Martha had met him. 

The Jews therefore, who were with her in the house, and 
comforted her, when they saw Mary that she rose up speedily 
and went out, followed her, saying, “She goeth to the grave to 
weep there.” When Mary therefore was come where Jesus 
was, seeing him, she fell down at his feet, and saith to him, 
“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 

Jesus, therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews 
that were come with her, weeping, groaned in the spirit, and 
troubled himself, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
say to him, “Lord, come and see.” And Jesus wept. The 
Jews therefore said, “Behold how he loved him.” But some of 
them said, “Could not he that opened the eyes of the man born 
blind, have caused that this man should not die?” 

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself, cometh to the 
sepulchre. Now it was a cave; and a stone was laid over it. 
Jesus saith, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him 
that was dead, saith to him, “Lord, by this time he stinketh, 
for he is now of four days.” Jesus saith to her, “Did not I 
say to thee, that if thou believe, thou shalt see the glory of God ?” 

They took therefore the stone away. And Jesus lifting up 
his eyes, said, “Father, I give thee thanks that thou hast heard 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always; but because of 
the people who stand about have I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” When he had said these things, he 
cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And presently 
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he that had been dead came forth, bound feet and hands with 
winding bands; and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” Many there- 
fore of the Jews who were come to Mary and Martha, and had 
seen the things that Jesus did, believed in him. 


109. THE TRIBUTE MONEY 


Then the Pharisees going, consulted among themselves how to 
insnare him in his speech. And they sent to him their disciples 
with the Herodians, saying, ‘““Master, we know that thou art a 
true speaker, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest 
thou for any man, for thou dost not regard the person of men. 
Tell us therefore, what dost thou think, is it lawful to give 
tribute to Cesar or not?” 

But Jesus knowing their wickedness, said, “Why do you 
tempt me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the coin of the tribute.” 
And they offered him a penny. And Jesus saith to them, 
“Whose image and inscription is this?” They say to him, 
“Ceesar’s.”” Then he saith to them, ‘‘Render therefore to Czsar 
the things that are Czsar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 

And hearing this they wondered, and leaving him, went their 
ways. 


110. THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH VIRGINS 


Jesus said, ‘“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be like to ten 
virgins, who taking their lamps went out to meet the bride- 
groom and the bride. And five of them were foolish, and five 
wise. But the five foolish, having taken their lamps, did not 
take oil with them; but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
the lamps. 

“And the bridegroom tarrying, they all slumbered and slept. 
And at midnight there was a cry made, ‘Behold the bridegroom 
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cometh, go ye forth to meet him!’ Then all those virgins arose 
and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out” The wise 
answered, saying, ‘Lest perhaps there be not enough for us 
and for you, go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for your- 
selves.’ 

“Now whilst they went to buy, the bridegroom came: and 
they that were ready, went in with him to the marriage, and 
the door was shut. But at last came also the other virgins, 
saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he answering said, 
‘Amen I say to you, I know you not.’ 

“Watch ye therefore, because you know not the day nor the 
hour.” 


111. THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 


Jesus said, “For even as a man going into a far country called 
his servants, and delivered to them his goods; and to one he 
gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one, to 
every one according to his proper ability: and immediately he 
took his journey. 

“And he that had received the five talents, went his way, and 
traded with the same, and gained other five. And in like man- 
ner he that had received the two, gained other two. But he that 
had received the one, going his way digged into the earth, and 
hid his lord’s mofiey. 

“But after a long time the lord of those servants came and 
reckoned with them. And he that had received the five talents 
coming, brought other five talents, saying, ‘Lord, thou didst 
deliver to me five talents; behold I have gained other five over 
and above.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant, because thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will place thee over many things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord.’ 
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“And he also that had received the two talents came and said, 
‘Lord, thou deliveredst two talents to me; behold I have gained 
other two.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant; because thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will place thee over many things; enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord.’ 

“But he that had received the one talent, came and said, 
‘Lord, I know that thou art a hard man; thou reapest where 
thou hast not sown, and gatherest where thou hast not strewed. 
And being afraid I went and hid thy talent in the earth: behold 
here thou hast that which is thine.’ 

“And his lord answering, said to him, ‘Wicked and slothful 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sow not, and gather 
where I have not strewed: thou oughtest therefore to have com- 
mitted my money to the bankers, and at my coming I should 
have received my own with usury. Take ye away therefore the 
talent from him, and give it him that hath ten talents. For to 
every one that hath shall be given, and he shall abound: but from 
him that hath not, that also which he seemeth to have shall be 
taken away. And the unprofitable servant cast ye out into the ex- 
terior darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 


112, THE LAST JUDGMENT 


Jesus said, “And when the Son of man shall come in his maj- 
esty, and all the angels with him, then shall he sit upon the seat 
of his majesty. And all nations shall be gathered together be- 
fore him, and he shall separate them one from another, as the 
shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats. And he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left. 

“Then shall the king say to them that shall be on his right 
hand, ‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess you the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I 
was hungry, and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave me to drink; I was a stranger, and you took me in; naked, 
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and you covered me; sick, and you visited me; I was in prison, 
and you came to me.’ 

“Then shall the just answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see thee hungry, and fed thee; thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
And when did we see thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and covered thee? or when did we see thee sick or in prison, and 
came to thee?’ 

“And the king answering shall say to them, ‘Amen I say to 
you, as long as you did it to one of these my least brethren, 
you did it to me.’ 

“Then he shall say to them also that shall be on his left hand, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire which was 
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry, and 
you gave me not to eat: I was thirsty, and you gave me not to 
drink. I was a stranger, and you took me not in: naked, and you 
covered me not: sick and in prison, and you did not visit me.’ 

“Then they also shall answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, 
or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’ 

“Then he shall answer them, saying, ‘Amen I say to you, as 
long as you did it not to one of these least, neither did you do 
it to me.’ 

“And these shall go into everlasting punishment ; but the just 
into life everlasting.” 
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The Passion of Christ 


113. THE CONSPIRACY AND TREASON 


And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended all these words, 
he said to his disciples, “You know that after two days shall 
be the pasch, and the son of man shall be delivered up to be 
crucified.” 

Then were gathered together the chief priests and ancients of 
the people into the court of the high priest, who was called 
Caiphas. And they consulted together, that by subtilty they 
might apprehend Jesus and put him to death. But they said, 
“Not on the festival day, lest perhaps there should be a tumult 
among the people.” ... 

Then went one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
to the chief priests, and said to them, “What will you give me, ‘ 
and I will deliver him unto you?” But they appointed him 
thirty pieces of silver. And from thenceforth he sought op- 
portunity to betray him. 


114. THE LAST SUPPER 


And on the first day of the Azymes, the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the pasch?’”’ But Jesus said, “Go ye into the city to a certain 
man, and say to him, ‘The master saith, My time is near at 
hand, with thee I make the pasch with my disciples.’ ”’ And the 
disciples did as Jesus appointed to them, and they prepared the 
pasch. 

But when it was evening, he sat down with his twelve dis- 
ciples. And whilst they were eating, he said, “Amen I say to 
you, that one of you is about to betray me.” And they being 
very much troubled, began every one to say, “Is it I, Lord 2” 
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But he answering, said, “He that dippeth his hand with me in 
the dish, he shall betray me. The Son of man indeed goeth, 
as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son 
of man shall be betrayed: it were better for him, if that man 
had not been born.” And Judas that betrayed him, answering, 
said, “Is it I, Rabbi?’ He saith to him, “Thou hast said it.” 

And whilst they were at supper, Jesus took bread, and blessed, 
and broke, and gave to his disciples, and said, “Take ye, and 
eat. This is my body.” 

And taking the chalice, he gave thanks, and gave to them, 
saying, “Drink ye all of this. For this is my blood of the new 
testament, which shall be shed for many unto the remission of 
sins. And I say to you, I will not drink from henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine until that day when I shall drink it with 
you new in the kingdom of my Father.” 

And a hymn being said, they went out unto mount Olivet. 


115. PETER’S DENIAL FORETOLD 


And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat, but I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not: and thou, being once 
converted, confirm thy brethren.” 

Who said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both 
into prison, and to death.” 

And he said, “I say to thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
day till thou thrice deniest that thou knowest me.” 


116. THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN 


And when he was come to the place, he said to them, “Pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation.” And he was withdrawn away 
from them a stone’s cast; and kneeling down, he prayed, 
saying, “Father, if thou wilt, remove this chalice from me: but 
yet not my will, but thine be done.” 
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And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthen- 
ing him. And being in an agony, he prayed the longer. And his 
sweat became as drops of blood, trickling down uponhe ground. 

And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his dis- 
ciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow. And he said to 
them, “Why sleep you? arise, pray, lest you enter into tempta- 
tion.” 


117. THE TRAITOR’S KISS 


As he yet spoke, behold Judas, one of the twelve, came, and 
with him a great multitude with swords and clubs, sent from 
the chief priests and the ancients of the people. And he that 
betrayed him, gave them a sign, saying, ‘““Whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that is he; hold him fast.” 

And forthwith coming to Jesus, he said, “Hail, Rabbi.” And 
he kissed him. And Jesus said to him, “Friend, whereto art 
thou come?” Then they came up, and laid hands on Jesus, and 
held him. 

And behold one of them that were with Jesus, stretching 
forth his hand, drew out his sword, and striking the servant of 
the high priest, cut off his ear. Then Jesus saith to him, “Put 
up again thy sword into its place, for all that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot ask 
my Father, and he will give me presently more than twelve 
legions of angels? How then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, 
that so it must be done?” 

In that same hour Jesus said to the multitudes, “You are come 
out as it were to a robber with swords and clubs to apprehend 
me. I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you laid 
not hands on me.” 

Now all this was done that the scriptures of the prophets 
might be fulfilled. Then the disciples all leaving him, fled. 
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118. CHRIST IS BROUGHT BEFORE ANNAS 


Then the band and the tribune and the servants of the Jews 
took Jesus and‘bound him: and they led him away to )_ Annas 
first, for_ he was father in law to Caiphas, who was the high 
priest of that year. Now Caiphas was he who had given the 
counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that one man should 
die for the people. .. . 

The high priest therefore asked Jesus of his disciples and of 
his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to 
the world: I have always taught in the synagogue and in the 
temple whither all the Jews resort; and in secret I have spoken 
nothing. Why asketh thou me? ask them who have heard what 
I have spoken unto them: behold they know what things I 
have said.” 

And when he had said these things, one of the servants 
standing by, gave Jesus a blow, saying, ““Answerest thou the 
high priest so?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, 
give testimony of the evil; but if well, why strikest thou me?” 

And Annas sent him bound to Caiphas the high priest. 


119. BEFORE CAIPHAS AND THE SANHEDRIN 


They holding Jesus led him to Caiphas the high priest where 
the scribes and the ancients were assembled. And Peter fol- 
lowed him afar off, even to the court of the high priest. And 
going in, he sat with the servants that he might see the end. 

And the chief priests and the whole council sought false 
witness against Jesus that they might put him to death: and 
they found not, whereas many false witnesses had come in. 
And last of all there came two false witnesses: and they said, 
“This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and 
after three days to rebuild it.’ ” 
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And the high priest rising up, said to him, “Answerest thou 
nothing to the things which these witness against thee?” But 
Jesus held his peace. And the high priest said to him, “TI ad- 
jure thee by the living God, that thou tell us if thou be the 
Christ the Son of God.” Jesus saith to him, ‘Thou hast said it. 
Nevertheless I say to you, hereafter you shall see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of the power of God, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest rent his garments, saying, “He hath 
blasphemed ; what further need have we of witnesses? Behold, 
now you have heard the blasphemy: what think you?” But 
they answering, said, “He is guilty of death.” 

Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him: and others 
struck his face with the palms of their hands, saying, “Prophesy 
unto us, O Christ, who is he that struck thee ?” 


120. PETER DENIES HIS MASTER 


But Peter sat without in the court: and there came to him a 
servant maid, saying, “Thou also wast with Jesus the Galilean.” 
But he denied before them all, saying, “I know not what thou 

sayest.” 

And as he went out of the gate, another maid saw him, and 
she saith to them that were there, “This man also was with 
Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied with an oath, “I know 
not the man.” 

And after a little while, they came that stood by, and said 
to Peter, “Surely thou also art one of them, for even thy 
speech doth discover thee.” Then he began to curse and to 
swear that he knew not the man. And immediately the cock 
crew. 

And Peter remembered the word of Jesus which he had said, 
“Before the cock crow, thou wilt deny me thrice.” And going 
forth, he wept bitterly. 


oe 
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121. CHRIST AGAIN BEFORE THE 
SANHEDRIN 


And as soon as it was day, the ancients of the people and 
the chief priests and scribes came together; and they brought 
him into their council, saying, “If thou be the Christ, tell us.” 

And he saith to them, “If I shall tell you, you will not believe 
me. And if I shall also ask you, you will not answer me nor 
let me go. But hereafter the Son of man shall be sitting on the 
right hand of the power of God.” 

Then said they all, “Art thou then the Son of God?” Who 
said, “You say that I am.” And they said, ‘““What need we 
any further testimony? for we ourselves have heard it from his 
own mouth.” 


122. JUDAS HANGS HIMSELF 


Then Judas who betrayed him, seeing that he was condemned, 
repenting himself, brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and ancients, saying, “I have sinned in betray- 
ing innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? look 
thou to it.” And casting down the pieces of silver in the temple, 
he departed ; and went and hanged himself with an halter. 

But the chief priests having taken the pieces of silver, said, 
“Tt is not lawful to put them into the corbona, because it is the 
price of blood.” And after they had consulted together, they 
bought with them the potter’s field to be a burying place for 
strangers. 

For this cause that field was called Haceldama, that is, The 
field of blood, even to this day. Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremias the prophet, saying, And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was prized, whom 
they prized of the children of Israel. And they gave them 
unto the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed to me. 
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123. CHRIST BEFORE PILATE 


Then they led Jesus from Caiphas to the governor’s hall. And 
it was morning ; and they went not into the hall that they might 
not be defiled, but that they might eat the pasch. Pilate there- 
fore went out to them, and said, “What accusation bring you 
against this man?” 

They answered and said to him, “If he were not a malefactor 
we would not have delivered him up to thee.” Pilate therefore 
said to them, “Take him you and judge him according to your 
law.” The Jews therefore said to him, “It is not lawful for us 
to put any man to death” (that the word of Jesus might be ful- 
filled, which he said, signifying what death he should die). 


Pilate therefore went into the hall again and called Jesus, 


and said to him, “Art thou the king of the Jews?” Jesus 
answered, ‘‘Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or have others told 
it thee of me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Thy own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered thee up to me: what 
hast thou done?” 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants would certainly strive 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now my kingdom 
is not from hence.” 

Pilate therefore said to him, “Art thou a king then?” Jesus 
answered, “Thou sayest that I am a king. For this was I born, 
and for this came I into the world, that I should give testimony 
to the truth. Everyone that is of the truth, heareth my voice.” 

Pilate saith to him, ‘What is truth?” And when he said this, 
he went out again to the Jews, and saith to them, “I find no 
cause in him.” 


124. CHRIST BEFORE HEROD 


But Pilate hearing Galilee, asked if the man were of Galilee ? 
And when he understood that he was of Herod’s jurisdiction, 
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he sent him away to Herod, who was also himself at Jerusalem 
in those days. 

And Herod seeing Jesus, was very glad, for he was desirous 
of a long time to see him, because he had heard many things of 
him, and he hoped to see some sign wrought by him. And he 
questioned him in many words. But he answered him nothing. 
And the chief priests and the scribes stood by, earnestly accus- 
ing him, 

And Herod with his army set him at nought, and mocked 
him, putting on him a white garment, and sent him back to 
Pilate. And Herod and Pilate were made friends that same 
day, for before they were enemies one to another. 


125. BARABBAS IS PREFERRED TO CHRIST 


Now upon the solemn day the governor was accustomed to 
release to the people one prisoner whom they would. And he 
had then a notorious prisoner that was called Barabbas. They 
therefore being gathered together, Pilate said, “Whom will you 
that I release to you, Barabbas or Jesus that is called Christ ?” 
For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

And as he was sitting in the place of judgment, his wife sent 
to him, saying, “Have thou nothing to do with that just man, 
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 
him.” But the chief priests and ancients persuaded the people 
that they should ask Barabbas and make Jesus away. 

And the governor answering, said to them, “Whether will 
you of the two to be released unto you?” But they said, 
“Barabbas.” Pilate saith to them, ““What shall I do then with 
Jesus that is called Christ?’ They say all, “Let him be cruci- 
fied!” The governor said to them, “Why, what evil hath he 
done?” But they cried out the more, saying, “Let him be 
crucified !” 
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126. CHRIST IS CONDEMNED AND SCOURGED 


And Pilate seeing that he prevailed nothing, but. that rather 
a tumult was made, taking water washed his hands before the 
people, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just man; 
look you to it.” And the whole people answering, said, “His 
blood be upon us and upon our children!” Then he released 
to them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him 
unto them to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor taking Jesus into the hall, 
gathered together unto him the whole band; and stripping him, 
they put a scarlet cloak about him. And platting a crown of 
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand. 
And bowing the knee before him, they mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, king of the Jews!” And spitting upon him, they took 
the reed and struck his head. 


127. BEHOLD THE MAN! 


Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith to them, “‘Be- 
hold, I bring him forth unto you that you may know that I 
find no cause in him.” (Jesus therefore came forth, bearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple garment.) And he saith to 
them, “Behold the Man!” 

When the chief priests, therefore, and the servants had seen 
him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
Pilate saith to them, “Take him you, and crucify him, for I find 
no cause in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to the law he ought to die because he made him- 
self the Son of God.” When Pilate therefore had heard this 
saying, he feared the more. 

And he entered into the hall again, and he said to Jesus, 
“Whence art thou?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore saith to him, “Speakest thou not to me? knowest thou 


THE CRUCIFIXION 256 


not that I have power to crucify thee, and I have power to re- 
lease thee?” Jesus answered, “Thou shouldst not have any 
power against me unless it were given thee from above. There- 
fore, he that hath delivered me to thee, hati: the greater sin.” 

And from henceforth Pilate sought to release him. But the 
Jews cried out, saying, “If thou release this man thou art not 
Cesar’s friend. For whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketh 
against Cesar.” 

Now when Pilate had heard these words, he brought Jesus 
forth, and sat down in the judgment seat, in the place that is 
called Lithostrotos, and in Hebrew Gabbatha. And it was the 
parasceve of the pasch, about the sixth hour, and he saith to the 
Jews, “Behold your king!’ But they cried out, “Away with 
him; away with him; crucify him!” Pilate saith to them, 
“Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We 
have no king but Cesar.”” Then therefore he delivered him to 
them to be crucified. : 


128. THE WAY OF THE CROSS 


And after they had mocked him, they took off the cloak from 
him, and put on him his own garments, and led him away to > 
crucify him. And going out they found a man of Cyrene, 
named Simon: him they forced to take up his cross. And they 
came to the place that is called Golgotha, which is the place of 
Calvary. 


129. THE CRUCIFIXION 


... They crucified him, and with him two others, one on 
each side, and Jesus in the midst. 

And Pilate wrote a title also, and he put it upon the cross. 
And the writing was: JEsus oF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 
Jews. This title therefore many of the Jews did read, because 
the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city; and it 
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was written in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin. Then the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Write not, The King of the 
Jews, but that he said, I am the King of the Jews.” Pilate 
answered, “‘What I have written, I have written.” 

The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified him, took 
his garments (and they made four parts, to every soldier a 
part), and also his coat. Now the coat was without seam, 
woven from the top throughout. They said then one to an- 
other, “Let us not cut it, but let us cast lots for it, whose it 
shall be,” that the scripture might be fulfilled, saying, They 
have parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
they have cast lot. And the soldiers indeed did these things. 


130. THE INSULTS 


And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” °.:..4; 
’ And the people stood beholding, and the rulers with them 
derided him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, 
if he be Christ, the elect of God.” And the soldiers also 
mocked him, coming to him and offering him vinegar, and 
saying, “If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.” 


131. THE GOOD THIEF 


And one of those robbers who were hanged, blasphemed him, 
saying, “If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.’ But the 
other answering, rebuked him, saying, “Neither dost thou fear 
God, seeing thou art under the same condemnation? And we 
indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but 
this man hath done no evil.” 

And he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when thou shalt 
come into thy kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Amen I say 
to thee, this day thou shalt be with me in paradise.” 
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132. MARY AND JOHN 


Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen. When 
Jesus therefore had seen his mother and the disciple standing 
whom he loved, he saith to his mother, “Woman, behold thy 
son.” After that he saith to the disciple, “Behold thy mother.” 
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own. 


133. THE DEATH OF CHRIST 


And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over 
the whole earth until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour, 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lamma 
sabacthani?’”’ Which is, being interpreted, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 

And some of the standers by hearing, said, “Behold he calleth 
Elias.” And one running and filling a sponge with vinegar, and 
putting it upon a reed, gave him to drink, saying, “Stay, let us 
see if Elias come to take him down.” 

And Jesus having cried out with a loud voice, gave up the 
ghost. 

And the veil of the temple was rent in two, from the top to 
the bottom. 

And the centurion who stood over against him, seeing that 
crying out in this manner he had given up the ghost, said, “In- 
deed this man was the son of God.” And there were also 
women looking on afar off, among whom was Mary Magdalen, 
and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joseph, and 
Salome; who also when he was in Galilee followed him, and 
ministered to him, and many other women that came up with 
him to Jerusalem. 
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134. CHRIST’S SIDE IS PIERCED WITH A 
LANCE 


Then the Jews (because it was the parasceve), that the bodies 
might not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day (for that 
was a great sabbath day), besought Pilate that their legs might 
be broken, and that they might be taken away. 

The soldiers therefore came, and they broke the legs of the 
first and of the other that was crucified with him. But after 
they were come to Jesus, when they saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers with 
a spear opened his side, and immediately there came out blood 
and water. 

And he that saw it, hath given testimony; and his testimony 
is true. And he knoweth that he saith true, that you also may 
believe. For these things were done that the scripture might 
be fulfilled: You shall not break a bone of him. And again 
another scripture saith, _Phey shall look on him whom they 
pierced. peas 
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135. THE BURIAL 


And when it was evening, there came a certain rich man of 
Arimathea, named_ Joseph, who also himself was a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate, and asked the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded that the body should be delivered. 

And Joseph taking the body wrapped it up in a clean linen _ 
cloth, and Jaid it in his own new monument which he had hewed 
out in a rock. And he rolled a great stone to the door of the 
monument, and went his way. And there was there Mary 
Magdalen, and the other Mary sitting over against the sepulchre. 

And the next day which followed the day of preparation, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees came together to Pilate, 

‘saying, “Sir, we have remembered that that seducer said while 
he was yet alive, ‘after three days I will rise again.? Command 
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therefore the sepulchre to be guarded until the third day, lest 
perhaps his disciples come and steal him away, and say to the 
people, ‘He is risen from the dead’; and the last error shall be 
worse than the first.” Pilate saith to them, “You have a 
guard; go, guard it as you know.” And they departing made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone and setting guards. 


The Risen Christ 


136. Ge 


And in the end of the sabbath, when it began to dawn 
towards the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalen and 
the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

And behold there was a great earthquake. For an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and coming, rolled back the 
stone and sat upon it. And his countenance was as lightning 
and his raiment as snow. And for fear of him the guards 
were struck with terror and became as dead men. 

And the angel answering, said to the women, “Fear not you, 
for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here, for he is risen as he said. Come, and see the place where 
the Lord was laid. And going quickly, tell ye his disciples that 
he is risen, and behold he will go before you into Galilee; there 
you shall see him. Lo, I have foretold it to you.” 

And they went out quickly from the sepulchre with fear and 
great joy, running to tell his disciples. 


137. JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALEN 


Peter therefore went out, and that other disciple, and they 
came to the sepulchre. And they both ran together, and that 
other disciple did outrun Peter and came first to the sepulchre. 
And when he stooped down, he saw the linen cloths lying ; but 
yet he went not in. 


’ 
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Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the 
sepulchre, and saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin that 
had been about his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 
apart, wrapped up into one place. Then that other disciple 
also went in, who came first to the sepulchre; and he saw, and 
believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture that he must 
rise again from the dead. The disciples therefore departed 
again to their home. 

But Mary stood at the sepulchre without, weeping. Now as 
she was weeping, she stooped down and looked into the 
sepulchre, and she saw two angels in white, sitting, one at the 
head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been laid. 
They say to her, “Woman, why weepest thou?” She saith to 
them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him.” 

When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing; and she knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith to her, “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou?” 
She thinki sth. gardener, saith to him, ‘‘Sir, if 
thou hast taken him peace, tell me “where thou hast laid him 
and T-willtake him away.” Jesus saith to her, “Mary!” ~ She” 
turning, saith to him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Master). 
Jesus saith to her, “Do not touch me, for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father. But go to my brethren, and say to them, ‘I 
ascend to my Father and to your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ” 

Mary Magdalen cometh and telleth the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord, and these things he said to me.” 


138. THE REPORT OF THE GUARDS 


. . Behold some of the guards came into the city and told 
the chief priests all things that had been done. And they being 
assembled together with the ancients, taking counsel, gave a 

great sum of money to the soldiers, saying, “Say you, ‘His 
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disciples came by night and stole him away when we were 
asleep.’ And if the governor shall hear of this, we will persuade 
him and secure you.” 

So they taking the money, did as they were taught: and this 
word was spread abroad among the Jews even unto this day. 


139. CHRIST APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES 
AT EMMAUS 


And behold two .. . went the same day to a town which 
was sixty furlongs from Jerusalem, named Emmaus. And 
they talked together of all these things which had happened. 
And it came to pass that while they talked and reasoned with 
themselves, Jesus himself also drawing near, went with them. 
But their eyes were held that they should not know him. 

And he said to them, “What are these discourses that you 
hold one with another as you walk, and are sad?” 

And the one of them whose name was Cleophas, answering, 
said to him, “Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast 
not known the things that have been done there in these days?” 
To whom he said, “What things?” 

And they said, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth who was a 
prophet, mighty in work and word before God and all the peo- 
ple; and how our chief priests and princes delivered him to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we hoped that it 
was he that should have redeemed Israel; and now besides all 
this to day is the third day since these things were done. Yea, 
and certain women also of our company affrighted us, who be- 
fore it was light, were at the sepulchre, and not finding his body, 
came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who say 
that he is alive. And some of our people went to the sepulchre, 
and found it so as the women had said, but him they found not.” 

Then he said to them, “O foolish, and slow of heart to be- 
lieve in all things which the prophets have spoken. Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter into his 
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glory?’ And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded to them in all the scriptures the things that were con- 
cerning him. 

And they drew nigh to the town whither they were going, 
and he made as though he would go farther. But they con- 
strained him, saying, “Stay with a because it is towards eve- 
ning, and the day is now far spent.” And he went in with them. 

And it came to pass whilst he was at table with them,-he took 
bread, and blessed, and brake, and gave to them. And their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him: and he vanished _out of 
their sight. ae 

And they said one to the other, “Was not our heart burning 
within us whilst he spoke in the way, and opened to us the 
scriptures?” And rising up the same hour, they went back to 
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven gathered together, and 
those that were with them, saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon.” And they told what things were 
done in the way, and how they knew him in the breaking of 
bread. 


140. CHRIST MANIFESTS HIMSELF TO HIS 
APOSTLES 


Now when it was late that same day, the first of the week, 
and the doors were shut where the disciples were gathered 
together for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
midst, and said to them, “Peace be to you.” And when he had 
said this, he shewed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
therefore were glad when they saw the Lord. 

He said therefore to them again, “Peace..be..to.you.....As. the_ 
Father hath sent me, I also send bicol a ”? When he had said this, 
‘he breathed on them, and he said to them, “Receive_ye t 1 
Ghost. _Whose. sins_you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; 
and whose sins you shall retain,,. they. are retained, 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, who is called Did dymus, was 
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not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore 
said to him, ‘““We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.” 

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, “Peace be to you.” Then he saith 
to Thomas, “Put in thy finger hither, and see my hands; and 
bring hither thy hand, and put it into my side; and be not 
faithless, but believing.’ Thomas answered, and said to him, 
“My Lord and my God.” Jesus saith to him, “Because thou 
hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and have believed.” 


141. CHRIST’S APPEARANCE BY THE SEA 
OF GALILEE 


After this, Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at 
the sea of Tiberias. And he shewed himself after this man- 
ner. There were together Simon Peter and Thomas, who is 
called Didymus, and Nathanael, who was of Cana of Galilee, 
and the sons of Zebedee and two others of his disciples. Simon 
Peter saith to them, “I go a fishing.” They say to him, “We 
also come with thee.” And they went forth and entered into 
the ship; and that night they caught nothing. 

But when the morning was come, Jesus stood on the shore: 
yet the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus therefore 
said to them, “Children, have you any meat?” They answered 
him, “No.” He saith to them, “Cast the net on the right side 
of the ship, and you shall find.” They cast therefore, and now 
they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved, said to Peter, 
“Tt is the Lord.” Simon Peter when he heard that it was the 
Lord, girt his coat about him (for he was naked), and cast . 
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himself into the sea. But the other disciples came in the ship 
(for they were not far from the land, but as it were two hun- 
dred cubits), dragging the net with fishes. 

As soon then as they came to land, they saw hot*coals lying, 
and a fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith to them, “Bring 
hither of the fishes which you have now caught. Simon Peter 
went up and drew the net to land, full of great fishes, one hun- 
dred and fifty-three. And although there were so many, the net 
was not broken. Jesus saith to them, “Come, and dine.” And 
none of them who were at meat durst ask him, ‘‘Who art thou?” 
knowing that it was the Lord. And Jesus cometh and taketh 
bread, and giveth them, and fish in like manner. This is now 
the third time that Jesus was manifested to his disciples after he 
was risen from the dead. 

When therefore they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, lovest thou me more than these?” He 
saith to him, “Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee.” He 
saith to him, “Feed my lambs.” He saith to him again, “Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou me?” He saith to him, “Yea, Lord, 
_ thou knowest that I love thee.” He saith to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” 

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, lovest 
thou me?” Peter was grieved because he had said to him the 
third time, ‘“Lovest thou me?” And he said to him, “Lord, thou 
knowest all things: thou knowest that I love thee.” He said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. Amen, amen I say to thee, when thou 
wast younger thou didst gird thyself, and didst walk where 
thou wouldst. But when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and lead thee 
whither thou wouldst not.” And this he said, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God. 
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142, CHRIST COMMISSIONS THE APOSTLES 
TO TEACH 


And the eleven disciples went into Galilee unto the mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. And seeing him, they adored: 
but some doubted. And Jesus coming, spoke to them, saying, 
“All power is given-to-me-in heaven-and inearth. Going, there- 
fore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and-of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them 

“to observe all things-whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.” SS eg oe 


143. THE ASCENSION 





And he led them out as far as Bethania: and lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. And it came to pass, whilst he blessed 
them, he departed from them, and was carried up to heaven. 
And they adoring went back into Jerusalem with great joy. 
And they were always in the temple praising and blessing God. 
Amen. 


144. EPILOGUE 


Many other signs also did Jesus in the sight of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and 
that believing, you may have life in his name... . 

_.. There are also many other things which Jesus did; 
which, if they were written every one, the world itself, I think, 
would not be able to contain the books that should be written. 
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SELECTIONS FROM OTHER BOOKS OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT | 


145. THE HOLY GHOST DESCENDS UPON 
THE APOSTLES 


ND when the days of the Pentecost were accomplished, 

they were all together in one place: and suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty wind coming, and 
it filled the whole house where they. were sitting. And there 
appeared to them parted tongues as it were of fire, and it sat 
upon every one of them: and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, according 
as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak. 

Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out 
of every nation under heaven. And when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded in 
mind, because that every man heard them speak in his own 
tongue. 

And they were all amazed, and wondered, saying, “Behold, 
are not all these that speak, Galileans? And how have we 
heard, every man our own tongue wherein we were born? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabitants of Meso- 
potamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, 
and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews also, and proselytes, Cretes, and 
Arabians: we have heard them speak in our own tongues the 
wonderful works of God.” And they were all astonished, and 
wondered, saying one to another, “What meaneth this ?” 


146. THE MIRACLE AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE 


QO Peter and John went up into the temple at the ninth 
hour of prayer. And a certain man who was lame from 
his mother’s womb, was carried: whom they laid every day at 
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the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, that he might 
ask alms of them that went into the temple. He, when he had 
seen Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked to receive 
analms. But Peter with John fastening his eyes upon him, said, 
“Look upon us.” But he looked earnestly upon them, hoping 
that he should receive something of them. 

But Peter said, “Silver and gold I have none; but what I 
have I give thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
arise, and walk.” And taking him by the right hand, he lifted 
him up, and forthwith his feet and soles received strength. And 
he leaping up, stood, and walked, and went in with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

And all the people saw him walking and praising God. And 
they knew him, that it was he who sat begging alms at the 
Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder 
and amazement at that which had happened to him. 


147. THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL 


ND Saul as yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 

and asked of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues ; that if 

he found any men and women of this way, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. 

And as he went on his journey, it came to pass that he drew 
nigh to Damascus ; and suddenly a light from heaven shined 
round about him. Aid falling on the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” Who 
said, “Who art thou, Lord?’ And he, “I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest. It is hard for thee to kick against the goad.” 
And he trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” And the Lord said to him, “Arise, and go 
into the city, and there it shall be told thee what thou must do.” 

Now the men who went in company with him, stood amazed, 
hearing indeed a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose 
from the ground; and when his eyes were opened, he saw 
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nothing. But they leading him by the hands, brought him to 
Damascus. And he was there three days without sight, and he 
did neither eat nor drink. 

Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias. 
And the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he 
said, “Behold I am here, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, 
“Arise, and go into the street that is called Strait, and seek in 
the house of Judas one named Saul of Tarsus. For behold he 
prayeth.” (And he saw a man named Ananias coming in, and 
putting his hands upon him that he might receive his sight. ) 

But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints in Jerusalem. 
And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all 
that invoke thy name.” 

And the Lord said to him, “Go thy way, for this man is to me 
a vessel of election to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Israel. For I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house. And 
laying his hands upon him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus hath sent me, he that appeared to thee in the way as thou 
- camest; that thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” And immediately there fell from his eyes as 
it were scales, and he received his sight; and rising up, he was 
baptized. And when he had taken meat, he was strengthened. 

And he was with the disciples that were at Damascus for 
some days. And immediately he preached Jesus in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the Son of God. And all that heard him were 
astonished, and said, “Is not this he who persecuted in Jerusalem 
those that called upon this name: and came hither for that jn- 
tent, that he might carry them bound to the chief priests ?” 

But Saul increased much more in strength, and confounded | 
the Jews who dwelt at Damascus, affirming that this is the 
Christ. 
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148. LESSONS OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 


ei) BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercy of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleas- 
ing, unto God, your reasonable service. And be not conformed 
to this world, but be reformed in the newness of your mind 
that you may prove what is the good and the acceptable and 
the perfect will of God. 

For I say, by the grace that is given me, to all that are 
among you, not to be more wise than it behoveth to be wise, but 
to be wise unto sobriety, and according as God hath divided to 
every one the measure of faith. 

For as in one body we have many members, but all the mem- 
bers have not the same office; so we being many, are one body 
in Christ and every one members one of another; and having 
different gifts, according to the grace that is given us, either 
prophecy to be used according to the rule of faith; or ministry, 
in ministering; or he that teacheth, in doctrine; he that ex- 
horteth, in exhorting ; he that giveth, with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with carefulness; he that sheweth mercy, with cheer- 
fulness. 

Let love be without dissimulation. Hating that which is evil, 
cleaving to that which is good. Loving one another with the 
charity of brotherhood, with honour preventing one another. 
In carefulness not slothful. In spirit fervent. Serving the 
Lord. Rejoicing in hope. Patient in tribulation. Instant in 
prayer. Communicating to the necessities of the saints. Pur- 
suing hospitality. Bless them that persecute you: bless, and 
curse not. 

Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them that weep. 
Being of one mind one towards another. Not minding high 
things, but consenting to the humble. Be not wise in your own 
conceits. To no man rendering evil for evil. ‘ Providing good 
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things, not only in the sight of God, but also in the sight of 
all men. 

If it be possible, as much as is in you, have peace with all 
men. Revenge not yourselves, my dearly beloved, but give place 
unto wrath, for it is written: Revenge is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord. But if thy enemy be hungry, give him to eat; 
if he thirst, give him to drink. For, doing this, thou shalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head. Be not overcome by evil, but over- 
come evil by good. : 


149. OBEDIENCE 


ET every soul be subject to higher powers, for there is no 
power but from God, and those that are, are ordained of 
God. Therefore he that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God. And they that resist, purchase to themselves 
damnation. 

For princes are not a terror to the good work, but to the 
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that 
which is good, and thou shalt have praise from the same. For 
he is God’s minister to thee for good. 

But if thou do that which is evil, fear, for he beareth not 
the sword in vain. For he is God’s minister: an avenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil. Wherefore be subject 
of necessity, not only for wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 
For therefore also you pay tribute. For they are the ministers 
of God, serving unto this purpose. 

Render therefore to all men their dues. Tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom bear < 
honour to whom honour. Owe no man anything, but to love 
one another. For he that loveth his neighbour, hath fulfilled 
the law. 
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150. ON CHARITY 


E zealous for the better gifts. And I shew unto you yet a 
more excellent way. 

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 
And if I should have prophecy and should know all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I should have all faith so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

And if I should distribute all my goods to feed the poor, and 
if I should deliver my body to be burned, and have not charity, 
it profiteth me nothing. Charity is patient, is kind; charity 
envieth not, dealeth not perversely, is not puffed up, is not ambi- 
tious, seeketh not her own, is not provoked to anger, thinketh 
no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth with the truth ; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. 

Charity never falleth away, whether prophecies shall be made 
void, or tongues shall cease, or knowledge shall be destroyed. 
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done 
away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, 1 understood as 
a child, I thought as a child. But when I became a man I put 
away the things of a child. We see now through a glass in a 
dark manner ; but then face to face. Now I know in part; but 
then I shall know even as I am known. 

And now there remain faith, hope, and charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity. 


151. CHARITY FOR ONE ANOTHER 


RETHREN, and if a man be overtaken in any fault, you 
L who are spiritual, instruct such a one in the spirit of 
meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear 
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ye one another’s burdens, and so you shall fulfil the law of 
Christ. 

For if any man think himself to be something, whereas he 
is nothing, he deceiveth himself. But let everyone prove his 
own work, and so he shall have glory in himself only, and not 
in another. For everyone shall bear his own burden. And let 
him that is instructed in the word, communicate to him that 
instructeth him, in all good things. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked. For what things a 
man shall sow, those also shall he reap. For he that soweth 
in his flesh, of the flesh also shall reap corruption. But he 
that soweth in the spirit, of the spirit shall reap life everlasting. 

And in doing good, let us not fail. For in due time we shall 
reap, not failing. Therefore, whilst we have time, let us work 
good to all men, but especially to those who are of the house- 
hold of the faith. 


U 
152. THE DUTIES OF HUSBAND AND WIFE 


E ye filled with the holy Spirit, speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing and 
making melody in your hearts to the Lord, giving thanks always 
for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God 
and the Father, being subject one to another in the fear of 
Christ. 

Let women be subject to their husbands as to the Lord, be- 
cause the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church. He is the saviour of his body. There- 
fore as the church is subject to Christ, so also let the wives be 
to their husbands in all things. 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ also loved the church 
and delivered himself up for it, that he might sanctify it, cleans- 
ing it by the laver of water in the word of life, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
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wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. 

So also ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife, loveth himself. For no man ever hated 
his own flesh but nourisheth and cherisheth it as also Christ 
doth the church, because we are members of his body, of his 
flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they shall 
be two in one flesh. This is a great sacrament, but I speak in 
Christ and in the church. Nevertheless let every one of you in 
particular love his wife as himself; and let the wife fear her 
husband. 


153. DUTIES OF CHILDREN 


HILDREN, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is just. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first com- 
mandment with a promise, that it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest be long lived upon earth. And you, fathers, pro- 
voke not your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and correction of the Lord. 


154. DUTIES OF SERVANTS 


ERVANTS, be obedient to them that are your lords ac- 
S cording to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sim- 
plicity of your heart, as to Christ; not serving to the eye, as it 
were pleasing men, but as the servants of Christ doing the will 
of God from the heart, with a good will serving, as to the Lord, 
and not to men. Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man 
shall do, the same shall he receive from the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free. And you, masters, do the same things to them, 
forbearing threatenings, knowing that the Lord both of them 
and you is in heaven, and there is no respect of persons with 
him. 
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155. THE CHRISTIAN’S ARMOUR 


INALLY, brethren, be strengthened in the Lord and in 
the might of his power. Put you on the armour of God 
that you may be able to stand against the deceits of the devil. 


For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against — 


principalities and powers, against the rulers of the world of this 
darkness, against the spirits of wickedness in the high places. 

Therefore take unto you the armour of God that you may be 
able to resist in the evil day and to stand in all things perfect. 
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of justice, and your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace, in all things taking the 
shield of faith wherewith you may be able to extinguish all the 
fiery darts of the most wicked one. And take unto you the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit (which is the 
word of God). By all prayer and supplication praying at all 
times in the spirit, and in the same watching with all instance and 
supplication for all the saints. : 


156. THE WAY TO SALVATION 


F’ there be, therefore, any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of charity, if any society of the spirit, if any 
bowels of commiseration, fulfil ye my joy that you be of one 
mind, having the same charity, being of one accord, agreeing in 
sentiment. Let nothing be done through contention, neither 
by vain glory: but in humility, let each esteem others better 
than themselves, each one not considering the things that are 
his own but those that are other men’s. 

For let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being made in the likeness of men and in habit found as 
a man. 


— 
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He humbled himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to 
the death of the cross. For which cause God also hath ex- 
alted him and hath given him a name which is above all names, 
that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that 
are in heaven, on earth, and under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory 
of God the Father. 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved (as you have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but much more now in my absence), 
with fear and trembling work out your salvation, for it is God 
who worketh in you, both to will and to accomplish, according 
to his good will. And do ye all things without murmurings and 
hesitations, that you may be blameless, and sincere children of 
God, without reproof, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world. 


157. MUTUAL LOVE OF CHRISTIANS 


UT ye on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
5 the bowels of mercy, benignity, humility, modesty, pa- 
tience; bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if 
any have a complaint against another; even as the Lord hath 
forgiven you, so do you also. 

But above all these things have charity which is the bond of 
perfection; and let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts, 
wherein also you are called in one body: and be ye thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you abundantly, in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual canticles, singing in grace in your hearts to God. All 
whatsoever you do in word or in work, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as it behoveth in the 
Lord. Husbands, love your wives and be not bitter towards 
them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well 
pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to 
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indignation lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all 
things your masters according to the flesh, not serving to the 
eye, as pleasing man, but in simplicity of heart, fearing God. 

Whatsoever you do, do it from the heart, as to the Lord and 
not to men, knowing that you shall receive of the Lord the 
reward of inheritance. Serve ye the Lord Christ. 


158. FAITH 


OW faith is the substance of things to be hoped for, the 
VQ evidence of things that appear not. For by this the 
ancients obtained a testimony. By faith we understand that the 
world was framed by the word of God, that from invisible 
things visible things might be made. 

By faith Abel offered to God a sacrifice exceeding that of 
Cain by which he obtained a testimony that he was just, God 
giving testimony to his gifts: and by it, he being dead yet 
speaketh. 

By faith Henoch was translated that he should not see death, 
and he was not found because God had translated him, for be- 
fore his translation he had testimony that he pleased God. But 
without faith it is impossible to please God. For he that cometh 
to God, must believe that he is, and is a rewarder to them that 
seek him. By faith, Noe, having received an answer concerning 
those things which as yet were not seen, moved with fear, 
framed the ark for the saving of his house, by the which he 
condemned the world, and was instituted heir of the justice 
which is by faith. 

By faith he that is called Abraham obeyed to go out into a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he abode in the 
land, dwelling in cottages, with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs 
of the same promise. For he looked for a city that hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God. By faith also Sara 
herself, being barren, received strength to conceive seed, even 
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past the time of age, because she believed that he was faithful 
who had promised. For which cause there sprung even from 
one (and him as good as dead) as the stars of heaven in multi- 
tude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 

All these died according to faith, not having received the 
promises, but beholding them afar off and saluting them, and 
confessing that they are pilgrims and strangers on the earth. 
For they that say these things, do signify that they seek a 
country. And truly if they had been mindful of that from 
whence they came out, they had doubtless time to return. But 
now they desire a better, that is to say, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
hath prepared for them a city. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered Isaac; and he 
that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son 
(to whom it was said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called), ac- 
counting that God is able to raise up even from the dead. 
Whereupon also he received him for a parable. By faith also of 
things to come, Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob 
dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and adored the top of 
his rod. By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of 
the going out of the children of Israel, and gave commandment 
concerning his bones. 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months by 
his parents, because they saw he was a comely babe and they 
feared not the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, denied himself to be the son of the Pharao’s daughter, 
rather choosing to be afflicted with the people of God than to 
have the pleasure of sin for a time, esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasure of the Egyptians. 
For he looked unto the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the fierceness of the king, for he endured as seeing him 
that is invisible. By faith he celebrated the pasch and the 
_ shedding of the blood, that he, who destroyed the firstborn, 
might not touch them. By faith they passed through the Red 
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Sea as by dry land, which the Egyptians attempting were swal- 
lowed up. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, by the going 
around them seven days. By faith Rahab .. . perished not 
with the unbelievers, receiving the spies with peaces 

And what shall I yet say? For the time would fail me to 
tell of Gedeon, Barac, Samson, Jephthe, David, Samuel, and 
the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, wrought jus- 
tice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, recovered 
strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, put to flight 
the armies of foreigners. Women received their dead raised to 
life again. 

But others were racked, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might find a better resurrection. And others had trial of mock- 
eries and stripes, moreover also of bands and prisons. They 
were stoned, they were cut asunder, they were tempted, they 
were put to death by the sword, they wandered about in sheep- 
skins, in goatskins, being in want, distressed, afflicted ; of whom 
the world was not worthy ; wandering in deserts, in mountains, 
and in dens, and in caves of the earth, And all these being 
approved by the testimony of faith, received not the promise ; 
God providing some better thing for us that they should not be 
perfected without us. 

And therefore we also having so great a cloud of witnesses 
over our head, laying aside every weight and sin which sur- 
rounds us, let us run by patience to the fight proposed to us, 
looking on Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, who having 
joy set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
now sitteth on the right hand of the throne of God. For think 
diligently upon him that endured such Opposition from sinners 
against himself, that you be not wearied, fainting in your 
minds. For you have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin. 
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159. OF PURE RELIGION 


Y brethren, count it all joy when you shall fall into 
divers temptations, knowing that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience. And patience hath a perfect work, 
that you may be perfect and entire, failing in nothing. But if 
any of you want wisdom, let him ask of God who giveth to all 
men abundantly and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that waver- 
eth is like a wave of the sea which is moved and carried about 
by the wind. Therefore let not that man think that he shall 
receive anything of the Lord. A double minded man is incon- 
stant in all his ways. 

But let the brother of low condition glory in his exaltation ; 
and the rich, in his being low, because as the flower of the grass 
shall he pass away. For the sun rose with a burning heat and 
parched the grass, and the flower thereof fell off, and the 
beauty of the shape thereof perished: so also shall the rich man 
fade away in his ways. 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he 
hath been proved, he shall receive the crown of life which God 
hath promised to them that love him. Let no man when he is 
tempted say that he is tempted by God, for God is not a 
tempter of evils and he tempteth no man. But every man is 
tempted by his own concupiscence, being drawn away and al- 
lured. Then when concupiscence hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin, but sin, when it is completed, begetteth death. 

Do not err, therefore, my dearest brethren. Every best gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no change nor shadow of 
alteration. For of his own will hath he begotten us by the word 
of truth that we might be some beginning of his creature. You 
know, my dearest brethren. 

And let every man be swift to hear, but slow to speak and 
slow to anger. For the anger of man worketh not the justice 
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of God. Wherefore casting away all uncleanness and abun- 
dance of naughtiness, with meekness receive the ingrafted word 
which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. ~ 

For if a man be a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
shall be compared to a man beholding his own countenance in 
a glass. For he beheld himself and went his way, and presently 
forgot what manner of man he was. But he that hath looked 
into the perfect law of liberty and hath continued therein, not 
becoming a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this man 
shall be blessed in his deed. And if any man think himself to 
be religious, not bridling his tongue but deceiving his own 
heart, this man’s religion is vain. Religion clean and undefiled 
before God and the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their tribulation, “and to keep one’s self unspotted 
from this world. 


160. FAITH AND WORKS 


O faith also, if it have not works, is dead in itself. But 

some man will say, “Thou hast faith and I have works, 
shew me thy faith without works, and I will shew thee, by 
works, my faith.” Thou believest that there is one God. Thou 
dost well; the devils also believe and tremble. But wilt thou 
know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works, offering up Isaac his 
son upon the altar? 

Seest thou that faith did co-operate with his works, and by 
works faith was made perfect? And the scripture was ful- 
filled, saying, Abraham believed God, and it was reputed to 
him to justice, and he was called the friend of God. Do you 
see that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only? 
And in like manner also Rahab . . . was not she justified by 
works, receiving the messengers and sending them out another 
way? For even_as the body without the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead, MSI jer gras it 
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161. THE UNRULY TONGUE 


OR in many things we all offend. If any man offend not 

in word, the same is a perfect man. He is able also with 

a bridle to lead about the whole body. For if we put bits into 

the mouths of horses that they may obey us, and we turn about 
their whole body. 

Behold also ships, whereas they are great and are driven by 
strong winds, yet are they turned about with a small helm, 
whithersoever the force of the governor willeth. Even so the 
tongue is indeed a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold how small a fire kindleth a great wood. 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue 
is placed among our members, which defileth the whole body, 
and inflameth the wheel of our nativity, being set on fire by 
hell. For every nature of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, 
and of the rest, is tamed, and hath been tamed by the nature 
of man; but the tongue no man can tame, an unquiet evil, full 
of deadly poison. By it we bless God and the Father; and by 
it we curse men who are made after the likeness of God. Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be. 


/ 162. \ANOINTING THE SICK 


S any — Let him pray. Is he cheerful in mind? 
J Let him sing. Is any man sick among you? Let him bring 
in the priests of the church, and let them pray over him, anoint- 
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick man: and the Lord shall raise him up, 
and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him. 
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163N LOVE ONE ANOTHER AND NOT THE 
WORLD 


¥ little children, these things I write to you that you may 
FH not sin. But if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ, the just: and he is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole 
world. 

And by this we know that we have known him, if we keep 
his commandments. He who saith that he knoweth him and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. But he that keepeth his word, in him in very deed the 
charity of God is perfected, and by this we know that we are 
in him. He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also 
to walk even as he walked. 

Dearly beloved, I write not a new commandment to you, but 
an old commandment which you had from the beginning. The 
old commandment is the word which you have heard. Again 
a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true both 
in him and in you, because the darkness is passed and the true 
light now shineth. 

He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in 
darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother, abideth 
in the light and there is no scandal in him. But he that hateth 
his brother, is in darkness and walketh in darkness, and know- 
eth not whither he goeth, because the darkness hath blinded 
his eyes. 

I write unto you, little children, because your sins are for- 
given you for his name’s sake. I write unto you, fathers, be- 
cause you have known him who is from the beginning. I write 
unto you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked 
one. I write unto you, babes, because you have known the 
Father. I write unto you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abideth in you, and you have overcome 
the wicked one. 
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Love not the world nor the things which are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the charity of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world is the concupiscence of the 
flesh, and the concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
which is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the concupiscence thereof, but he that doth 
the will of God, abideth for ever. 


164. OF FAITH IN CHRIST AND THE THREE 
WITNESSES TO HIM 


HOSOEVER believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born 

of God. And every one that loveth him who begot, 

loveth him also who is born of him. In this we know that we 

love the children of God: when we love God and keep his com- 

mandments. For this is the charity of God, that we keep his 

commandments; and his commandments are not heavy. For 

whatsoever is born of God, overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory which overcometh the world, our faith. 

Who is he that overcometh the world but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water 
and blood, Jesus Christ: not by water only, but by water and 
blood. And it is the Spirit which testifieth that Christ is the 
truth. And there are three who give testimony in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. And these three are 
one. And there are three that give testimony on earth: the 
spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three are one. 
If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 
greater. For this is the testimony of God, which is greater, 
because he hath testified of his Son. 


286 READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


| 165. THE VISION OF CHRIST 


FJ JOHN, your brother, and your partner in tribylation, and 
in the kingdom, and patience in Christ Jesus, was in the 
island which is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for 
the testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, 
and heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, saying, 
“What thou seest, write in a book and send to the seven 
churches which are in Asia, to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and 
to Pergamus, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Phila- 
delphia, and to Laodicea.” 

And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And being 
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks: and in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks, one like to the Son of man, 
clothed with a garment down to the feet, and girt about the 
paps with a golden girdle. 

And his head and his hairs were white, as white wool, and 
as snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire. And his feet like 
unto fine brass, as in a burning furnace. And his voice as the 
sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven 
stars. And from his mouth came out a sharp two edged sword; 
and his face was as the sun shineth in his power. And when 
I had seen him, I fell at his feet as dead. 

And he laid his right hand upon me, saying, “Fear not. I 
am the First and the Last, and alive, and was dead, and behold 
I am living for ever and ever, and have the keys of death and 
of hell. Write therefore the things which thou hast seen, and 
which are, and which must be done hereafter. The mystery of 
the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand and the 
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches. And the seven candlesticks are the seven 
churches,” 
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166. THE VISION OF THE THRONE OF GOD 


FTER these things, I looked, and behold a door was opened 

in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, as it were, of 

a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee the things which must be done hereafter.” 

And immediately I was in the spirit: and behold there was 
a throne set in heaven, and upon the throne one sitting. And 
he that sat was to the sight like the jasper and the sardine stone: 
and there was a rainbow round about the throne in sight like 
unto an emerald. 

And round about the throne were four and twenty seats; and 
upon the seats, four and twenty ancients sitting, clothed in 
white garments, and on their heads were crowns of gold. And 
from the throne proceeded lightnings, and voices, and thunders; 
and there were seven lamps burning before the throne, which 
are the seven spirits of God. 

And in the sight of the throne was, as it were, a sea of glass 
like to crystal; and in the midst of the throne, and round about 
the throne, were four living creatures, full of eyes before and 
behind. 

And the first living creature was like a lion, and the second 
living creature like a calf, and the third living creature, having 
the face, as it were, of a man; and the fourth living creature 
was like an eagle flying. And the four living creatures had 
each of them six wings; and round about and within they are 
full of eyes. And they rested not day and night, saying, “Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who 
is to come.” 

And when those living creatures gave glory and honour and 
benediction to him that sitteth on the throne who liveth for 
ever and ever, the four and twenty ancients fell down before 
him that sitteth on the throne, and adored him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
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“Thou art worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and 
honour and power, because thou hast created all things, and for 


thy will they were and have been created.” 
~ 


167. THE NEW JERUSALEM 


ND I saw a new heaven and a new earth. For the first 
heaven and the first earth was gone, and the sea is now no 
more, And I John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, com- 
ing down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 

And I heard a great voice from the throne, saying, “Behold - 
the tabernacle of God with men, and he will dwell with them. 
And they shall be his people, and God himself with them shall 
be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes: and death shall be no more, nor mourning, nor crying, 
nor sorrow shall be any more, for the former things are passed 
away.” 

And he that sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 
new.” And he said to me, “Write, for these words are most 
faithful and true.” And he. said to me, “It is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. To him that 
thirsteth I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
He that shall overcome shall possess these things, and I will 
be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful and un- 
believing and the abominable and murderers . . . and sorcerers 
and idolaters and all liars, they shall have their portion in the 
pool burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” 

And there came one of the seven angels who had the vials 
full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come, and I will shew thee the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 
And he took me up in spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
he shewed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God, and the light 
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thereof was like to a precious stone, as to the jasper stone, even 
as crystal. 

And it had a wall great and high, having twelve gates, and 
in the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon which 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. 
On the east, three gates; and on the north, three gates; and on 
the south, three gates; and on the west, three gates. And the 
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

And he that spoke with me had a measure of a reed of gold 
to measure the city and the gates thereof, and the wall. And 
.the city lieth in a foursquare, and the length thereof is as great 
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the golden reed 
for twelve thousand furlongs, and the length and the height 
and the breadth thereof are equal. And he measured the wall 
thereof an hundred forty-four cubits, the measure of a man, 
which is of an angel. 

And the building of the wall thereof was of jasper stone, but 
the city itself pure gold like to clear glass. And the founda- 
tions of the wall of the city were adorned with all manner of 
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, 
sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; the 
fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the 
eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the 
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve 
gates are twelve pearls, one to each; and every several gate was 
of one several pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, 
as it were transparent glass. 

And I saw no temple therein. For the Lord God Almighty 
is the temple thereof, and the Lamb. And the city hath no 
need of the sun nor of the moon to shine in it, for the glory 
of God hath enlightened it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. 
And the nations shall walk in the light of it; and the kings of 
the earth shall bring their glory and honour into it. And the 
gates thereof shall not be shut by day, for there shall be no 
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night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it. There shall not enter into it any thing defiled 
or that worketh abomination or maketh a lie, but they that are 
written in the book of life of the Lamb. ~ 

And he showed me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the 
midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of the river, was 
the tree of life, bearing twelve fruits, yielding its fruits every 
month, and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. And there shall be no curse any more; but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall 
serve him. And they shall see his face, and his name shall be 
on their foreheads. And night shall be no more: and they shall 
not need the light of the lamp, nor the light of the sun, because 
the Lord God shall enlighten them, and they shall reign for 
ever and ever. 





NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Numbers refer to pages 


25. In the beginning: many explanations of the first chap- 
ter have been given in attempting to harmonize it with science. 
It must be remembered that the account of creation given here 
was not intended to be scientific but was adapted to the capacity 
of the people of the writer’s day. The following are the chief 
theories advanced: 

(a) The Literal Theory. Early commentators generally ad- 
hered to the literal account in all its particulars. 

(b) The Vision Theory. St. Augustine held that Goa com- 
municated the knowledge of creation to Moses in succes- 
sive visions or pictures that have no relation to time. 

(c) The Era Theory. According to this theory the Biblical 
account is made to agree with the geological eras. The 
word “day” need not be interpreted as a day of twenty- 
four hours, but may be understood as an indeterminate 
period of time. 

The Church has not made any decision on the question of 
creation, except to state that the literal sense of the first three 
chapters must not be excluded, but not all the words need be 
accepted in their ordinary meanings. (Biblical Commission, 
30 June, 1909.) 

The first five books of the Bible form the Pentateuch (mean- 
ing five books). They are the work of Moses. Genesis—that 
is, the beginning—is the first book. It tells of the beginning of 
all things, the creation of man, his fall, the flood, the tower of 
Babel, the history of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and also the 
story of Joseph. Genesis was written fifteen centuries before 


the coming of Our Lord. 
201 
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25. firmament: the space between the earth and the stars. 
The lower part of the firmament divides the waters on the earth 
from those in the clouds. 

5 

27. God formed man: the Bible teaches the creation of man 
by the direct and separate action of God. Followers of the 
theory of Evolution who assert that man has developed from 
lower forms of life, both body and soul, find themselves in con- 
flict with the scriptural account. Despite their researches, they 
have not been able to prove their theory, for they have not suc- 
ceeded in finding the “link” creatures that bridge the gap be- 
tween man and beast, nor in explaining satisfactorily the exist- 
ence of an intelligent soul in man. 

There is an evolution of individuals within species, but no 
complete evidence has been thus far advanced to show that one 
species has evolved out of another. While we may believe in 
evolution within species or in reference to the lower forms of 
life, we cannot accept the theories of evolutionists with regard 
to man. We must believe that he was created by the direct and 
immediate action of God. The Biblical Commission, in its de- 
cree of June 30, 1909, forbids Catholics to call in doubt the 
literal, historical sense of Genesis when it speaks of the “special 
or peculiar creation of man.” 


27. tree of life: so called because it would give health to 
those who should eat of its fruit; the tree of knowledge would 
give a superior kind of knowledge, according to the serpent. 


28. she took of the fruit thereof: our first parents sinned 
through disobedience and pride; for they disregarded the divine 
command and wanted to be like God, knowing good and evil. 
The sin which they committed has tainted their descendants 
and is called original sin. Only the Blessed Virgin was exempt 
from this sin. Wordsworth calls her “our tainted nature’s soli- 
tary boast.” Adam lost the graces of the state of original jus- 
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tice, and he and his descendants became a prey to sickness, pov- 
erty, war and death. 


29. I will put enmities: the coming of One who would re- 
store man to God’s friendship was thus prophesied. The seed 
was Jesus Christ. 


30. firstlings: the first-born of the animals. 

Cain and Abel were sons of Adam and Eve. Daughters are 
given no prominence in the account, the custom among the 
Hebrew writers being to ignore them. By a special provision 
of God, the children of Adam and Eve were permitted to inter- 
marry. Milton gives the story of the two brothers in Paradise 
Lost, Bk. XI, Il., 429-447. 


31. cubit: a measure of about eighteen inches. 

There has always been a widespread tradition among the 
races of the earth that there was a great flood. There are 
numerous accounts independent of the one given in the Bible. 
The catastrophe was probably not universal but was limited in 
extent. “Earth” means land. 


33. Armenia: Mt. Ararat, on the boundary of Armenia, is 
popularly supposed to be the peak on which the Ark landed. 


34. holocausts: a form of sacrifice in which the flesh of the 
victim was wholly consumed by fire after the blood had been 
poured around the altar. 


35. bow: a rainbow. 
36. Babel: the name of the capital of Babylonia (Sennaar). 
36. let us go down: the plural indicated the Holy Trinity. 


36. Chanaan: Palestine. Thare and his family lived in 
Babylonia or Chaldea. The locations of both Ur and Haran 
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are in dispute, but both were in Mesopotamia, the country be- 
tween the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. It was the site of the 
ancient Assyrian and Babylonian empires. In token of his 
destiny Abram’s name was later changed to Abraham (Gen. 
xvii, 5). Abram means high father, and Abraham, the father 
of the multitude. 


37. Bethel: a town a few miles north of Jerusalem. Abram 
traveled south from Sichem to Bethel. 


38. Segor: a little one. Abraham was dwelling in the vale 
of Mambre when he was surprised by the visit of three angels. 
When they were departing, the Lord spoke to Abraham and 
told him that He would destroy the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrha because of their wickedness. Abraham pleaded for 
them and was promised that, if only thirty just men were found 
in them, the cities would be spared. Two angels, sent to 
Sodom in the evening, lodged at the house of Abraham’s 
nephew, Lot. 


38. thou shalt offer him: the custom of sacrificing their 
firstborn children to their gods was probably prevalent among 
the tribes in whose midst Abraham dwelt. God demanded from 
Abraham a proof of loyalty, and when the patriarch, with 
heart wrung with anguish, was ready to make the great sacri- 
fice, God intervened to show that He abhorred human sacri- 
fice and that it was not to be tolerated among Abraham’s 
descendants. 


41. Put thy hand under my thigh: a form of taking an 
oath. It is still used occasionally by Bedouins when making a 
solemn affirmation. This selection is one of the most beautiful 
and charming descriptions of patriarchal life and primitive 
marriage customs. 


41. To thy seed: descendants. 


a hive ol 


\ 
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41. he will send his angel before thee: the servant’s 
guardian angel. 


41. And he... departed: it is quite in accord with East- 
ern custom to send a deputy instead of the one most interested. 
Many peoples still employ a professional matchmaker ; for ex- 
ample, the Jews. 


42. sicle: the weight of a certain coin. 


45. took her cloak: it was customary for the bride to ap- 
pear veiled before the groom until they were married. 


45. Edom: red. It became the name of the place where 
Esau settled, which was noted for its red sandstone cliffs. 
Esau and Jacob were twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca, but Esau 
was born first and therefore erititled to the birth-right which 
included the headship of the family, a double portion of the 
inheritance, the special blessing of his father, the priesthood 
from which he had to be redeemed and other family rights. 


47. venison: the edible flesh of any animal, especially the 
deer. Urged by his mother, Rebecca, Jacob deceived Isaac. It 
was foretold to his mother at his birth that he would overcome 
his brother Esau, and it was in fulfilment of the divine plan 
that Isaac secured his father’s blessing. St. Augustine, treat- 
ing of the question whether or not Jacob lied, says that this 
whole passage is mysterious as relating to the preference which 
was afterwards to be given to the Gentiles before the Jews. 
Other scholars believe that Isaac sinned in the deception but 
afterwards obtained forgiveness by the patient bearing of his 
sufferings. ; 


47. Behold the smell. of my son: the blessing refers to the 
fruitful land and the lordship of the supposed Esau. 
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48. Rightly is his name called Jacob: the supplanter. 


48. In the fat of the earth: this blessing was fulfilled in the 
life of Esau and his descendants, the Edomites. | They were 
subject to the Israelites but frequently threw off the yoke. 


49. Heth: a section of the land of Chanaan west of the 
Dead Sea. Its people were unbelievers. Rebecca wished her 
son to marry one of his own race and religion. 


49. grandfather: Abraham, who, by God’s promise, was to 
possess Palestine and become the founder of a nation. 


49. Bersabee: a settlement in the extreme south of Pales- 
tine and west of the Dead Sea. Isaac bade Jacob take a wife 
from the daughters of Laban, his uncle, and not from the 
Chanaanites; and Isaac assured his son that the blessings be- 
stowed upon Abraham would fall upon Jacob and his descend- 
ants. It was on Jacob’s long journey to Mesopotamia in quest 
of a wife that he had the vision here related. 


49. a certain place: thought to be in the mountains of 
Ephraim, a district noted for its formations of limestone. It 
was a few days’ journey from Bersabee. 


50. pouring oil upon the top of it: the Church today 
anoints altar stones with oil. 


50. this stone .. . set up for a title: it was erected as a 
symbol of the presence of God and was called Bethel. The 
place became a religious center. There is a tradition that the 
stone was afterwards brought to Scotland and was finally 
placed under the coronation chair in Westminster Abbey. 
There is not much basis for the belief that the Westminster 
stone of granite is the same as the “title” stone, which was 
probably limestone. 
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50. tithes: that is, “tenths: It was customary to give yearly 
a considerable portion, about a tenth of one’s possessions, as 
a sacrifice to God and in support of His worship. The custom 
of tithes, or ecclesiastical taxes, has played a large part in 
Jewish and Christian history. 


51. cousin-german: first cousin. The sojourn of Jacob at 
Haran seems to have lasted for twenty years. His stay was 
marked by stern discipline in order that his character might be 
purified. A deception was practiced upon him by Laban in 
giving him Lia for his wife. Though Jacob discovered that 
he had been deceived, he worked another seven years and then 
received Rachel for his wife. God permitted the Jewish patri- 
archs to have more than one wife. 


51. her father’s brother: rather, her near relative. 


52. Mahanaim: a town in Gilead, east of the Jordan. Jacob 
was returning to Chanaan after the twenty years’ sojourn with 
Laban, when his messengers reported to him that his brother 
Esau, whom he feared and distrusted, was advancing with a 
large force. 


52. land of Seir: Edom, south of the Dead Sea. 


53. Jaboc: a little stream that runs into the Jordan. This 
incident happened while Jacob was anxiously awaiting Esau. 
Besides being a bodily experience, it was also a spiritual one, 
which showed Jacob that with divine aid he could overcome 
Esau or any other enemy. 


53. aman: an angel in man’s shape. Jacob later calls him 
God, because he represented God. 


53. he touched the sinew of his thigh: the angel touched 
Jacob’s thigh. 
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53. Israel: the one who perseveres with God. The change 
of name denotes the change of character in Jacob, who is no 
longer the supplantér but the one worthy to prevail. The new 
name is prophetic of the part played in religiots history by 
Jacob’s descendants. 


54. Phanuel: the face of God. 


54. Joseph: Rachel’s first-born son. He was later to play 
a great part in Jewish history. 


54. seven times: in token of submission to Esau. 


55. I will follow softly after: Jacob thought it prudent to 
travel apart from his brother who was hot-tempered. 


55. socoth: east of the Jordan and south of the Jaboc. 


55. Salem: near Sichem, west of the Jordan. Renowned 
for its priest-king, Melchisedech, who was a type of Our Lord. 
He offered bread and wine and blessed Abraham after the lat- 
ter’s victory over his enemies. See Heb. Wil, 


55. Bala and Zelpha: lesser wives of Jacob. One of the 
most beautiful narratives in the Bible. The conduct of Joseph 
frequently reminds us of Our Lord of whom he was a type. 
Like Christ, he was the beloved son of his father; he was 
sent to his brethren who rejected and persecuted him; he was 
falsely accused, humiliated and glorified ; yet in the end he con- 
ferred benefits upon his brethren and upon those among whom 
he dwelt. The account is important historically; for it was in 
Egypt that the Jews grew from a tribe into a nation and came 
in contact with a highly civilized people. 


56. he told his brethren a dream: Joseph was of a contem- 
plative nature. His dreams foreshadow his future greatness. 
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56. Hebron: in the south, west of the Dead Sea. He had 
to travel north to Sichem. 


56. Dothain: about 12 miles north of Sichem. It was on 
the caravan route between Syria and Egypt. 


56. an old pit: a water cistern, generally dry, except during 
the rainy season. 


56. Ismaelites: descendants of Ismael, the son of Abraham 
and Agar. Agar was an Egyptian and a lesser wife. She was 
forced to flee into the wilderness from Sarai, but was con- 
strained to return by an angel. The Ismaelites were a wild 
and ruthless tribe. See Gen. xvi. 


58. Galaad: Gilead, a land east of the Jordan. 
58. Madianite merchants: Bedouins from Arabia. 


58. sackcloth: a coarse, dark cloth made of camels’ hair or 
goats’ hair and used for saddles and bagging. It was worn 
next to the skin as a sign of sorrow and penitence. 


58. hell: here, limbo, or the place where the souls of the 
just were received before the death of Christ. In other places 
“hell” may mean the grave. 


59. His master hearing these things: Joseph was charged 
with the serious crime of having violated the sanctity of his 
master’s home. 


59. the butler and the baker: it is thought that they plotted 
to poison the king. 


59. Doth not interpretation belong to God: when dreams 
are from God, as in this case, their interpretation is a gift of 
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God. When they are not, as is usually the case, but are due 
to mental experiences or physical disorders it is wrong to in- 
terpret such dreams as prophetic. Such interpretation is a vio- 
lation of the First Commandment. Re 

60. Pharao: the title of the sovereigns of ancient Egypt. 
Here used as a proper name. 


60. kine: cows. Kine is an archaic term. 


63. the saviour of the world: Joseph is here a type of 
Christ. The Egyptian title in its literal translation is, probably, 
“God, the Living One, has spoken.” 


63. Heliopolis: “City of the Sun.” It was about seven 
miles northeast of the present city of Cairo. 


63. Benjamin: the youngest of Jacob’s twelve sons. He 
and Joseph were the favorite sons because Rachel was their 
mother. It was natural that Joseph should desire to meet Ben- 
jamin, and Joseph, probably, hoped that Jacob would come with 
his youngest son. 


64. unfenced: unprotected. 


68. messes: food. Joseph’s love for Benjamin is shown by 
the greater mess. The caste system required that those of dif- 
ferent castes should sit apart. 


69. divining: discovering secrets and foretelling future 
events. 


71. Gessen: a fertile district situated in northern Egypt and 
lying east of the Nile. It was well suited to the pastoral habits 
of the Hebrews. 
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72. the well of the oath: Bersabee, the most southern city 
in Palestine. 


73. the Egyptians have all shepherds in abomination: 
the reason for their dislike is unknown. It may be that their 
own scrupulous cleanliness made them intolerant of the rude 
and uncouth shepherd, or because they had been ruled by the 
Hyksos, or Shepherd Kings, Asiatic conquerors, whom they 
had little reason to love. 


74. Ramesses: probably identical with Gessen. 


74. Levi: a tribe whose members were set aside for the 
priestly office. The name, Exodus, given to this, the second 
book of the Pentateuch, means “the going out,” and describes 
the main incident of the narrative, the flight of the Jews from 
Egypt. It contains the history of the persecution of the Jewish 
people under a Pharao “who knew not Joseph.” It also gives 
an account of the plagues that afflicted the persecutors, the de- 
parture under the leadership of Moses, the wanderings in the 
wilderness, the giving of the Ten Commandments on Sinai and 
various laws relating to worship. It is one of the most im- 
portant books of the Bibie. 

The Egyptian king strove to diminish the ranks of the 
Israelites by severe labor, but failing in this, he had recourse 
to the slaughter of their male infants. However, his own 
daughter became an agent of deliverance for the oppressed 
people. Moses, whom she saved, became the leader of his per- 
secuted brethren. 


74. Moses: an Egyptian word meaning child, or son. 
76. Phihahiroth: none of the places mentioned has been 


identified with certainty; the crossing was made probably at 
some point north of Suez. Moses was reared and educated by 
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Pharao’s daughter, but his Egyptian upbringing did not de- 
stroy his love for his own people. When he reached manhood, 
he killed an Egyptian who had struck a Hebrew. He fled to 
Madian, where he married. God, speaking to him.from a burn- 
ing bush, ordered his return to Egypt. He and his brother, 
Aaron, appealed to Pharao to stop the persecution. The latter 
refused, and seven dreadful plagues afflicted the Egyptians. 

At last, the firstborn male infants of the Egyptians were 
slain by God’s power ; and after the Jews had eaten the paschal 
lamb they were permitted by the angry and grief-stricken 
Pharao to leave the land. They were on their way when he 
regretted the permission and started in pursuit. 


77. a dark cloud, and enlightening the night: it was dark 
to the Egyptians but light to the Israelites. The pillar of cloud 
guided the latter in their desert wanderings. 


77- Morning watch: between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. 


79. holy habitation: the land of Chanaan. When the Is- 
raelites reached the farther shore of the Red Sea, they chanted 
the magnificent hymn of victory. 


79. Philisthiim, Edom, Moab: parts of Palestine. 
80. mountain of thy inheritance: the highlands of Chanaan. 
80. timbrel: tambourine, a small drum. 


80. Sinai: a peninsula jutting out into the Red Sea. This 
selection forms the most important part of the Pentateuch, 
the Books of Moses. God here gives definite expression to 
natural law. The Commandments form the basic laws of 
Christian conduct. They were afterwards written by God on 
two tables of stone and placed in the Ark of the Covenant, 
which stood in the Holy of Holies. 


i 
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82. unto the third and fourth generation: a man’s de- 
scendants share in the effects of his sins; on the other hand, 
God rewards one’s good deeds “‘unto a thousand”’ generations. 


83. to prove you: to test your faith. 


84. Josue: the captain of the host and later the personal 
attendant of Moses. Moses remained on the mount forty days, 
during which time he received from God ordinances regulating 
worship. Meanwhile, the Israelites, despairing of his return, 
prevailed upon Aaron to make a golden calf to which they paid 
divine honors. 


85. a blessing may be given to you: the priesthood which 
was conferred on the members of their tribe. 


85. the book that thou hast written: figuratively, the 
Book of Life. Moses asks that the sins of the people be for- 
given or that he may die. 


86. a brazen serpent: a type of the Saviour lifted up on 
the Cross, who heals all who look to Him with faith. This 
selection is from the fourth book of the Pentateuch, called Num- 
bers. Its title refers to the numbering, or census, which Moses 
undertook. It contains the history of the people for about 
thirty-nine years, during which time they wandered in the desert 
and prepared to enter Palestine, the Promised Land. 

The Israelites fought against the inhabitants of southern 
Chanaan and overcame them; but the continual fighting and 
hardships were wearisome to the Jews, and they began to 
murmur. 


86. seventh day ... seven trumpets . . . seven times: 
seven was a mystical number among the Jews. The number 
signifies perfection. The Jews were led into Chanaan by Josue 
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who had succeeded Moses in the leadership. The latter died 
before entering the Promised Land. The book was probably 
written by Josue. It describes the conquest of Chanaan. 

Josue had crossed the Jordan, but the impoxtant city of 
Jericho was a formidable obstacle to the conquest of the coun- 
try. God gave the city miraculously to the invaders. 


86. ark of the covenant: a chest of acacia wood, overlaid 
with gold and supporting two golden angels. In it Moses placed. 
the two stone tablets on which God had written the Ten Com- 
mandments. The ark occupied the principal place in the Holy 
of Holies, the sanctuary of the Temple. The Blessed Virgin is 
called “Ark of the Covenant” in her litany because she was the 
Mother of our Lord, God’s greatest Covenant or Gift to men. 


87. compass: surround. 
87. anathema: accursed, utterly destroyed. 


88. the paths rested: the roads leading to the sanctuary of 
God were no longer crowded. After the conquest of the land 
of Chanaan, the people were at first ruled in primitive fashion - 
by elders called Judges, and when they murmured and cried for 
a king, God ordered Samuel the prophet to anoint Saul, who 
thus became the first of a long line of Jewish kings. This book 
describes many happenings during the period of the Judges. 
It is believed that the book was written by Samuel. 

The Israelites were strongly opposed to Jaban, king of 
Chanaan, and his general, Sisara. The invaders were finally 
victorious. Jaban was defeated decisively; Sisara was killed 
by Jahel, Haber’s wife, who drove a nail into his head. Deb- 
bora, one of the women leaders of the Israelites, and Barac, 
the victor, join in the song of triumph. It is one of the finest 
and earliest Hebrew poems. Many of the words and allusions 
are obscure, 
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89. Thanach . .. Mageddo: towns in the plain of Es- 
draelon, northwestern Palestine. Cison is a river that waters 
the plain. 


go. land of Meroz: location unknown. 


gi. Saraa: a town a few miles west of Jerusalem. During 
the period of the Judges, the Israelites were in constant war- 
fare with the pagan Philistines who occupied the southern 
coast. Samson, renowned for his great strength, was one of 
“the judges. The stories of his achievements were very popular ; 
their results left no permanent effect on the history of his 
country, but his conduct serves as a warning of the dangers 
that await one who is reckless and prone to be easily influenced. 
Milton has written a drama that has for its theme Samson’s 
captivity and death. It is called Samson Agonistes. 


gi. Thamnatha: a city of the Philistines, four miles south- 
west of Saraa. 


g2. Ascalon: a settlement on the Philistine coast. 

93. Etam: a rocky place supposed to be near Jerusalem. 

93. Lechi: location unknown. 

94. Gaza: a city of the Philistines, two miles from the 
coast and the last town on the coast road to Egypt far from 


Samson’s country. 


95. Hebron: one of the highest mountains in Judea about 
forty miles from Jerusalem. 


95. Sorec: a long valley running west from Jerusalem for 
many miles. 
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95. sinews: strings made of the intestines of animals. Note 
the repetition of the mystical seven. The influence of hair on 
physical strength was widely believed by the ancients. 


\ 

96. Nazarite: one consecrated to God. The hair was shaved 

off after the completion of the vow and was burned as a sac- 
rifice. St. John the Baptist was a Nazarite. 


96. made him grind: grinding was women’s work. 
96. Dagon: the chief god of the Philistines. 


97. Bethlehem Juda: two hours’ journey south of Jeru- 
salem. It was to become famous as the birthplace of Christ. 
This book is one of the most beautiful in Sacred Scripture. It 
gives a pleasing picture of pastoral life and of a young woman’s 
fidelity and its reward. The poor Moabitess widow eventually 
became the wife of the rich Booz. Our Lord’s ancestry is 
traced to them through David by St. Matthew and St. Luke. 
The writer of this book is unknown ; it is ascribed by some to 
the prophet Samuel. 


97. Ephrathites: Ephratha was another name for Bethle- 
hem; hence, the phrase, “inhabitants of Ephratha, or Bethle- 
hem.” 


98. Moab: a pagan section to the southeast with a coastline 
on the Dead Sea. 


98. to her gods: Noemi did not mean to persuade Ruth to 
return to false worship but intimated that if Ruth would come 
with her, the young woman must be faithful to the God of 
Israel. 


99. worshipping: saluting him by kneeling and touching the 


ground with the forehead. 


tee 








NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 307 


IOI. vinegar: a customary drink today among the har- 
vesters of Palestine. 


101. frumenty: parched corn or wheat. 


102. Ephraim . . . Silo: about twenty-five miles north of 
Jerusalem. Josue had set up a place of worship in Silo. There 
are four Books of Kings and two of Paralipomenon, which 
means, those things that are left out. The purpose of the lat- 
ter books is to supply any accounts that may be wanting in 
the Books of Kings. The first two Books of Kings are some- 
times called the Books of Samuel, because they contain his his- 
tory together with the records of the first two kings, Saul and 
David. 

Elcana and Anna, his wife, were grieved because they had 
no child, and they prayed earnestly for one. The birth of 
Samuel was God’s answer, and in gratitude they dedicated him 
to divine service. He later played a large part in history, for 
it was he who anointed the first king, Saul. 


102. Heli: the high priest. 


102. lamp of God went out: the seven-branched candlestick 
burned all night in the sanctuary. The time of the call was 
early morning. 


104. not one of his words fell to the ground: were without 
effect. All his predictions came true. 


104. Dan to Bersabee: the most northern and the most 
southern town. The distance between them was one hundred 
and fifty miles. The expression means, “from one end of the 
country to the other.” It is frequently used in the Bible and 
in general literature. 
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104. Socho: probably a town near Bethlehem. Azeca was 
in the vicinity. This is one of the most stirring and interesting 
stories in the Bible. It is frequently referred to in literature 
and is often represented in art; for example, \Verrocchio’s 
David. The hero of the conflict ‘succeeded Saul in the king- 
ship. 


104. Geth: a city of the Philistines, 
104. six cubits and a span: about nine and a half feet. 


104. five thousand sicles: probably about one hundred and 
fifty pounds. The weight of a sicle is unknown. 


10g. Accaron: a fortified city of the Philistines, 


110. prophesied: here acted the prophet in a mad manner 
or with outbreaks of frenzy. Jonathan was Saul’s son. He and 
David loved each other with a love “above the love of women.” 


110. city of David: Jerusalem. Solomon succeeded his 
father, David. Solomon’s reign was marked by luxury and 
splendor. He was especially renowned for his wisdom. 


110. sacrificed in the high places: on the mountain tops, 
as was customary among the pagan Chanaanites and the early 
Israelites. Solomon, though worshipping the true God, was 
breaking an ordinance which allowed no place of sacrifice but 
the temple. Gabaon, about ten miles north of Jerusalem, was 
one of the high places. 


111. Achab: king of Israel; he had fallen into idolatry, and 
the drought which Elias had predicted was sent to punish him. 
Elias is a prominent figure among the prophets as a worker 
of miracles. His prophecies treated of critical events in his 
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own times and had no reference to the Messias. His history 
is given extended treatment by the sacred writers. 


111, Get thee hence: in order to avoid persecution. 


112. Sarephta of the Sidonians: a coast town between Tyre 
and Sidon. 


113. Assuerus: identified with Xerxes. The events recorded 
in the Book of Esther fall within the period of the Jewish cap- 
tivity under the Persian king, Xerxes (485-464 B.C.). The 
Jews commemorate their deliverance by the feast of “Purim,” 
which is preceded by the “Fast of Esther.” Mardochai, one 
of the principal characters in the account, is believed to have 
been the author of this book. 


113. India: Ethiopia in Asia was a region near the Indus 
River. Ethiopia in Africa was a country south of Nubia. 


113. Susan: a city in southwestern Persia. 
114. beds: couches upon which the diners reclined. 


114. Mamuchan: one of the counsellors whose advice had 
been asked. 


115. law of the Persians and of the Medes: an expres- 
sion widely used in literature to denote unchangeable laws. 


117. Nisan: March—April. 
121. fifty cubits: about eighty feet. 
122. eunuchs: chamberlains, or attendants. 


124. Siban: May—June. 
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124. Hus: Edom. This is one of the finest and most valu- 
able books in the Old Testament. It deals with the age-old 
problem of suffering. Only a few extracts can be given here, 
but the work should be read in its entirety. Most of it is in 
poetical form. It is a drama with prologue, dialogue and epi- 
logue. It is considered one of the world’s literary masterpieces. 
The writer is unknown. 


125. sons of God: the angels. 


125. Satan: the passage recounts figuratively the ceaseless 
activity of the Evil Spirit in tempting men. God permits temp- 
tation; at the same time he gives each one sufficient grace to 
resist. In this way man gains merit. 


125. Sabeans: Arabians. 

125. fire of God: lightning. 

126. potsherd: a piece of earthenware. 

127. Then Job answered: the three friends charge that Job 
must have offended God, and that his present sufferings are the 
punishment of wickedness. God permitted these trials in order 
to prove and make manifest Job’s splendid character. 

128. troops: afflictions. 


128. tabernacle: tent. 


128. Have pity on me: verses frequently regarded as pray- 
ers of souls in Purgatory. 


128. For I know that my Redeemer liveth: in these verses 
Job expresses his belief in the coming of One who will vindi- 
cate him and in the final resurrection of the body. 
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129. Then the Lord answered Job: Job and his friends had 
been discussing the problem of suffering. God tells them that 
it is a mystery not to be solved by man, 


131. Pleiades: a cluster of stars. 
131. Arcturus: a star of the first magnitude. 


133. The Psalms: The Psalter has been called the “heart 
of the Bible.” Its sacred poems, abounding in moral and dog- 
matic richness, contain many prophecies relating to the expected 
Messias. They are distinguished by much spiritual and literary 
beauty. A psalm is a poem, or song. David composed the 
greater part of the contents of this book. 


133. Psalm 1: a prologue psalm; its main theme treats of 
the only true happiness, which is found in union with God 
eos. the faithful observance of His Law. It: was St. Je- 
rome’s favorite psalm. 


133. chair of pestilence: figuratively for scoffers or free- 
thinkers who mock religion. 


133. Psalm 8: this beautiful psalm is based on the story of 
Creation, and sets forth the dignity of man. Tradition says 
that it was composed by the young David as he tended his sheep 
on the hills of Bethlehem and watched the evening stars come 
forth. The election of St. Martin as Bishop of Tours was de- 
cided by the verse beginning, “Out of the mouth of infants.” 
Francis Thompson drew the inspiration of his poem, ‘Little 
Jesus, from the same verse. Our Lord quoted this verse when 
He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. (Matt. xxi: 16). 


134. Psalm 14: composed for the translation of the Ark to 
Mount Sion (see 2 Kings, vi). 
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134. holy hill: Mount Sion, where the Temple stood. 


135. Psalm 18: the physical world with its incomparable 
splendor bears testimony to the grandeur of God.. The tri- 
umphal march of the sun is a figure of the irresistible conquest 
of the world by Our Lord. 


135. The law of the Lord: God’s law is another manifesta- 
tion of His glory. 


136. Psalm 22: the Divine Shepherd, who guides David, is a 
generous host who treats His friend with great liberality. This 
is one of the most beautiful psalms. It was chosen by St. 
Augustine as the hymn of martyrs. 


137. Psalm 23: a hymn of triumph composed, like Psalm 
14, for the installation of the Ark of the Covenant on Mount 
Sion. This psalm is in the form of a dialogue and was prob- 
ably sung by different groups of chanters. It is applied to the 
Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord. : 


138. Psalm 50: the famous Miserere. It is the act of re- 
pentance uttered by David before the prophet Nathan (see 
2 Kings, xii). It is a perfect act of contrition. 


138. hyssop: a sprig, or herb. A bunch of hyssop was 
dipped in the blood of sacrifice or in water and was used to 
sprinkle persons and things to be cleansed. 


138. bowels: inmost soul. 


139. Psalm 71: a psalm that prophesies the coming of the 
Messias. 


139. He shall come down: the Messias will come quietly. 
The Jews expected His advent as a conqueror. 
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140. Before him the Ethiopians . . . the kings of Thar- 
sis: applied to the visit of the Wise Men of the East on 
Epiphany. 


140. Tharsis: Tartessus in southern Spain. 
140. Saba: an unknown locality; probably a part of Arabia. 


140. Libanus: Lebanon, a mountain range in northern Pal- 
estine famous for its cedar trees. 


141. Psalm 83: the joy and beauty of the worship of God; 
the longing of the soul for Heaven. 


142. Psalm 103: a hymn of creation; a poetical commentary 
on the first chapter of Genesis. This hymn is admired for its 
literary beauty. 


142. deep: the waters. 

143. irchin: old form of urchin; a coney, or hedgehog. 

144. Psalm 148: this hymn of praise is believed to have 
been composed as an act of thanksgiving for the return from 
the Babylonian exile. St. Francis of Assisi modeled his Can- 
ticle of the Sun on this psalm. 

145. horn: power. 

145. Alleluia: an ejaculation of joy from two Hebrew 
words meaning, “Praise the Lord.” It is used in the liturgy of 


the joyful seasons. 


145. Psalm 150: the concluding poem of the psalter. It 
calls upon all that breathe to praise God. 
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145. firmament of his power: the roof of the sky, which 
the power of God has made. 


146. psaltery: a kind of harp. & 
147. timbrel: tambourine. 


153. heap hot coals: make him burn with shame. This 
poetical book is attributed to Solomon. It contains many para- 
bles and wise sayings. 


154. valiant woman: a woman virtuous, excellent and capa- 


ble. 
154. spoils: gains. 


155. Ecclesiastes: a work attributed to Solomon. In He- 
brew it is called “The Preacher” and is thought to be a con- 
fession of the king after he had repented of his errors. 


159. voice of the turtle: of the turtle dove. This is a mys- 
tical book which recounts figuratively the love of Christ for 
His Church. It is an allegory. 


159. Bether: meaning and location unknown. 


159. their unexpected salvation: the wicked will be sur- 
prised at the unexpected salvation of the just. The author of 
the Book of Wisdom is unknown, but the work purports to 
set forth the sentiments of Solomon. Its main theme is the 
excellence of wisdom. It contains prophecies of the Messias 
and contrasts the sorrow of the wicked with the joy of the just. 


162. Ecclesiasticus: written between B.C. 190 and B.C. 180, 
by Jesus, the son of Sirach. It derives its name from the 
custom of reading it in church (ecclesia) and was especially 
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popular for instructing converts in moral precepts, in which it 
abounds. 


164. a great light: the dawn of a new age. The prophets 
frequently used the past tense (prophetic perfect) to denote the 
future. Isaias was the great prophet who clearly foretold the 
coming of Christ, the foundation of His Church, His death 
and the calling of the Gentiles. He lived seven centuries be- 
fore these events took place but not much is known of his life. 
With Jeremias, Ezechiel and Daniel he is accorded a place 
among the Greater Prophets. 

The selection foretells the advance of the Messias and the 
names that shall be fittingly applied to Him. 


164. Madian: a reference to the victory of Gedeon over the 
Madianites (Judges, vii-viii). 


164. Jesse: the father of David. Our Lord’s descent is thus 
prophesied. A prophecy of Christ and of the spirit of peace 
which He will bring to the world. 


165. his reins: his loins. The figure stands for readiness 
of action. 


165. basilisk: a serpent, or lizard. 

165. my holy mountain: Sion. 

165. Gentiles: here, those who are not Jews. 
165. arm of the Lord: power of the Lord. 


165. as a tender plant: Christ’s early life was obscure and 
humble. 


165. chastisement of our peace: resulting in our peace. 
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166. Jeremias: Jeremias, who was one of the Greater Proph- 
ets, lived in the seventh century before Christ. He is regarded 
as a type of Our Lord in his sufferings of persecution, his 
charity and nis violent death. He prophesied the misfortunes 
that were to befall the Jews. This selection refers to the ease - 
with which God can control the fortunes of His people. 


167. In the third year: about B.C. 606. Among those who 
were taken captive to Babylon in B.C. 607, was Daniel, a 
noble youth. His experiences and prophetic visions are re- 
corded in the book which bears his name. He foretold the 
precise time of the Redeemer’s coming. 


167. Asphenez: head chamberlain. 


167. he would not be defiled: the food might have been 
flesh considered unclean by Jewish law. 


168. pulse: beans, peas. 


168. Chaldeans: the inhabitants of Chaldea were famed for 
their knowledge of magic and astrology. 


I7I. a great statue: a prophecy of the downfall of the 
pagan empires. The “stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands” that “filled the whole earth” is the Church of Christ. 

173. sixty cubits high: about one hundred feet by ten. 


173. Dura: about twelve miles from Babylon. 


173. sackbut ... psaltery: stringed instruments. The 
symphony was a bagpipe. 


175. The Song of the Three Young Men: recited by the 
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priest, as he leaves the altar after Mass, as a hymn of praise 
and thanksgiving (see Ps. 148). 


180. Mane, Thecel, Phares: names of weights; the literal 
meaning of the phrase is “a mina, a mina, a shekel, and a half 
mina.” 


181. towards Jerusalem: a custom ordered by the Talmud, 
the book of Jewish law. 


184. seven weeks: meaning seven weeks of years (49 
years) ; and sixty-two weeks, or 434 years, which must elapse 
from the rebuilding of the city under Esdras to the coming of 
Christ. 


184. the victim and the sacrifice shall fail: the Temple was 
destroyed by Titus in the reign of Vespasian A.D. 70. (see 
Our Lord’s prophecy, Matt., xxiv: 15). 


184. Michael ...¢he great prince: ‘St. Michael, the 
Archangel, the guardian of the Church. The prophet states 
his belief in the resurrection. 


184. learned: in the true wisdom of knowing and loving 
God. 


184. Ninive: the capital of Assyria. The city was on the 
river Tigris. Jonas was one of the Minor Prophets who lived 
in the first half of the eighth century before Christ. He typi- 
fied and prefigured in his own person the burial and resurrec- 
tion of Our Lord. St. Augustine, commenting on the miracle 
recorded in the book, says, “Either we may not believe any 
miracle at all, or we must admit that there is no reason for 
denying the miracle of Jonas.” 
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185. Joppa: a seaport of Palestine. 


186. a great fish: nothing is said about its species. Note 
Our Lord’s reference to the miracle. (Matt., xij: 40.) 


186. exceedingly troubled: lest he be regarded as a false 
prophet. 


186. booth: a little structure made of boughs and leaves. 


187. Minor Prophets: many lesser prophets arose in Israel 
to warn the people of the consequences of defection from God 
or to tell of the glorious future that was to be ushered in by 
the expected Messias. A selection of Messianic prophecies 
follows. 


187. in the top of mountains: the kingdom of God will be 
supreme. With the advent of the Promised One the Jews will 
become a happy nation. 


188. O daughter of the robber: allusion doubtful. It may 
tefer to Babylon or Jerusalem. A most notable prophecy made 


by Micheas eight centuries before the event. 


188. Bethlehem Ephrata: Ephrata is frequently identified 
with Bethlehem. 


188. thousands: families or tribes. The town was held in 
little repute, though it was connected with the history of David. 


188. unto me: for me, or according to my will. 


188. For thus saith: Aggeus prophesied after the return 
from the Babylonian Captivity. About five centuries before — 


Our Lord, he foretold that the Temple, which was to be re- ; 


built, would be made glorious by the presence of the Messias, 


i 
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188. Thus saith the Lord: Zacharias was a contemporary 
of Aggeus. 


188. portending men: men who will show wonders that are 
to come. 


188. the Orient: Christ; here compared to the rising sun 
which enlightens the world. 


189. Rejoice greatly: Zacharias also prophesied incidents in 
the passion of Our Lord; among them, His triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem (given in this selection), His betrayal by Judas 
(xi: 12, 13) and His sufferings (xii: 10; xiii:6). 


189. Who is there among you: a prophecy of the Mass by 
Malachias, who lived about four hundred years before Christ. 
In the selection God states His displeasure with the empty lip 
worship of the Jews and proclaims that a new sacrifice, the 
“clean oblation” of the Eucharist, will take its place. 


189. Bethzacharam: a town near Hebron in southern Pales- 
tine and not far from the Idumean frontier. The events of the 
second century before Christ are recorded in the Books of the 
Machabees—so-called because they contain the account of the 
heroic fight of the Jews under the Machabean family, Matha- 
thias and his sons, Judas, Jonathan and Simon, against the 
kings of Syria. The derivation of the name Machabees is un- 
certain. 


190. chief of the scribes: of the doctors of the Law. The 
selection relates an incident during the reign of Antiochus, the 
Syrian, who persecuted the Jews. 


190. swine’s flesh: forbidden as unclean. 


192. Odollam: a town situated in southern Palestine and 
west of the Dead Sea. The selection relates that Judas Macha- 
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beus, Jewish leader, had defeated the Persians and also many 
of the neighboring tribes. Believing in the resurrection, he 
ordered prayers and sacrifice for the souls of the departed. 
The incident is one of the proofs for the existence of Purga- 
tory. 


192. donaries of the idols of Jamnia: votive offerings hung 
in the temples of the idols in Jamnia, a seaport of southern 
Palestine. The Jews had burned the port, and had taken the 
donaries as plunder. 


192. drachms: coins. The Attic silver drachma was worth 
about twenty-five cents. 
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203. Theophilus: nothing is known of him. The name 
means dear to God and may stand for any follower of Christ. 
He was probably a real person. 


203. Hail, full of grace: words used by the Church in the 
Angelical Salutation, or Hail Mary; also a Scriptural proof of 
the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. The event is com- 
memorated by the first joyful mystery of the Rosary and also 
by the Angelus. The feast is celebrated on March 25. The 
Annunciation has been the subject of many masterpieces of 
painting. 


204. And the angel answering: the Three Divine Persons 
are mentioned in this verse. 


204. Word: the Son of God. In the sublime beginning of 
his Gospel St. John describes the eternal generation of the Son 
by God the Father, and he records the Second Person’s gen- 
eration in time as Jesus Christ. The Church generally uses 
this selection as the Last Gospel of the Mass; for, as Dr. Gihr 
says, “all the rays of revelation scattered in the Holy Books 
regarding Jesus Christ are here found gathered in a focus.” 


204. John: John the Baptist. 


205. My soul doth magnify the Lord: the beautiful Mag- 
nificat which has been sung for ages at Vespers, the evening 
service. The event is commemorated by the second joyful mys- 
tery of the Rosary. The feast of the Visitation is on July 2. 
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206. And they made signs to his father: Zachary had 
doubted that a son would be born, and in token of the truth of 
his statement the Archangel Gabriel declared that the father 
would be dumb until the event had come to pass(see Luke, 
1720). 


207. Blessed be the Lord God: The Benedictus, a canticle 
which finds a place in the Lauds of the Divine Office. 


207. horn: power. 

207. enemies: the Romans. 

208. Jesus: Saviour. 

208. Behold a virgin: see Isaias, vii: 14. 


208. Cesar Augustus: He reigned B.C. 29 to A.D. 14. He 
was the adopted son of Julius Cesar. The birth of Christ is 
commemorated by the third joyful mystery of the Rosary. The 
feast is celebrated on December 25, Christmas (Christ’s Mass) 
Day. Jesus showed His sympathy for the poor by the manner 
of His birth. 


208. firstborn: if even only one child were born, the Jews 
called it the firstborn. 


210. And after eight days: this rite, corresponding to the 
Christian sacrament of Baptism marked the entrance of Jesus 
into the religious life of the Jewish people. The Feast of the 
Circumcision is celebrated on January 1, New Year’s Day. 


211. Now thou dost dismiss thy servant: the Nunc Dimit- 
tis, the beautiful canticle used in Compline, the night prayer 
of the Church. After the birth of a child, forty days in the 
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case of a boy, eighty in that of a girl, the mother presented 
herself in the Temple and offered a lamb and pigeon; a poor 
mother might offer two pigeons. The firstborn son was des- 
tined for the service of God, but on this occasion could be re- 
deemed with a money offering of five shekels (between two and 
three dollars). The Church celebrates the Presentation on 
February 2, as the Feast of the Purification, also called Can- 
dlemas Day, because a procession with lighted candles pre- 
cedes the Mass. The ceremony represents the entry of Christ, 
the Light of the World, into the Temple of Jerusalem. It is 
also commemorated as the fourth joyful mystery of the Rosary. 


211. thy salvation: the Messias. 


211. this child is set for the fall: He will divide the Jews 
into two parties, one that will accept Him and the other that 
will reject Him. 


211. thy own soul a sword shall pierce: a reference to 
Mary’s suffering when she should see her Son crucified. 


211. out of many hearts: the true character of men will be 
shown by their acceptance or rejection of Christ. 


211. Aser: one of the twelve tribes. 


212. king Herod: Herod the Great, who reigned from B.C. 
37 to B.C. 4. He was notorious for his cruelty. The popular 
dating of Our Lord’s birth is not exact. He was born not 
later than B.C. 6. 

The Adoration of the Magi is celebrated on January 6, the 
Epiphany, or manifestation, of the Redeemer to the Gentiles 
represented by the Wise Men. 


212. wise men: Magi, a priestly class among the eastern 
nations. They came from Chaldea or Persia. 
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212. frankincense and myrrh: costly spices. Mystically the 
gold symbolises Christ’s royalty; frankincense, His divinity ; 
and myrrh, His sufferings. 

“ 

213. Rama: Rachel was buried at Rama, a town in the 
southern part of Palestine. The feast of Holy Innocents is 
celebrated on December 28. 


214. seeking him: Mary and Joseph probably thought that 
He was with some other band of the numerous Galilean pil- 
grims with whom they were traveling. Families were generally 
united at the end of the day’s journey. They seem to have 
spent one day searching for Him in the large caravan, one day 
on the return to the city, and they found Him on the third day. 
The event is commemorated by the fifth joyful mystery of the 
Rosary. 


214. advanced in wisdom: His human mind developed 
naturally. 


215. I indeed baptize: His baptism was of penance, and 
was not a sacrament but was a type of the sacrament. This 
event was the beginning of Our Lord’s public life and the sign 
to John that Jesus was the Messias. 


215. tetrarch: a governor of the fourth part of a province. 


215. shut up John in prison: the Baptist was later put to 
death at the request of Salome, daughter of Herodias. 


215. Now it came to pass: a revelation of the Divine 
Trinity. 


215. Woman: in the East this form of address implies no 
disrespect. Mary’s words to the attendants prove that she did 
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not consider it a rebuff. It is believed that Our Lord raised 
marriage to the dignity of a sacrament on this occasion. 


216. Simon: His name was later changed to Peter by Our 
Lord. The first part of Our Lord’s ministry was spent in 
Galilee. 


218. he gave the name Peter: denoting his new vocation. 
Note that Peter is named first, as enjoying pre-eminence among 
his fellows. 


218. kingdom: the kingdom of Heaven. What Sinai was to 
the Jews, the Mount of the Beatitudes is to the Christians—a 
place where an authoritative moral code was given, upon which 
our civilization has been founded. The Beatitudes are the 
counsels whose observance leads to Christian perfection. 


218. Decapolis: a name given to ten cities which, with the 
exception of one, were located east of the Jordan. 


218. shall possess the land: the meek will eventually tri- 
umph. Land may mean the next world. 


219. So let your light: His disciples should enlighten the 
world by teaching and good example. 


219. Raca: an expression of contempt meaning “worthless” 
and generally arising out of violent anger. 


220. excepting for the cause of fornication: Our Lord’s 
words cannot be interpreted as sanctioning divorce. They 
merely permit the separation of husband and wife under these 
circumstances. 


220. turn to him also the other: that is, we should always 
be patient in persecution and charitable in mind, though cir- 
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cumstances may force us to defend ourselves or resist an op- 
pressor for the common good. 


221. supersubstantial: rather, “for instant need.” Bread 
here means the necessities of daily life; it is also interpreted 
as Heavenly Bread, the Holy Eucharist. 


221. mammon: a Punic word meaning “what we trust in.” 
222. mote: a tiny twig. 


223. And again he began to teach: Our Lord frequently 
taught by telling short stories or parables from which a lesson 
could be drawn. 


225. Tiberias: a city bordering on the lake (Genesareth, or 
Galilee) and giving its name to it. 


226. Capharnaum: a little town on the Lake of Genesareth. 
Capharnaum became famous through incidents in Our Lord’s 
life. 


226. Rabbi: master, or teacher. Our Lord had gained the 
confidence of the people by performing the miracles related in 


the last two foregoing selections: and having thus prepared His 
followers, He promised them the Holy Eucharist. 


226. sealed: with the stamp of approval. 

227. manna: a heavenly food, “like unto hoar frost,’ with 
which God fed the Israelites when they were wandering in the 
desert (see Ex., xvi: 13). 


227. He gave them bread: see Eccli., xxiv: 29. 


227. bread: there is a sequence of thought from the earthly 
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bread to the Holy Eucharist; bread, true bread, bread of God, 
the Bread of Life (with which He identifies Himself). 


227. be taught of God: see Isa., liv., 13. 


228. flesh . . . blood: Our Lord passes from the discussion 
of bread to His own Body and Blood, which is the Bread of 
Everlasting Life. His disciples understand Him correctly and 
are astonished. He repeats His words with extraordinary 
emphasis and does not change them even when some of his 
hearers refuse to believe Him and walk away. He promises 
His followers His own Body and Blood. 


228. quickeneth: gives life. 


229. Tyre... Sidon: two seaports in Pheenicia, the coun- 
try north of Palestine. 


229. Cesarea Philippi: Cesarea, built by Philip the Tetrarch, 
was situated north of Lake Genesareth and near the foot of 
Mount Hermon. 


229. Simon Bar-Jona: son of Jona. Peter, answering for 
himself and the rest of the disciples, makes a solemn profes- 
sion of faith in the divinity of Christ. In recompense Our 
Lord makes known to him the dignity to which he is to be 


raised. 


229. thou art Peter: in this revelation three things should 
be noted: (a) Peter (Greek, petros; Aramaic, kephas, rock) 
the “Rockman,” is to be the foundation on which Christ’s 
Church is to be built: the change of name indicates a change 
of mission and character in Peter; (b) the “gates of hell,” the 
powers of darkness, shall not overcome the Church; (c) to 
Peter individually will be given the symbol of authority, the 
keys, with the power of binding and loosing. 
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230. Elias: one of the prophets. He was taken up bodily 
into heaven, and his return to earth was expected (4 Kings, 
ii:11). St. Leo says that Our Lord granted this vision in 
order that the disciples should be strengthened to witness the 
humiliations of His Passion. 


231. Siloe: a fountain in Jerusalem where the miracle took 
place. 


232. For judgment I am come: Christ’s presence on earth 
divided men into two camps, believers and unbelievers. The 
Pharisees were of the latter class and were spiritually blind. 
Being ignorant, they esteemed themselves wise and refused to 
learn; hence their guilt. 


234. thou shalt love: see Deut., vi: 5. 
234. Levite: one of the priestly family of Levi. 


234. Samaritan: a class bitterly despised by the Jews; for 
Samaria was settled for the most part by aliens, who boasted 
of being Israelites. They were Jews in religion, though they 
did not accept all the Scriptures. Their place of worship was 
Mount Gerizim instead of Jerusalem. Samaria was midway 
between Judea and Galilee. 


236. Abraham’s bosom: Limbo. This parable was addressed 
by Our Lord to the Pharisees whom He had just rebuked for 
their contempt and hypocrisy. 


237. Publican: a tax-gatherer. He represented a class dis- 
liked by the people because they were officials of the Roman 
government. 


238. For it is easier for a camel: Our Lord rhetorically calls 
that impossible which is very difficult without extraordinary - 
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grace. Riches bring many temptations which draw many souls 
away from God. 


238. Mary: Catholic tradition has held for many centuries 
that Mary of Bethania was identical with Mary Magdalene and 
the sinful woman of Luke, vii: 37. 


239. same place: Perea. 


239. Didymus: twin; he may have been the twin brother of 
Matthew with whom he is frequently coupled. 


239. fifteen furlongs: about two miles. 


241. Herodians: followers of the Herod family as opposed 
to the Roman governors. The snare lay in this dilemma: if 
Christ said it was lawful, He would offend the Jews; if un- 
lawful, He would array Himself against the Romans. 


241. Cesar: a title applied to any Roman emperor since 
Julius Cesar’s reign (B.C. 49-44). 


241. Then shall the kingdom: it was the custom of the 
bridegroom to go to the bride’s home and escort her to his. 
The parable stresses the preparation that Christians should 
make for the Second Coming of Christ. 


242. five talents: used here for a large amount of money. 
The Hebrew silver talent was worth about $1,200; the gold 
about $30,750. 


243. with usury: with interest. Our Lord teaches that He 
will exact a strict accounting for the use of the gifts that He 
has bestowed upon us. 


243. Son of man .. . king: Christ. 
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243. sheep ... goats: the sheep are the good; the goats, 
the bad. 


244. everlasting fire: the doctrine of hell is explicitly 
taught here as well as in other passages in the New Testament. 


245. pasch: the Jewish Passover commemorating the flight 
of the angel over the Jewish homes in Egypt. The lintels of 
their houses were sprinkled with blood, and the angel, who 
destroyed the firstborn of the Egyptians, “passed over” those 
of the Jews. This selection relates the beginning of Christ’s 
Passion. He was then about thirty-three years of age. 


245. thirty pieces of silver: about $18.60 in our money, the 
price of a slave. 


245. the first day of the Azymes: of the unleavened bread, 
or the Passover festival. 


247. This is my body: at the words of Christ, who is God, 
the substance of the bread was changed into the substance of 
His Body and the wine into the substance of His Blood, though 
the appearance of bread and wine remained. This action is 
called transubstantiation. The power to accomplish the same 
miraculous change has been handed down to the priésts of the 
Church who follow the command of Our Lord, “Do this for 
a commemoration of me” (Luke, xxii: 19), and is exercised 
by them at the Consecration in the Mass. 

This selection describes the institution of the Holy Eucharist 
and the Mass. It is celebrated in the liturgy on Holy Thurs- 
day. The meal was the Passover supper ; it was a religious rite 
commemorating the flight of the Jews from Egypt. 


247. blood of the new testament: the new covenant or 
agreement between God and man, which is ratified by Christ’s 
own blood. 
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247. mount Olivet: a hill outside of Jerusalem where Jesus 
was accustomed to repair for prayer and rest. 


247. I have prayed for thee: by Christ’s prayer, the prayer 
of God, Peter’s faith was permanently strengthened, though his 
moral courage gave away under temptation. 


247. confirm thy brethren: note that the other apostles are 
to receive their strength of faith from Peter. 


247. the place: Mount Olivet, or Gethsemani, “the oil 
press.” The first sorrowful mystery of the Rosary commemo- 
rates the incident related in this selection. 


248. his disciples: Peter, James and John who witnessed 
His triumph in the Transfiguration were present at the moment 
of His human weakness. 


248. one of them: Peter. The ear of the servant, Malchus, 
was healed by Christ (John, xviii: 10; Luke, xxii: 51). 


248. twelve legions: a very great number. 


249. led him away: this was a preliminary hearing. Since 
Our Lord’s supposed crimes were against religion, He was 
tried by an ecclesiastical court and handed over to the civil 
authorities for capital punishment which the court could not 
inflict. 


249. scribes and the ancients: the assembly known as the 
Sanhedrin, which had jurisdiction over religious matters. 


249. temple of God: His own Body. 


250. I adjure thee: a solemn charge to which Christ replied 
by acknowledging Himself the Messias and the Son of God. 
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The accusation of blasphemy is proof that the high priest did 
not misunderstand Christ’s claim to Messiaship and Divinity. 


251. You say that I am: Jesus refuses to give an unworthy 
questioner a direct answer. 


251. corbona: the treasury for votive offerings. 
251. Jeremias: see Zach., xi: 12. 


“252. Pilate: Pontius Pilate was the Roman procurator of 
Judea from A.D. 26 to A.D. 36. The Sanhedrin could not law- 
fully execute Our Lord without his consent. Pilate on the 
other hand, could not condemn Jesus on a purely religious 
charge; so the Sanhedrin accused Him of treason. Tradition 
says that Pilate was later banished and in despair committed 
suicide. 


252. Herod’s jurisdiction: Galilee and Perea. The astute 
Roman tried to transfer the responsibility. Herod was in 
Jerusalem for the Passover. 


253. his wife: according to tradition she was Claudia Procles, 
a Christian neophyte. She has been canonized by the Greek 
Church. 


254. having scourged Jesus: the scourging and the crown- 
ing with thorns are commemorated in the second and third 
sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary. 


255. Lithostrotos: pavement; so called probably because 
there was a mosaic pavement before the seat. 


255. Gabbatha: Aramaic, a rounded height. 
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255. parasceve of the pasch: the day before the Passover, 
extending from sunset on Thursday to sunset on Friday. 


255. Simon: of Cyrene in North Africa, where there were 
many Jews. The fourth sorrowful mystery of the Rosary com- 
memorates this tragic journey. Many of its incidents find place 
in the Stations of the Cross. 


255. Golgotha: Aramaic, place of the skull; Greek, Calvary. 
Popular tradition asserted that Adam’s skull was buried there. 


257. They have parted my garments: (see Ps., xxi: 19). 
In the sacred liturgy of Good Friday the events leading up to 
the sacrifice of the Crucifixion are commemorated. The fifth 
sorrowful mystery of the Rosary is based on them. 


257. vinegar: generally prepared by pious women to deaden 
pain. 


258. the disciple . . . whom he loved: John, the writer of 
the account, who consistently shrouds his own identity. 


258. darkness ... until the ninth hour: a miraculous 
darkening of the earth, as an eclipse in the ordinary course was 
impossible. The ninth hour was about three o’clock in the 


afternoon. Our Lord was crucified shortly before noon. 


259. blood and water: the evangelist regards this as a mira- 
cle and symbolic of the cleansing and purifying effects of 
Christ’s death (see 1 John, v: 6-8). 

259. he that saw it: John, who again shrouds his identity. 


259. You shall not break a bone: see Ex., xii: 46. 


259. They shall look on him: see Zach., xii: 10. 
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259. Arimathea: unidentified. Legend says that Joseph 
took to Glastonbury, in England, the spear and a chalice con- 
taining some of the Precious Blood. There they remained until 
sin was committed by the keeper of the relics, and then they 
disappeared. Arthur and his knights tried to regain them. 
This story is the foundation of the Holy Grail Legend so 
popular in the Middle Ages (see Malory’s Morte D’Arthur, 
Tennyson’s Idylls of the King and Wagner’s Parsifal). 


259. the other Mary: Mary, the Mother of James and of 
Joseph. 


260. the first day of the week: Sunday. This great event 
is celebrated by the Church on Easter Sunday. It proves the 
divinity of Our Lord because only God could raise Himself up 
from the dead by His own power and in fulfilment of His own 
prophecy. St. Paul has said, “if Christ be not risen again, then 
is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain” (1 Cor., 
xv:14). It is commemorated in the first glorious mystery of 
the Rosary. 


260. other disciple: John. 


261. Do not touch me: for his life is no longer the mortal 
that it was. 


263. stole him away: St. Augustine in commenting on the 
charge of the guards says that sleeping witnesses are no wit- 
nesses. 


263. Emmaus: exact location unknown; probably a town a 
few miles from Jerusalem. 


264. blessed: the Holy Eucharist. 


264. Receive ye the Holy Ghost: the institution of the Sac- 
rament of Penance. The power of absolution is the second 
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great privilege of the priesthood, the first one being that of 
celebrating the sacrifice of the Mass. 


205. My Lord and my God: Thomas’s confession of faith 
in the humanity and divinity of Christ. These words may be 
said ‘“‘with faith, piety, and love while looking upon the Blessed 
Sacrament, either during the Elevation in the Mass or when 
exposed on the altar.” (Raccolta, Indul., seven years and 
seven quarantines; plenary under usual conditions; once a 
week if used daily.) 


265. a fishing: the Apostles were to be fishers of men. 
There were “one hundred and fifty-three” varieties of fish ac- 
cording to the ancients, and the number here symbolizes the 
universality of the Church that was to gather in all classes of 
men. 


266. Feed my lambs: more correctly, “shepherd my sheep.” 
Our Lord here gives Peter the authority to rule His Church. 


266. by what death: the prophecy was fulfilled about A.D. 
68, when St. Peter was crucified, head downward, in Rome. 


267. going therefore: the doctrines declared are (a) the 
omnipotence of Christ; (b) Baptism; (c) the Trinity; (d) the 
universality of the Church, expressed in the word “all”; (e) 
the teaching office of the Church; (f) Christ’s perpetual pres- 
ence in the Church. 


267. was carried up to heaven: Our Lord remained forty 
days on earth after His Resurrection and then ascended into 
Heaven. The feast is a holyday of obligation and is popularly 
called “Ascension Thursday.” The event is commemorated in 
the second glorious mystery of the Rosary. 


268. Pentecost: the feast is celebrated ten days after Ascen- 
sion Thursday, and is called Pentecost (from the Greek word 
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meaning fiftieth—that is, fifty days from the first day of the 
Passover), or Whitsunday, because those baptized during the 
vigil still wore their white baptismal robes. It is commemorated 
by the third glorious mystery of the Rosary. a 


268. Parthians: the Jews at this time were scattered far and 
wide even beyond the confines of the Empire; many of them 
lived in countries of Asia Minor. 


268. ninth hour: the time of the evening sacrifices. 


269. why persecutest thou me: My Church. The conver- 
sion of the Apostle of the Gentiles marks a turning point in the 
history of the early Church. He was an educated Jew of good 
family, a zealot for the Law. His becoming a follower of 
Christ would naturally cause a commotion among the educated 
classes and at the same time would raise Christianity to a higher 
social level. It was he who carried the new faith beyond the 
boundaries of the Jewish world to the Gentiles. 


270. Tarsus: a city of Cilicia, a province of Asia Minor. 


271. For as in one body: Just as the human body has many 
members and each has its function; so every Christian is 
united by faith and charity to the mystical body of Christ, the 
Church, and through Christ to every other member of the 
Church. 

The Jews had a large colony in Rome, and there were many 
converts among them. St. Paul’s letter to them, written from 
Corinth in Greece about A.D. 55, treats of the problems of 
predestination and of salvation by faith rather than by ob- 
servance of the Mosaic Law. 


273. sounding brass: empty sounds. All our actions are in 
vain if not erlivened by love of God and of our neighbor. 
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St. Paul wrote two letters to the Christians of Corinth in 
Greece, the first probably in the spring of A.D. 54, the second 
in the autumn of the same year. The former deals with dis- 
sensions that arose in the congregation and the means to remedy 
them: the latter epistle is personal in tone and includes a de- 
fense of his ministry. 


273. never falleth away: never lost if we cooperate with 
God’s grace. 


273. through a glass: as ina mirror. This life is a reflec- 
tion of the beauty of God whom we shall see face to face in 
Heaven. 


273. Brethren: Galatia was a province in Asia Minor. This 
letter is believed to be the earliest of the epistles, having been 
written before A.D. 49. It discusses the question of the ob- 
observance of the Mosaic Law by Jews converted to Chris- 
tianity. The Apostle has no patience with those who hold that 
they are bound, and he recounts his disagreement with St. 
Peter at the Council of Jerusalem. 


275. we are members of his body: we are children of the 
union of Christ and His Church, and are therefore part of His 
mystical Body. 

While Paul was imprisoned in Rome, he wrote letters to the 
Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. Ephesus was an im- 
portant city of Lydia in Asia Minor. The letter admonishes 
the Christians to hold fast to the faith which he had preached 
to them. It was written between A.D. 58 and A.D. 60. 


275. For this cause: see Gen., ii: 24; Matt., xix: 5. 


275. Honour thy father: Ex., xx: 12; see selection 21. 
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276. principalities and powers: two of the nine choirs of 
angels. The devils, the fallen angels, were angelic princes once 
and are still powerful forces. 


276, instance: earnestness. 


276. bowels of commiseration: pity, tender mercies. 

The inhabitants of Philippi in Macedonia were Paul’s first 
converts in Europe. In this letter he speaks of his imprison- 
ment in Rome and the joys and consolations of a life of har- 
mony with Christ. It was written between A.D. 58 and 
ACD. 605 


276. form of God: nature of God. Christ, as man, had not 
the nature of God and therefore could not claim equality with 
Him. As the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, however, He 
is co-equal with the Father. 


277. to will and to accomplish: God prompts us to do good 


and helps us in doing it. 


277. Put ye on therefore: Colosse was a town in Phrygia 
of Asia Minor. St. Paul did not found the Church there but 
heard that its members were threatened by false teachers of a 
Jewish character, especially in relation to their heresies against 
Our Lord. The letter was written daring his imprisonment at 
Rome, A.D. 58 to A.D. 60. 


278. Abel: see Gen. iv; selection 3. 

Christ the great High Priest and Head of the Mystical Body, 
the Church, is the central theme of this epistle. It is believed 
to be the work of St. Paul or of one of his followers. The 
date of its composition cannot be accurately determined. Prob- 
ably it was written at Rome between A.D. 63 and A.D. 66. 
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278. Henoch: see Gen. v: 24; he did not die but was trans- 
lated to Heaven. 


278. Noe: see Gen. vi: 14; selection 4. 

278. Abraham: see Gen. xii: 1; selection 6. 
278. Sara: see Gen. xvii: 18; selection 6. 

279. Isaac: see Gen. xxii: 1; selection 8. 

279. In Isaac shall thy seed: see Gen. xxi: 12, 
279. Esau: see Gen. xxvii; selection I1. 


279. adored the top of his rod: adored God turning to the 
head of the bed (see Gen. xlvii: 31). 


279. Moses: see Ex. ii; selections 18, 19. 
280. Jericho: see Josue vi; selection 24. 


280. Rahab: a woman of Jericho who harbored the spies of 
Josue. 


280. Gedeon, etc.: judges, kings, and prophets. 


281. My brethren: St. James the Less, Bishop of Jeru- 
salem, is traditionally accepted as the author of this epistle, 
written about A.D. 60 or 62. Among its contents is the account 
of the relationship existing between faith and good works. 


282. Abraham believed God: see Gen. xv: 6. 
283. the wheel of our nativity: the whole sphere of life. 


283. anointing him with oil: the Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction. 
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285. by water and blood: by sanctifying water through 


John’s baptism and by shedding His Blood for us. 

The Beloved Disciple wrote three epistles, all probably from 
Ephesus and intended for the Christians in Rome and promi- 
nent followers of Christ in Asia Minor. Their general themes 
are the love that should unite the Faithful with Christ and the 
dangers of false teaching. 


286. Ephesus, Smyrna, etc.: cities of Asia Minor; the 
phrase, seven churches means all the churches. 

The Apocalypse is the prophetical book of the New Testa- 
ment. 


286. the First and the Last: the beginning and the end of 
all things. 


286. angels of the seven churches: either the bishops or 
the guardian angels of the Churches. 


287. four and twenty ancients: perhaps the twelve patri- 
archs (the sons of Jacob) and the twelve apostles, thus rep- 
resenting the Church of the Old and New Testaments. 


287. seven spirits: the Holy Ghost with His sevenfold 
power, or the seven archangels. 


287. four living creatures: all creation; they have been 
taken as symbolical figures for the evangelists. 


288. Alpha and Omega: the first letter and the last one of 
the Greek alphabet. Their figures, A and Q, are frequently 
seen and are symbolic of God and of the source and the end 
of all things. This selection describes the vision of the Church 
Triumphant in Heaven. 
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